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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.

(a) As to Homes and Permit;, Bunbury.

Mr. MURRAY asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) How many rental homes have been
cbmpleted in Bunbury since July, 1948?

(2) How many permits to build have
been issued over the same period for-

(a) complete houses;
(b) expansible houses?

(3) How many two, or three-unit appli-
cants have been accommodated during
same period in-

(a) rental homes;
(bJ) with permits to build?.

(4) How many tar service homes have
been completed since June, 19471

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Rental homes completed since

(2) (a) Private permits issued for com-
plete houses-39; (b) private permits
issued for expansible houses-S.

(3) Two and three-unit families accom-
modated with-.

(a) rental houses-iS;
(b) permits to build-15.

(4) War Service Homes completed since
June, 1947-3. Under construction-S6.
Approved, not yet started-14.

(b) As to Shortage of Materials, Goldfields.

Mr. IMeCULLOCH asked the Minister
for Housing:

(1) Is he aware that many dwelling-
houses in the course of construction in the
Kalgoorlie district have been brought to a
halt owing to the shortage of building
materials?7

(2) Is he aware that certain building
contractors are contemplating leaving the
Eastern Goldfields owing to the fact that
their services cannot be utilised in the
building trade, due to the lack of building
material?1

(3) Will he endeavour to hasten the sup-
ply of the necessary building materials to
Kalgoorlie, whereby workers' homes may
be completed, and also material urgently
required by the Goldfields Public Works
Department to complete'urgent work now
being undertaken by that department'

The IMINISTER replied:

(1) No. Reports have been received of
shortages which, as elsewhere, have occa-
sioned delays in construction.
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(2) It is understood one contractor pro-
posed transferring his operations to Perth,
but there is no evidence that shortage of
materials at Kalgoorlie prompted Ithis
Move.

(3) Yes.

(c) As to Two and Three-Unit Family
Permits.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Housing:

(1) How many permits to build have
been issued by the Housing Commission to
two and three-unit families during the
period 1/5/1949 to 31/8/19491

(2) How many during the 12 months
ended 30/6/19497

The MINISTER replied:

(1) During the period 1/5/1949 to
31/8/1949-Two-unit families, 160; Three-
unit families, 194.

(2) During 12 months ended 30/641949-
Two-unit families, 390; Three-unit
families, 566.

1 EDUCATION.

(a) As to Lakewood School PlaygroUnd.

Mr. Mt-CULLOCH asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware that, up to date, no
departmental inspection has been made of
the playground at the Lakewood townsite
State School which was promised recently
by him in answer to a question on the
same matter?

(2) Will he now take the necessary steps
to ascertain that an inspection is made of
the playground referred to, with the view
to having same bituminised where, pupils
are required to undergo out-door exercises?

The MINISTER replied:

An inspection will he arranged in the
near future.

(b) As to North Kalgoorlie School
Sanitary System.

Mr. McCULLOCH asked the Minister
for Education:

(1) Is he aware that, following a per-
sonal call at the office of the Public Works
Department, Kalgoorlie, on Monday, 19th
instant, that no tenders had yet been

called for the installation of a septic sys-
tem at the North Kalgoorlie school, nor
were any plans or specifications for the
contract available at that officeI

(2) Will he investigate the accuracy of
the reply recently given that Messrs. Johns
and Baker had been allotted the contract
to install a septic system at the school men-
tioned, hs those contractors had recently
completed a painting contract to the in-
terior of the school abovemnentionedt

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) It has been ascertained that

the advice received from the Public Works
Department on the 26th August should
have read "renovations" instead of septic
installation. I am now advised that
approval has been given for the erection
of new lavatories and septic tank and that
tenders for the work will be invited in the
near future.

GOLD PRICE INCREASE.

As to Holiday for Goldfields School Children.

Mr. 'McCtJLLOCH asked the Minister for
Education:

Will he give consideration to the granting
of a publi holiday lb all schools on the
Western Australian Goldields to celebrate
the occasion of the announcement by Prime
Minister Chifley that the price of gold
would be increased from £10 i15s. 3d. to £15
9s. l0d. per ounce, an announcement that
has given a new lease of life to the gold-
mining industry and all other industries
associated therewith?

The MINISTER replied: I am not pre-
pared to grant a holiday to schools on the
Goldfields to celebrate a gain in gold prices.
This is, no doubt a cause for jubilation; a
loss of education, however, is not.

PICES CONTROL.

As to Prosecution of Goldfields Butchers.

'Mr. OLIVER (without notice) asked the
Attorney General:

(1) Is he aware that a number of
butchers in Kalgoorlie and Boulder have
been charged wvith offences against the prices
regulation?

(2) Will he inform the House when the
people charged with the offences will be
prosecuted?7
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(3) Is he aware that the butchers con-
cerned are continuing to charge the same
price for meat as that with which they are
charged as a breach of the prices regula-
tions?

(4) Will he have immediate steps taken
to ensure that the fixed price for meat will
be charged to the consumer in the interim?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

(1) 1 am aware that a number of butchers
in Kalgoorlie and Boulder have been charged
or are about to be charged.

0 (2) 1 amo not aware when the prosecutionat
will actually be heard and therefore cannot
give the hon. member this information. As
he knows, this will depend on when the court
can conveniently hear the prosecuitions and
when they can be presented.

(3) and (4) I na not aware that there
are further breaches, but will report the
matter to the Prices Commissioner. I
should hardly think it likely that just after
having been caught the butchers would con-
tinue to commit breaches of the regulations.

BILL-ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.

BILLS (4)-FIRST READING.
1, Liquid Fuel (Emergency Provisions).

Introduced by the Minister for Indus-
trial Development.

2, Western Australian Transport Board
(Validation).

Introduced by the Minister for Trans-
port.

3, Coal Mline Workers (Pensions) Act
Amendment (No. 2).

Introduced by the Minister for Hous-
ing.

4, Marketing of Apples and Pears (No. 2).
Introduced by the'Minister for Forests.

MOTION-GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,

As to Suspension of Standing Orders.

THE PREBUER (Hon. D. R. MleLarty-
Murray-WVellington) [2.40]: 1 move-

That, until the House otherwise orders, the
Standing Orders he suspended so far as to
enable the undermentioned Bills, after the
moving of the second readings, to be passed
through all their remaining stages on the
same day, viz.:-

(1) Liquid Fael (Emergency Provisions)
Bill.

(2) Western Australian Transport Board
(Validation) Bill.

(2) Coal Mline Workers (Pensions) Act
Amendment Bill.

(4) Marketing of Apples and Pears Bill.
(5) Bush Fires Act Amendment Bill.
(6) War Service Land Settlement (-Noti-

fication of Transactions) Bill.
Also to enable all Messages from the Legis-

lative.-Council to lie taken into consideration
on the same day they arc received; and fur-
ther? to enable any Bill transmitted from the
Leg Islative Council to be introduedi and
passed through all their remaining stages on
the same day.

A similar motion to this is introduced to-
wards the close of every session. The Bills
I have enumerated are, I think, not of a con-
tentious nature. We all know that with
regard to liquid fuel a serious position may
arise in the near future. A Premiers' Con-
ference will he held on the 28th September
and this State will be represented by the
iffinister for Transport. It is necessary,
however, that Ave should safeguard the posi-
tion by the introduction of State legislation.

There is some disagreement between the
States as to how rationing should be carried
out, and particularly in regard to the refer-
ence of power to the Commonwealth. I
think all members will agree it is necessary
the position should be safeguarded. The
matter of the validation of certain functions
of the Western Australian Transport Board
bas been debated at considerable length in
this House; and I understood from
the Leader of the Opposition thatif validat-
ing legislation were introduced, he would
not offer any objection to it.

The Bill to amend the Coal Mline Workers
(Pensions) Act is designed to rectify some
anomalies and is not of a contentious nature.
With regard to apples and pears, it will be
remembered that a Bill relating to that sub-
ject was introduced into this Parliament last
year. All this measure proposes to do is to
enable the State to make provision for cer-
tain funds pending payment by the Com-
monwealth to the Apple and Pear Board. So
far as the wvar sen-ice land settlement mea-
sure is concerned, we know that control over
land sales has been abandoned and the pur-
pose of this Bill is to try to assist soldier
settlement by requiring, before land is sold,
that it shall be first offered to 'the Land
Settlement Board; and a six weeks' term is
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provided to enable the Land 'Settlement
-Board to decide whether the property shall
be sold for land settlement or otherwise.

Eion. A. A. 1M. Corerley: There, is a six
weeks' option.

*The PREMIER: Yes. It may not take
six weeks. There night be an immediate
decision. Six weeks is the maximum time
provided. The Bush Fires Act Amendment
Bill is to make provision for an amendment
in regard to the lighting of fires and certain
damages that might arise from fire-lighting.
It simply clarifies the position.

HON. F. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [2.45]:
There are two very vital aspects of this
motion. One is as to why it shouild be
found necessary to introduce it today. The
second is that the Premier has given no rea-
son for -it. What is the reason for the
reluctance of the Premier to say what is his
desire in regard to ending the sessiou? What
is in his mind? Whnt does he propose to
do with this and any similar motion 9

The Premier, in his loud protest the other
evening in regard to certain non-co-opera-
tive aspects, deserved to have thrown back
at him entirely the rhnrge of non-co-opera-
tion and lack of consideration so far as I
am concerned. There has been no occasion
-whatever on which the Premier has desired
to consult me in regard to certain matters
when I have not conferred readily and as-
sisted him and his Government to the utmost.
That should be blazoned fo-rth in big letters,
in fairness. The Premier knbws it is true.
I have extended to the Premier the utmost
consideration and courtesy. I hare kept
entirety to motions before the Chamber;
and, if he would like the House to know, I
can give examples of my baring been abso-
lutely ignored by 'him, as to what his, inten-
tion's are and as to what I am supposed to
understand.

Does he want, to finish this session next
week, or the week after, or next month?
He knows what is necessary to save the
postion of his Government because of im-
pending happenings. He knows there is a
margin somewhere within the date-line. We
do not know. So how do we kno-w whether
thiis motion is necessary at allY Let us
examine the wording of the motion. It
gives to the Government the opportunity to

discuss in this Chamber daily to the exclu-
sion of other business that should be de-
bated, any Bills whatever introduced in the
Legislative Council. There may easily be
20 of them.

The Premier:. I do not think that is at all
likely.

Hon. F, J. S. WISE: It is all very well
for the Premier by interjection to give in-
formation £ I put it to him that that is
something that could happen. Under this
motion the Government can have anything
introduced in the Legislative Council end
that business must be considered in all
stages on the same day that it is received
here. That is what the motion says. What
is in the Premier's mind I When does he
want to finish the sessioni Will he tell us
that, even by interjection9

The Premier: I will finish it as soon as
possible.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Yes! Just as vagu6
as ever! When one asks the Premier whether
he is going to sit on a certain day he says
he wants to talk it over and will rarely tell
one.

The Premier: That is not so- Come off

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I have asked the
Premier twice during this week, before to-
day, whether he intended to sit on Friday.

The Premier: I told you that we did.

Hon. F. 3. &. WISE: The Premier told
me this morning.

The Premier: I thought it was common
knowledge amongst all members'that we
would sit on Friday.

Hon. F. J. S. 'WISE: We are not Man-
drakes. We cannot imagine what the Pre-
mier is thinking. The Premier knew from
me on Monday that I had a very important
country engagement and his very colourful
answer was, "I will rant you a pair if you
want to go." I do not want pairs; I want
to be here; I want to know on what days
the public business of Parliament is to be
conducted. We 'made no complaint about
the Premier insisting that we he here at
2.30 p.m., or at any other time. We try to
elqse the debates, as in the past, at a reason-
able hour, but we get no help. It is vital,
so far as the motion is concerned, that the
Premier tell us what he wants to do.
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The Premier: I have told you.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The Premier has
not told us at all. Does he want to finish
next weekV

The Premier:, It depends on how the husi-
ness goes.

Ron. F. J. S. WISE: We can 'get nothing
definite. It is always, "We will think about
it," or, "We will talk it over with you."
Why cannot the Premier give a direct
answer?

The Premier: How con I say how long
some of the debates will take?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: That is how co-
operation is~ sought-by keeping us in the
dark absolutely, and then all of a sudden
applying the closure as with the Estimates.

The Premier: I have not kept you in the
dark.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I recently left Perth
for a week, and the night before I went J
was speaking to the Premier, and he said
not one word of what was impending; as to
the course the Government took some days
later.

The Premier: That was a decision arrived
at two days after you left.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: That is a conveni-
ent answer.

The Premier: It is a truthful answer.

lion. F. J. S. WISE: Let the Premier tell
us when he expects the business to be
finished, and then we shall know what is in
his mind in regard to many matters of Gov-
ernment business and private members' busi-
ness. If this sort of motion is to be moved,.
why specify these Bills? Is it not tanta-
mount to saying that the rest are to go over-
board'.

The Premier: I do not think so.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: It is the same as
saying that although some of them are highly
controversial and may require considerable
examination and debate, the rest do not
matter. Certainly the Local Government
Bill does not matter to the Government.
What is to happen if in the course of busi-
ness on this private -members' day, certain
Bills of private members are adjourned by
the Government? What chance is there
then for legislation of equal importance to
the community as the Government business
on the notice paper?

The Premier: The Government can
arrange-

Hon. IF. J. S. WISE: We know how the
notice paper can be arranged, but -why not
tell us nowI

The Premier: Tell you when we are going
to close I

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Yes.
The Premier: I shall see how the business

proceeds. I cannot say to the day when
Parliament will close.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: That is pure sham
on the Premier's part. He has in mind the
closing of this Chamber on an approximate
date, but he will not, for the life of him,
disclose it to us. If he would say, "I in-
tend to finish on Friday of next week," we
would know just how much time, reasonably,
could be given to the matters which it is
necessary to pass. How otherwise are we
to knowI I submit that we are entitled to
have a little more information than just
what we can glean by walking into this
Chamber and picking M~p the notice paper,
as we have done today-and as we do on
other days when we sit at 2.30 p.m.-with-
out knowing beforehand what the Govern-
ment wanted done that day. During the
life of this Government not only have I
shown an obious desire to assist it, but by
actual action to see-

The Premier: An obvious desire!

lon. F. J. S. WISE: Yes, and actual
action to see that the spirit and the letter of
what it was assured, were carried out. I
hope it will be possible to adjourn the de-
bate on the motion. Let us deal with it
speedily tomorrow, when we will have all
the information before us and will kdow
just where we stand in connection with it.

On motion by Hon. A. Ir. Panfon, debate
adjourned.

LAND SALES CONTROL S8gLECT
COMMITTEE.

Consideration of Report.

HON. r'. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne)
[2.59]: 1 move--

That the report be adopted.

The report which has been printed, and
which is before all members was the result
of a close scrutiny by members of the
House of the allegations concerning black-
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marketing and the control of land sales. The
committee acted promptly, and I must say
that all the members of it applied thema-
selves earnestly and diligently to probing
the questions which were the subject of
public comment and complaint in regard to
the incidence of blackmarketing in land
sales transactions. And the committee en-
deavoured to go much further tban that and.
assist the Government in finding a solution
of the problem. Had it not been for the
action of the Legislative Council in not con-
tinuing the legislation after the 31st Decem-
ber next, I do not think it would have been
vain to hope that the Government would
have adopted the major part of this report.

I believe the committee approached the
question realistically and it made representa-
tions and recommendations appropriate not
only to Westerki Australian needs but also
to the values that in a real sense sbould
ohtain. To discuss this matter now may be
likened to flogging a dead honse, because the
report cannot now be adopted or the recom-
mendations implemented, following the
action of another place, but I hope the re-
port and recomnmendations of the committee
wi1l not escape the attention of the Govern-
ment. I feel that the work of the commit-
tee was in fact of some service to the Gov-
ernment and the eommunty in the attempt
to solve this problem. Even if the motion
be defeated or withdrawn, other members
may desire to express themselves.

MR. BOVELL (Sussex) [3.2]: In sup-
porting the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition, as a member of the first Select
Committee to which it has been my privilege
to be appointed, I desire to express my
appreciation 9f the great assistance g iven
me by the Chairman and other members of
the committee. We worked most harnoni-
ously together, and the long experience of
the Chairman was invaluable to me as a
junior membcr,of this House. In view of
the action of the Legislative Council it is no
use debating this matter now, but I wish to
have on record may appreciation of the
guidance and valuable assistance given, to
me, a member so Young in politics, by the
Leader of the Opposition.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [3.4].:
Owing to the action taken in another place
with regard to this matter, I do not propose
to delay the House for long, but I -wish to

give my impressions gained when listening
to the evidence given by a fairly representa-
tive cross-section of the public before the
Select Committee. I think it is safe to say
that blackmarketing in land sales was the
general practice in this State for the last
18 months or two years. I believe it was
hubstantially proved that purchasers were
just as anxious to circumvent the law, that
had been enacted to safeguard them, as
were the sellers who wished to dispose of
properties at prices much-in excess of those
that the Controller of Land Sales -was sup-
posed to approve under the formula. I say
"supposed to approve" designedly. We
found that in many instances purchasers
were pursuing owners of property and offer-
ing sums much in excess of the muthorised
prices as an inducement to them to sell their
properties. While we found that in general
the prices at -which properties changed hands
were much in excess of the auathorised prices,
I do not think it was est~bdished that the
fabulous prices paid in isolated instances
were, as a general rule, received for property.

I believe that in most of the sales that
took place over the last 18 months or two
year;, properties changed bands at a figure
somewhere in the vicinity of 100 per cent.
over the prices ruling in 1042. The repre-
sentative of the Real Estate Institute
claimed that none of the members of that
organisation ever indulged in what is known
as. blaclimarketing, but I think -we had fairly
conclusive proof to the contrary. Whether
the agents -were members of the Real Estate
Institute or not, it seemed that in general
they had no qualms of conscience-not all
of them but quite a number of them-about
circumventing the law and indulging in
blackmarket transactions. I believe that
many of the prices which;. strictly in accord-
ance with the law, would be regarded as
hlackmarket prices, were only fair prices
for the properties concerned, considering
what it costs to replace house property to-
day.

The evidence showed that it would cost at
least 100 per cent. more than the 1942 figure
today to erect a 'building of comparable
dimensions and quality of material. The
recommendation for an increase ot 06.2/Srds.
per cent. on the 1942 cost was,, in my opinion,
inadequate but, in deference to the wishes
of other members of the committee, and not
wanting to put in a minority report, I eon.
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eurred in that recommendationk. I1 believe
it might have reduced by one or two per
tent, the number of blackmarket transac-
tions that were taking place, but it would
not have adeqnahily miet the position. There
is only one price by which the blackinarket
can be eliminated, and that is the present-
day repinement value, less depreciation for
the number of Years since the building was
erected. I believe that the controls, in prac-
tice, were absolutely farcical. There was
no pretence of keeping within the formula
laid down by law, which was 32Y2 per cent.
Above the 1942 price. The Controller of
Land Sales did not pretend that he was
endeavouring to keep within that formula.
Hle said he used his own judgment, and,
despite the fact that the advisory panel had
been appointed as a guide to him, he fre-
quently overrode its decisions and 'used his
own judgment.

The decision to abolish all controls will, I
believe, have the effect of stabilising prices

o~at about the level of the blaekmarket prices
previously obtaining. It is difficult to get
any person to sell a property for £2,000,
the price under the revised formula advo-
cated by the committee, when there is a
ready, wvilling and anxious buyer at £2,500.
Personally I do not believe that any great
harm will come about as a result of the deci-
sion to abolish controls on the price of pro-
perties. Tnstead of :having blackmarket
deals going through at approximately 100
per cent, above the re-war cost, we will
-have deals going- through at about the same
level as previously, but they will now be
legal. That will be a- great advatutage be-
cabfse evasion of the law on such a large
scale, as has been practised, undoubtedly
has a demoralising effect upon the com-
munity. I think that it breeds contempt for
the law generally when it is permitted to
continue on such a huge scale as has been
evident in the past.

The Select Committee inquired exhaus-
tively into the mutter, heard the representa-
tives. of all the parties concerned and made
recommendations which, of course, will not.
be of any value now because of the inten-
tion to abolish controls entirely. But as I
said I do not think a great deal of harm
will result because of that decision and
prices will adjust themselves to a level of
the prices which had previously been paid.
The only difference will be that they will

become legal instead of being stamped with
the stigma of blaekmarket deals as has been
the ease during the last IS months or so.

THE lI=STER FOR LtANDS (Hon.
L. Thorn-Toodyay) [3.12]: On behalf of
the Government I would like to thank the
members of the Select Committee for the
work that they put into this report. It
is a valuable and informative document
and will be kept on record. Probably if
we get into difficulties in future -years it
will be a guide to us. At this stage I feel
there would be no sense in adopting the
report owing to the action of another place
in defeating the continuanee Bill.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Whet do you think
of that action?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It has
caused me a great deal of concern.

Mr. Reynolds: You have lost a lot of
weight.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member can have a go later on.

Mr. Reynolds: Good.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Actually
the hon. member missed his vocation. He
should be on at the Tivoli.

Mr. Reynolds: You should either be at
the Tivoli or the circus, one or the other.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
must address the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Through
the action of 'another place it has been
necessary for the Government to ask this
House to agree to a small Bill whereby
transactions in lai~d will first be offered
to the Soldier Land Settlement Scheme.
From my short, experience of controls, I
am afraid that they form the basis for
many dishonest practises.

Mr. Rodoreda: Five per cent. black-
market, eh!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We can
let that drop because-

Hon. A. A. M1. Corerley: Do not bring
that up.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise:- What do you really
think was the percentage?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: --since
reading the report I think it was eon sider-
ably more. Undoubtedly I was misin-
formed, but as I have said before we are
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in responsible positions and . We can act
only on information supplied. If we go
outside of thit we are running a risk.
But, in conclusion-

'Ar. -Reynolds: Don't conclude.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:' There
he goes again. I would like to than-

Hon. A. A. Mv. Coverley: Would you
like me to bold him?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: -the
Committee for this excellent report and I
suggest to the Leader of the Opposition
4hat there would not now be any sense in)
adopting it. The report will be on record
for future reference.

Question put and negatived; the motion
defeated.

BIlL-CITy or PERTH SCHEME FOR
SUPERA.NNUATION (AMENDMENTS

AUTHORISATION), (No. 2).

Second Reading-Defeated.

MR, NEEDHAM (Perth) [3.16] in mov-
ing the second reading said: There is noth-
ing of a controversial nature in this Bill.
The first amendment in it deals with repre-
sentation of the staff of the Perth City
Council on the superannuation board. The
suggested amendments were made on the
recommendations of the Local Government
Bodies Officers' Association.

These amendments were desired firstly
because of the fact that the Electricity and
Gas Department has'been removed from
the jurisdiction of the Perth City Council
and now comes under the control of the
Electricity Commission. It was desired
that a -representative of the staff of the
Perth City Council should be on the sup-
erannuation board- When the Electricity
and Gas Department was under the control
of the Perth City Council one of the em-
ployees of that department represented the
staff on the board. Now the staff desire
this amendment because of the transfer.

-Thbe second amendment deals with the
question of the payment of money from the
superannuation fund to any employee who
might he dismissed from the service be-
cause of some offence against the law. The
Act, which this Bill seeks to amend, speci-
fies certain conditions in connection with
resignations, dismissals or discharges. I

refer members to paragraph 11 in the First
Schedule to the Act of 1941, There is a
proviso which reads as follows:

Prodided that, in the case of any such con-
tributor, the Board may, if it sees fit, return
to him out of tbe superannuation fund, or
pay to his wife or family out of that fund, a
sum equal to the amount of all his contribu-
tions thereto under this scheme, or to such
part thereof as the Board shiall think fit,

There has been in existence a board, exer-
cising its authority under this section,
which refuses to pay any money at all to
a man who had been dismissed f rom. his
employment for an offence of which be was
found guilty. The L6cal Government
Bodies and Officers' Association considered
that that was harsh treatment and I agrin,
because where a man commits an offence
against the law and for a moment strays
from the path of rectitude he is haled be-
fore the court and if found guilty, sen-
tenced. He is also dismissed from his
employment. So there are two penalties
inflicted upon him after he is found guilty
of the offence; dismissal from his employ-
ment and imprisonment. There is a third
penalty and that is the hoard refusqg to
refund any money to him that he hadi"cn-
tributed as a worker to the superannuation
fund. If the House agrees to the atuend-
ment I am now submitting it will bring
the present superannuation scheme of the
City of Perth into line with our own State
Superannuation and Family Benefits Act.
Under Section 67 of that Act it is set out-

(1)- Where a contributor resigns or is dis-
missed or discharged (including discharge
within the meaning of subsection (1) of Sec-
tion thirty-three of this Act) from the Scr-
rice there shall be paid to him the amount
of the contributions paid by him tinder this
Act, irrespective of the cause of his resign a-
tion, dismissal or discharge.

So if a man in the employ of the Govern-
ment of this State commits an offence
against the law he is punished theref or.
He is not further penalised under our
State law by tL refusal to return to him
any of the money he has paid into the
fund. Therefore there is justification for
the amending Bill I am submitting. Again,
the Commonwealth Superannuation Act,
on which our State superannuation law was
founded, also deals with this matter
similarly. Section 40 of the Common-
wealth Act reads as follows:-
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(1) Where a contributor resigns or is dis-
missed or discharged from the Service there
shall be paid to him the amount of the, actual
contributions paid by him under this Act, ir-
respective of the cause ofhia resgnatiofl, dis-
missal or discharge.

I see no reason why we should not follow
the example set in the Commonwealth
superannuation legislation and refrain
from inflicting further penalty on a man
who has already expiated his offence by
serving a term of imprisonment and also
baring suffered dismissal from his employ-
ment. When I submitted the original
City of Perth superannuation scheme
that phase of the matter escaped my
observation and it is only lately that my
attention has been drawn to it If we
persist in allowing the measure to stind
as it is, it is not only imposing additional
penalties on a wan who -transgresses the
law but is also inflicting hardship on that
man's wife and family, who are innocent
of any of his acts. so r commend the Bill
to the favourable consideration of mem-
bers as I see nothing contentio-ds in it.
Some time ago I had a conversation with
the acting Town Clerk of the 'Perth City
Codbeil in the absence of the Town Clerk,
.1r. Green,- and with me was the-.secretary
of the Local Government Bodies Officers'
Association. We outlined to 'Mr. Mills a
skeleton of this Bill now before the House,
pointing out what we desired to do. I
afterwards had a talk with Mr. Green on
the matter and on both occasions I had no
intimation of any official opposition from
the Perth City Council. I have explained
the purpose of the Bill which is, firstly,
to appoint a representative of the staff on
the superannuation board and, secondly, to
delete a proviso in the Act and insert in
lieu the following proviso in paragraph
11:

Provided that, in the case of any such con-
tributor, the Board shall return to him out of
the superannuntion fund, or pay to his wife
or famnily out of that fund, a s;um equal to
the amount of all his contributions thereto
under this schemne.

There is no desire to give that man the
superannuation allowed under the Act.
The Bill simply seeks to bring the City of
Perth superannuation scheme into line with
the Commonwealth superannuation scheme
and our Superannuation and Family Bene-
fits Act. go if a man is dismissed for any
reason, then irrespective of why he resigns,

is dismaissed or discharged, then at least
the money he has paid into the fund will
be returned to him. The amendment is
not only justifiable, but reasonable, and I
commend it to the favourable consideration
of members. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

THE NJNSTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT (Hon. A. F. Watra-Katan-
ning) [3.29]1: This Bill, of course, is one
which affects only the employees of the City
of Perth and therefore in my opinion it is
extremely necessary that the views of the
board set up by the original Act to con-
duet and manage the superannuation scheme
of the City of Perth should be very carefully
taken into consideration before any amend-
ment is made to the Act. The member for
Perth was good enough soxie time ago to
supply me with a copy of his Bill and it was
only natural that I should send it to the
City of Perth for it to consider and ex-
press an opinion upon it. That was done,
and it has considered the matter. I will
read in a few moments a letter I have re-
ceived from the Town Clerk of Perth as the
result of that consideration. That letter,
which is dlated the 20th September: was in
response to the communication I had sent
without comment as to the merits or de-
merits of the Bill,' simply asking for the
niew of the board thdt is interested in the
management of the Perth City Council's
superannuation scheme.

The letter, of course, sets out very srn
opposition to the proposal contained in the
measRure. It states, that the Bill did not
arise from any desire on the part of the
council to make the amen diets proposed
and suggests that it should not be per-
mitted to pass. As I hare said in my open-
ing remarks, I am of the opinion that the
views of the Perth City Council ini a matter
such as this and particularly those of the
board, which is representative both of the
management and the employees of the coun-
cil, should be given very careful conqsdera-
tion. I am not satisfied, therefore, that the
Bill is acceptable to them, and I can see no
immediate haste for its passage. In the cir-
cuim-tan r'es it is not my intention to support
the second reading.

When T say that there is no immediate
haste, T mean that R further opportunity

shudbe taken to discuss the matter with
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the superannuation board of the Perth City
Council. I can concede to the member for
Perth that there may be some reason for
suggesting an amendment to the section of
'the Act which provides that contributions
made by the employee who has been dis-
missed shall be forfeited. On the other
hand, the situation of the City Council,
which by reason of such dismissal has suf-
fered heavily in consequence of the em-
ployee's defalcation,. should also be taken
into consideration. Obviously, as I shall
endeavour to explain in a moment that
wtas taken into consideration because the
Act was passed in its present form. Per-
haps before I go further I had better read
to the House the communication I have re-
ceived from the City Council It is addressed
to mae in my capacity as Minister for Local
Government, and reads-

I have to thank you for your letter of the
16th September, with reference to the Bill to
be introduced by Mr. Needham, m..A., for
amendments to the Act of the city of Perth
Scheme for Superannuation.

The subjeet-matwer of this Bill did not rise
f rom a desire of the Council to make the
amendmnents proposed hut rather I think from
representations made to Mr. Needham, 11.L.A.,
by the Secretary of the W.A. Local' Govern-
ing Bodies Officers' Association.

In respect, to clause 3l uf tiM Amending
Bill, in which it is proposed to insert the
words "a Staff employee" after the word
''being" ia line 7 of paragraph 4 of the
above Act, it should be noted that the per-
sonnel of the board which controls the Sn-
perarinundion Fund would then comprise:-

The Lord Mayor,
Chairman of the Finance Committee,
A member of the Electricity Committee

of the Council,
The Town Clerk,
The City Treasurer,
A staff employee,
A wages employee,

thus giving the officers and employees of the
Council a majority on the Board, which I do
rot think is desirable, nor do I think that
this would he acceptable to the Council.

The second amendment relates to para-
graph 11, which prescribes the manner in
which a contributor who is "disrmissed or re-
signs or otherwise ceases to hold bis office
or employment" in consequence of an of-
fence of fraudulent character or of grave mis-conduct. The Act now prescribes that in
such cases a contributor ''shall forfeit nall
claim to superannuation allowance under this
scheme."' and farther provides that the
Board may, if it sees fit, return to such con-
tributor or pay to his wife or family out of
the Superannuation Fund aL sum equal to the
amount of all his contributions. -

There have been two cases in which a con-
tributor has ceased to hold his employment
with the Council by reason of imprisonment
and the Superannuation Fund Board, after
giving consideration to the circumstances of
such cases, resolved to retain thd amount of
the contributions of such employees in the
Superannuation Fund.

The proposed amendment in Mr. Needham 's
Bill is unsatisfactory to the Council inasmuch
as it does not provide anly redress to the
Council against an employee who may defraud
the Council. It should also be noted that the
amendment would be inconsistent with the
provisions of the Superannuation Sick, Death,
Insurance, Guarantee and Endowment (Local
Governing Bodies' Employees) Funds Act of
1947, wherein it provides that a local auth-
ority in cases where a subscriber is dismissed
for defalcation, misconduct or dereliction of
duty, shall have a lien or charge on the con-
tributions of such an employee, vide clause 18,
paragraphs ''c," 'If" and ''h."'

It would therefore appear that if any
amendment is to be made in relation to para-
graph 11 of the City of Perth Scheme for
Superannuation Act, it is desirable that it
should be made to conform iith the provi-
sions of the above 1947 Act.

I have discussed this matter with the Lord
Mayor and the Council representatives on the
Superannuation Board, and they agree With
the points of view expressed in this letter.

I think there, is substance in the contention
of the Town* Clerk that the present balance
of mewmbership of the superannuation board
of the City Council should not be disturbed,
and it certainly appears to jad that the pro-
posals of the member for Perth, as em-
bodied in the Bill, would certainly disturb
it. It would mean there would be a majority
on the one aide, which is undesirable. Were
the majority to b~e on the other side, I would
hold exactly the same view. I would say
that there is no provision in the parent Act
that in all circumstances the amount of the
contributions, 'where there has been grave
misconduct or action of a fraudulent char-
acter, must he forfeited to the council. On
the contrary, there is an obligation upon
the superannuation board to exercise discre-
tion as to whether it should pay to the
dependant of the person dismissed for such
fraudulent or rave misconduct, an amount
equal to the contributions he had made to
the scheme. Therefore it is quite clear to me
and only reasonable to suppose that no in-
stance respecting which the council had not
suffered considerable financial loss ag a re-
sult of fraudulent or rave misconduct on
the part of the person dismissed, would result
in the contributions beingr forfeited abso-

-lutely.
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I do not consider it reasonable for as to
suppose that the council would act in that
manner, but I do contend it is reasonable
for us to say that the council should have the
right to proitect itself against losses, which no
punishment inflicted on the individual con-
cerned could ever recoup. The council may
have been defraudjd of large sums of money.
The only remedy would be one it might not
desire to take, which would be the prosecu-
tion of the offender, and that would not have
the effect of refunding the ratepayers' funds.
All that would happen in that case would be
the punishment of the person who took the
money. It would not be likely in any sub-

stnial ease that the amount of the contri-
butions would be sufficient to make good the
defalcation, and that on the other hand the
man and p~resumnably his family who have
had the benefit of the defalcation should at
the same time have an absolute right to de-
mand a refund of the contributions.

My suggestion is that the Hill should not
be passed at this stage. I gather from the
communication I have read that the Perth
City Council and the board dealing with
superannuation are qunite prepared to agree
that we should provide something similar
to what is contained in the Local Governing
Bodies' Provident Fund (Endowment) Regu-
lations. I shall devote a few moments to
quoting one of the regulations to illustrate
my point-

If the corporation shall have incurred ny
loss or damage or be put to any expense for
costs or otherwise by reason of any fraud,
dishonesty or miisconduct of a subscriber, the
approprite committee may arrange with the
assurance company to suirrendler *the sub-
scriber's policy whether the subscriber leaves
the corporation's service or not, and from the
proceeds of such policy (including bonuses)
deduct and pay to the corporation the amount
of such loss andl damages and Pxo'uses in-
curred hr the corporation. A further amount
equal to the difference between the surrender
value of the policy and the total of the sub-
scriber's eontrilbutions shall also be deducted
andi shall he paid to the reserve account. Any
balance ifter deduction of such moneys shal
be paid to the subscriber. If the amount of
the to's, damages or expenses cannot be im-
mediately ascertained, the committee may re-
tain the whole of the proceeds of the policy
for a period not exceeding six calendar
months or for such shorter period Aq may be
necessary to ascertain the amount of such
loss, damages or expenses.

That seems to be reasonable. If grave mis-
conduct on the part of the person concerned
bad not resulted in any financial loss to the
council, the whole of the money would be
refunded to the family; there would be no
question about it, but when the local auth-
ority had suffered a considerable financial
loss that it could 'not otherwise recoup, action
could be taken under this provision.

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: Will you quote the
relevant provision in the State Superanua-
tion and Family Benefits Act?

TheMNINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT: I understand that the State Act
makes no provision for anything except a
refund absolutely of the amount contributed.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I thought so

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT: But I am endeavouring to present
the view of the Perth City Council and the
reasons for it because those reasons are sen-
sible ones, in my opinion, and have, to a
degree, been subscribed to in other schemes
that have been propounded for local auth-
orities. The situation is rather different as
compared with a large scheme like that under
the State Superannuation and Family Bene-
fits Act. What is more, that is purely a State
schemne and the Government of the day, with
the assent of Parliament, may amend it as it
likes.' The scheme under discussion, how-
ever, is one that was put through by arrange-
ment with the Perth City Council and its
employees, and I suggest that the view of the
superannuation board in charge of the matter
must now be given due and proper con-
sideration and submit that it has not been
given such consideration.

There has been no request from the board
for these -amnendments and I am sure there
has been no assent to them on the part of
the board. I do not wish to see the law re-
main it its present form if an agreement
can be reached to modify it. All I am ask-
ing is that the Bill should not be passed at
this stage, but that an opportunity should
be taken to have the matter discussed with
the superannuation board of the Perth City
Council, after which the earliest opportunity
could be taken to embody in the statute law
whatever compromise may have been ar-
rived at. As I consider that this is not the
proper time or method to deal with the mat-
ter, I do not propose to support the Bill.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.2 p.m.
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X& NEEDHAM (Perth-in reply)
[4.2]: The points raised in opposition to
the Bill in the letter from the superannuation
board and read by the Minister can be sum-
marised under two bead;, the first dealing with
the proposal to have a representative of the
staff on the board and the second dealing with
any pecuniary loss that might be sustained
by the scheme in the event of a contributor
committing a serious offence. I wish to advise
the House that the proposal to include a
representative of the staff on the board does
not affect the present balance and would Dot
give the employees, or officers, a majority. I
draw the attention of the House to the pro-
vision in the parent Act which dea 'ls with the
constitution of the board. It reads-

The superannuation fund shall be con-
trolled, managed and administered by a board
consisting of the Lord M1ayor of the City of
Perth for the time being, who shall be the
chairman, a member of the finance cnmmit-
tee of the Council, a member of the electric-
ity and ga* committee of the Council, the
Town Clerk for the time beig of the Council,
tbe general manager of the electricity and gas
department of the Council for the time being
and a wages employee.

There are six people.

The Minister for Education: You are go-
ing to make the number seven.

Mr. NEEDHAMN: The letter states that
the city treasurer is on the hoard, but he
is not allowed for in the Act. He was ap-
pointed by the board itself. There are six
menmhers of the board. There is the Lord
Mayor, who is the chairman; there is a mem-
ber of the finance committee of the council
and the general manager of the Electricity
and Gas Department. Against those three
there would be a member of the Electricity
and Gas Department, the Town Clerk and
a wages employee.

M1r, Read: There are four elected memn-
bers.

Mr. NEEDHAM: T anm speaking of the-
composition of the board. As I have already
stated and as members know, the Electricity
and Gas Department is no longer under the
control of the Perth City Council. It is now
a State utility. Thus the representative of
that department is not now on the board;
and the suggestion to include the words "a
staff employee" is so that such an employee
may take the place of that representative.
Thus the balance will remain as before..

With regard to protecting the board from
any pecuniary loss that might he sustained,
if it is anxious-and rightly so-to safe-.
guard the funds of contributors, that money
can be protected by the establishment of
guarantees. All the officers could have guar-
an tees and pay so much for them for the
year and the superannuation depaytment
would be protected. I do not see any point
in the statement in that letter that the City
of Perth scheme cannot be compared with
the Commonwealth or State superannuation
schemes, which have no such provision. If
any employee of the Commonwealth or
State cohimits -an offence against the law
he is guilty of an offence against the moral
as well as the statute law, and the same
thing applies to the Perth City Council,

Under the Commonwealth law and under
the State law, contributions are returned to,
the contributor irrespective of why he
resigns or is disniased. I repeat that
the funds can be protected from any
loss in the manner I have suggested.
Under the Bill the balance of the board
will not ha altered and the continuation of
this niethod of refusing to pay back to the
contributoj, his contribution in the event of!
his falling foul of the law is removed. At
present the Act provides that the board can,
if it thinks fit, return, contributions or part
thereof. I think the position should be made
as clear in t his legislation as it is in that of
tije Commonwealth and the State.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes

Noes

Majotty

Mr. BradYMr7. Coverisy
Mr. Fox
Mr. Graham
M r. iegneY
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Ir. Ma rshall

Mr. Me~Ollach
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nelsen

21

23

against .. 2

ATas.

Mr. Oliver
3d . Pantga
Mr. Rend
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Shearn.
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Triat
3,1'. Wise
Mdr. Rodoreda

(Teller.)
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NOES.
Mr. Abbott Mr. Murray
;lr. Ackland 31r. Nalder
Mr. Doeal Mr. Ninmo.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Perkins
Mr. Cornell Mr. Seward
Mr. Donor Mr. Styayts
Mr. Grayden Mr. Thorn
Mr. Hill Mr. Watts
Sir N. Keenan. M~r. Wild
Mr. Man Mr. Yates
Mr. McDonald Mr. Brand
Mr. MeLarty (Tell"r.)

Question thus negatived.

Bill defeated.

MOTION-GAS SUPPLY.

As to tilisation of Collie Coal.

Debate resumed from the 10th August
on the following motion by Mr. Triat:-

That in the opinion of the House, the Gov-
ernment should install a Collie coal gasifica-
tion plant at the Perth Gas Works in con-
junction with its present plant, having in
view tile possibility that, eventually, all gas
required in Western Australia can be obtained
solely from Western Australian coal, thus
enabling all gas appliances, both industrial
and domiestic, to be operated in the event of
no -Newcastle or other imported coal being
available.

THE IISITER rOR WRKS (Hon.
y. Doney-Williams-Narrogin) [4.15]:
The subject-matter of the motion is cer-
tainly topical, and, in my opinion, deserv-
ing of debate. I think members will feel
obliged to the member for Mt. 'Magnet for
his display of interest and enthusiasm in
stressing the usefulness of Collie coal for
the manufacture of gas both for industrial
and domestic purposes during the periods
when Maitland coal, or coal from any
other suitable spot in New South Wales,
is not available. I share the hon. mem-
ber's enthusiasm. *If what he wishes to be
done with Collie coal can be achieved,' it
.should be done, provided it is economical.
That is a point which is often lost sight
of. But when the hon. member implies
that what he seeks can best be done by
the use of what I might refer to as the
Fox gas plant, I do not agree.

I do not say that the hon. member in-
sisted on that method and no other, but
it was plain that he certainly favoured it.
I am not desirous of giving any offence
whatever to the hon. member who intro-
duced the motion, hut I do think his ex-
cessive loyalty to Mr. Fox hardly allows
him to be a sound judge. I feel that he

can see nothing whatever wrong with the
Fox plant, and nothing, or extremely little,
that is right in any competitive plant.

NIT. Graham: You tell us.

The MflNISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not at alt biassed in connection with this
problem. If the Fox plant has better
qualities than the competitor plants, then
let us have it straight away. The member
for Mt. Magnet told the House that in cer-
tain circumstances-and I take it those cir-
cumstances were chosen by Mr. Fox him-
self-Mr. Fox had shown that he could
boil a kettle of water quicker by the Fox
method than by the methods generally
adopted throughout the State. It was upon
that happening-that is the speed with
which the water in the kettle-could ble
boiled-and upon the work pf a plant at
Plaimuar Ltd., that he based his case; and
particularly did he babe it upon the re-
sults achieved by the PIl.aimar people. I
am not questioning for a moment that the
results at that industrial centre aje not
precisely what he says. T recall the hon.
member saying that he based his views on
what he referred to as established facts
which could easily be confirmed by any-
one who cared to visit the Plaimar factory
in ilavelock-street, West Perth, where the
plant had been operating for a year or
more on gas produced from Collie coal.

I am given to understand that what the
hon. member said Is quite correct. All the
same, I might ask, what would be fair com-
ment upon the plant at Plaimar's? It is
this, in my judgment, that to prove that
a plant is suited to supplying gas to one
building is certainly not proving that it
is suited to reticulating- gas to many houses
over a wide area, which is what it would
he called upon to do if it were to usurp the
position now held by the present system.
I said a little while ago, in order not
to he misunderstood, that it is not part of
my duty and would not be right to speak in
a derogzatory way of 'Mr. Fox. I under-
stand that, in an exploratory way, he has
done a great deal to -boost the usefulness
of gas of a certain type and has drawn
attention to ways, other than the usual,
of making gas. In order to arrive at the
quality of gas produced by the Fox plant
I would mention that it is probably an
adaptation of a plant first put into use in
Vienna about 25 years ago. There have
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been similar adaptations in many places
throughout the world and I do not think
the Fox plant, as now constructed, teaches
our experts at the -laboratories anything
useful in addition to what they already
know. Research into the gasification of
all types and grades, including Collie coal
and similar coals from other places, has
been proceediiag for many years in this
and other countries.

Ron. F. J. S. Wise:- It is a case of neces-
sity being the mother of invention.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I agree
with that, It was with a view to deter-
mining the best process to adopt that the
Department of Industrial Development-
I think in conjunction with the Common-
wealth-arranged for a visit to this coun-
try by two European experts, one of them
being Dr. Danilut and thp other Mr. Berg-
mann, and they were invited to this State
last year. They collaborated with the Gov-
ernment fuel technologist, Mr. Donnelly,
andl their advice was that the Lurgi process
was best suited to the utilisation of Collie
coal. The Government bias therefore ex-
pressed its opinion that that is the brest
policy to be followed in this State and
that all future developments in this -re-
gard in Western Australia should be shaped
to that end.

Members will appreciate that, having
selected what we believe to be the best
of a number of comipetingr units, we should
stick to it unless we are sure we have
found something better. We would make
very little progress if we picked first 48n
this and then on that. As the result of
experience and economics certain standards
have been developed throughout the world
and I believe any Government wouild be
foolish to depart front them. Not count-
ing cleanliness, freedom from sulphuretted
hydrogen, and so on, the value of gas is
measured by the number of B.T.1J. per
cubic foot under certain temperature and
pressure conditions. I believe the average
quality of the product of all Australian
gas undertaking-s is as-high as 520 B.T.U.
MfenhArs will compare that with the 810

B.T.TJ. which I believe is the normal quality
attained by the Fox process.

Mr. Triat: Are you sure that 520 B.TJ.
is the Australian standard for coal gasi

The MIN-ISTER FOR WORKS: That is
the information given to me.

Mr. Triat: then why is it boosted in
this State with oil in order to get it up
to 480 B.T.U.9

-The MINISTER FOR'WORKS: I am
unable to answer that. There are many
things about gas that I do not know and
I question whether anyone here could
answer certain questions about gas unless.
fortified with advice from experts. I am
told the average standard of gas in Canada
is 485 B.T.U. and I believe that in that.
Dominion the quality never falls -below
450 B.T.U.

Mr. Triat: What is the standard in
Ireland)

The MINISTER ]FOR WORKS: The
bon. member may have time later on to
look that upt but I have not the informa-
tion now. As I have said, the average in
Canada is 485 B.T.U. and it does not fall
below 450 B.T.U.

Mr. Marshall: Is that quality boosted
by the addition of oil?

The MVINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
say it is not assisted by oil but is pro-
duced from the better coals available in
Canada.
iMr. Marshall: Do not quote figures

vuhiel inculude 'uuusting with oii, against
the product of Collie coal without oil.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: If there
is the addition of oil, sich as is necessary
with coals of the type of.Collie coal, that
is a horse of a different colour.. There was
an investigation in England and I under-
stand that 7,000 units were examined, a nd'-
only in the case of five small gas companies
did the quality fall below 400 B.TXT. They
managed to maintain a high average heat-
ing value, but the standard in Perth would
appear, at 478 B.T.U., to be up to world
standards.

Mr. Triat: But not just from coal.

The MINISTEIR FOR WORKS: The coal
referred to would 'obviously he Newcastle
or Maitland coal. I am not pretending that
the coals from which this gas is produced
are comparable with Collie coal but I am
implying by these comparisons that if a
gas of a quality of from 810 to 820 B.T.U.
is to be supplied-we must digest this fact
-pipes of larger dimensions will be required
for the distribution.

Mi. Triat: Why?

A
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The MINISTER FOR WbRKS: I Pre-
sume that the pressure of 320 B.TJJ. is
nothing like the pressure behlind a larger
number of heat units. Also, all the equip-
ment appropriate to this plant would be
designed to burn greater quantities of gas
per minute than would be the ease with the
gas going through those pipes now. In
-other words, cooking and other processes
would take much longer. It is basic fact that
gas can only transform into heat the nuim-
her of B.T.U. it contains. That is a refer-
ence to the test made by U~r. Fox at Md-
land Junction. The member for Mt. Magnet
hias described quite a number of incidents
'connected with the experimental work done
in this State by Mr. Fox and he has, quite
excusably, expressed disappointment that
miOre has not resulted from these efforts.
Ia addition, and in no uncertain way, he
has criticised a large number of Govern-
ment officials who have been concerned in
any way in the investigation. That is not
the hon. member's usual way of doing things.
N'ormally, I find him extremely fair, but in
this instance I was not struck by his fair-
ness at all.

I think the hion. member does not realise
that nothing could give the officers iu the
Government departments dealing with this
-matter greater satisfaction than to find
some more economic and efficient means of
g-asifying coal. The hon. member, upon re-
flection, might agree that that is likely to
be so. The present and previous Gonern-
meats have had coal panels investigating
this problem for quite a few years. The
lion. member must know that, because he
came into contact with them at the time
the Fox trials were first made. I know, too,
that M.fr. Donnelly, the Government
technologist, has for quite a while been
specialising in the study of Collie coal. I
have no doubt myself that, had there been
anything worth acquiring from the Fox
unit, 'Mr. Donnelly and those associated
with him would not have hesitated one
moment to do so. They had no hesitation
at all in placing- their hands upon the Lurgi
process as soon as they discovered its quali-
-ties.I

Mr. Trint: Is the Lurgi process to be in-
stalled?

The MINISTER. FOR WORKS: It is
their present intention, although it has not
yet been installed. All their investigations
.are shaped to the end that they will use the

turgi process and that the plant will be
located at Collie, and from there the gas
will be taken to Perth by a 12 inch main.
I do -not know from my own knowledge, but
I am told that a 12-inch main is big enough
to take from Collie to Perth sufficient gas
for the needs of a city three times as large
as Perth is now, That is simply informa-
tion that has been Passed On to me by people
with the technical knowledge which I lack.
I do not want again to traverse the round
which the memher for 31t. Magnet has
covered pretty thoroughly relating to the
test plant installed at Midland Junction.
Those who witnessed the test were not im-
pressed,

M1r. Triat: Were not impressed?

The MNIINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
they were not impressed. The plant, of
course, was not retained at the workshops
but was taken to Welshpool for further ex-
perinments. I do not know precisely the
nature of the further tests it underwent
there, but I do know the results were not
satisfactory from Mr. Fox's view point in
the sense that he did not seem to get the
interest of the authorities. During his re-
msrks, the member for Mt. Magnet made a
few interesting points on the carbonising of
Collie coal. I think he referred particularly
to storing and handling. As to that, as
more supplies of Collie coal come to hand,
attention will be given to the advice that he
submitted. I might make a further brief
reference to the hon. member's remarks on
the plant installed at Plaimar's Ltd., which
I %nderstand is what might be known as
the "Fox" plant.

Mr. Triat: Your advisers would not be
impressed with that. I can assure you of
that after hearing your speech.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was
about to say that this firm, with its sub-
sidiaries, is one of the most progressive in
Australia, and anything it does in matters
of this kind must be treated with respect
but, at the same time, members must keep
a sense of proportion when dealing with
questions of this nature. I mentioned earlier
that the plant at that company has an ex-
tremely small job to do in that it has to
enter for the needs of only a small build-
ing. The question of reticulation does not
enter into it there.

Mr. Triat: What difference does the ques-
tion of reticulation make'
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not tell the hon. member that, bat I do
know that the smaller pressure behind the
gas makes it overall more difficult to trans-
mit unless the diameter of the pipe is in-
creased. I have already said that the unit
is small, and I believe, from the informa-
tion supplied to me, -that it does no more
than supply gas for the heating of a
section only of the industrial plant at that
firm. It does not have to be distributed over
miles of distance; that is the point. There-
fore, the quality of approximately 320
B.T.TJ. is not marked disability. I am
assuming that the hon. member, by his
motion, desires to ensure that Collie coal he
utilised to the greatest extent possible and
in that I am with him. However, the hon.
mnember's motion would tie the Government
down to the use of ehis coal at the Perth
gasworks. But for that, I might have found
myself ready to agree with him.

Mr. Triat: Then move an amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
do so. I have one prepared and the only
difference between that and the motion is
that I would leave out reference to the
location of the unit. The Government and
its advisers wish it to he at Collie whereas
the hon. member wishes to have it in Perth.
In tbe circumstances, it would lead to better
results if the hon. member agreed to my
proposal. I move an amendment-

That all the words after the word "House''
be struck out with a view to inserting the
following words in lieu:-

"'the Government should accelerate its in-
vestigations into the use of Collie coal for
the manufacture of gas for the metropolitan
area and country towns having iu view the
possibility that eventually all gas required
in Western Australia can be obtained solely
from Western Australian coal, thus enab-
ling all gas appliances, both industrial and
domestic, to be operated in the event of
nil Newcastle or other imported~coal being
available.'"

MR. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet-on amend-
ment) [4.48] : I fually thought that the Min-
ister would have come here today well in-
str-ucted by his technical officers on the sub-
ject-matter of the motion. This is the first
.occasion when there has been an oppor-
tunity for the technical advisers of the Gov-
,erment to view a commercial plant in suc-
cessful operation by a reliable firm, and I
therefore thought that the information the

Minister would put before the House would
be enlightening. However, I find that he
has given a great amount of misrepresenta-
tion instead of correct information.

The standard of gas in Western Austra-
lia is laid down in a statute adopted from
England under a charter of King George
IV. That prescribed a standard of 470
B.T.U., which was ,the correct quality for
gas in those times. As people in other
countries have made advancement, that
standard hgas been broken diown to suit the
requirements of the coal in the various
localities where it is produced. Though
Western Australia has a low grade of coal,
for some unforeseen reason it still persists
in demanding a gas of 470 R.T.U. or 450
as a minimum. The Minister gave us no
information at all. He just rambled about,'
telling us that he was agreeable that West-
ern Australian coal should be used, but that
his advisers had informed him practically
that it could not he used as it was of only
370 R.T.LJ. He told us that Australian coal
produced gas of 520 B.TAJ. He ought to
know that the gas produced in Western
Australia from the best Australian coal has
to be boosted by the use of oil and that
the gas pl-ntin Perth last year used 8613,844
gallons of American oil to bring the gas
up to the quality of 480 B.T.U. Yet the
Minister has told the House that Australian
coal produces gas of 520 B.T.U. Next time
the Minister sees his advisers, he should ask
them why they gave him wrong information
-information that was not correct.

The Ministei' tor Works: Since *you ad-
vise me along those lines, let me advise you
that the next time you see Mr. Fox-

M.Nr. TRIAT: Never mind Mr. Fox! I amr
not suggesting that the Fox plant be used.
What I am suggesting is that we should
use a similar process. But why should the
Minister say that we produce gas of 520
B.T.U. w~hen it is necessary to boost up
the best Newcastle coal with 800,000 gallons
of American oil to get that quality? I sup-
pose our gas works are the most decrepit
in the Commonwvealth, hut still the Minister
is prepared to stand 'behind his advisers
and supply gas at an exorbitant price. Let

- him ask the people whether they are satis-
fied either with the quality or the price of
the gas.
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Mr. Marshall: Or the pressure.

M1r. TRIAT:. The pressure is very poor.

Mr. 'Marshall: It is damnable.

M1r. TIIIAT: The pressure is so poor that
the gas, will not burn brightly in the lower
parts of the mnetropolitan area.

The Minister for Works: I am not pre-
tending -that the gas is any better than it
really is.

Mr. TRIAT: Then why tell the House
that gas of 520 B.T.tT. was obtained from
Australian eoal? Why not say that so many
thousands of gallons of oil had to be used to
boost it?

The M1inister for Works: I admit the need'
for supplementing it with oil which every-
body knows is done.

Mr. TRIAT: I did not at any time sug-
gest that Collie coal should be used merely
when other Australian coal was not avail-
able. I suggested that Collie coal should
be used at all times to the exclusion of all
other coal, whether Australian or English.
I want to see it used for all purposes, in-
dustria] and commercial, and I am suggest-
ing that it he sulpplied by a process similar
to the Fox process. I do not care where
it is located so long as the coal comes from
Collie.

I should like to inform the M1inister that
there is a plant operating in this State
producing- gas from Collie coal. That plant
is at Fremantle and was brought in by ain
English engineer to produce a total gasi-
fication of Collie coal. If necessary, let the
MNinistrr get a similar plant and use
Collie coal. All I want to do is to
enisure that Collie coal is used to prq7
duce gfts instead of our buying Ameri-
can oil to boost up Australian coal-
Our rate of exchange is too bad and -we
should do everything we can to give our
people gas from Collie coal. The officer in
charge at Fremantle tells me that they pro-
duce 50,000 cubic feet of gas from one ton
of Collie coal, while the Minister's plant
produces 17,000 cubic feet from one ton of
Newcastle coal. Is it not worth the Mlin-
ister's while to investigate the matter, really
to go into it himself? He is not a fool.
Let him go to the Fremnantle expert and
ask what they -are getting from Collie coal,

and then let him go to the engineer at the
Perth City Gas Works and ask him a simi-
Jar question.

If we are getting only 17,000 cubic feet
and they are getting 50,000 cubic feet at
Fremantle, why arc we wasting money in
bringing coal from Newcastle to produce
gas? It is a pure fallacy. It does not re-
quire many brains to see that we should
scrap our obsolete plant which dates back
to the tine of King George the Fourth C

-Let us scrap it and give consumers value
from gas supplied from a modern plant.
The Minister said that the quality of gas
is measured by H.T.U. Like him, I do not
know much about gas.

The Minister for Works: Then you are
hardly the mant to question me. I thought
you knew a lot.

Mr. TRIAT: The Minister told me that
the value of gas is measured by B.T.U.
If we have gas with a B.T.U. value of 450
and Another of 320, the first is good and
the second is no good. But let me tell the
Mi1nister that is not correct. The value of
gas is measured by the heating capabilities
of the parts that constitute the B.T.U.
* The 'Minister for Works: Tell me where
you get the information, since you say you
have not got it within yourself.

Mr. TRtIA F: From several sources. Sev-
eral engineers who are highly qualified to
speak on gas have told me.

The M1inister for Works: Gas engineers
in this State?-

Mr. TRIAT: Yes, in this State. Quali-
fied engineers-much niore qualified than
is the 'Minister's engineer, Mr. Edmondson.

The Minister for Works: I would like
to meet them.

Mr. TRIAT: I wanted the Minister to
meet them but he would not go. I am-not
referring o Mr. Fox either.

The 'Minister for Works: The speech I
-replied to was basedi on Mr. Fox's method.
You have shifted your ground.

M1r. TRIAT: Plaimar's engineer gave
iae the latest information. He is a man of
high standing as a gas engineer and can
speak with authority. I was told that the
480 B.TU gas was not as good as the 320
B.T.U. gas at present used.

The M1inister for Works: Why is not the
320 B.T.U. used more in the other States?



[21 Sj,,rExuhR, 1949.] 21

'Mr. TRIAT: I will tell the Minister
where it is used. Would the Minister like
to know?

The 'Minister for Works: I would.

Mr. TRIAL I will quote from the "Gas
Journal Calendar and Directory," 1946
edition. That is a reliable souree of infor-
mnation. It is not information from some
tuppenny-ha'penny fitter, but from a really
up-to-date technical journal. That journal
refers to a privately-owned undertaking in
Dublin, -Ireland, which has a capital of
£91,799,738, and which supplies the needs
of 119,836 domestic users and 908 indus-
trial users with gas that has a declarod
value of 360 B.T.U. per cubic foot. Does
the Minister know the size of that plant
expressed in the number of consumers
served?

The Minister for Works: I cannot be ex-
pected to know.

Mr. TRIAT: The number of consumers
served by the undertaking is four times
greater than the number who draw from the
supply in Perth and 18 times greater than
tiwe number supplied from 'the plant at
Fremantle. T-bat is one plant that gives a
enlorific value a long way under 480- In-
fornaLiun supplied to us by the Minister
-was thfat the Fox plant had a five-inch
-water gauge as against a. 31/4 inch water
gauge for Newcastle coal- A five-inch
water gauge pressure is about equal to four
ounces of ordinary pressure. There is no
possibility of any danger occurring with a
four ounce pressure. The suggestion was
that taps would leak with the high pressure
of low-grade gas because taps are not made
to sustain high pressure. Five inches is
the maximum pressure used with 320, 340
or 360 B'.T.U. gas. There are other placet
besides.Dublin using gas with a low B.T.U.
per cubic foot. Here are some undertak-
ings that operate on RS.T.U. values of 400
and under, and I quote frkom the same
journal to which I have already referred-

Consumers. B.T.U.
Larne Co., Antrim .- . 16349 400
Dunkald Co., Lough ... 2200 400
Port Glasgow. ... .. 5013 375
Kennoway, rife . ... 2360 340
South Oxfordshire ... 631 820

-That is another country with high-grade
coals and as low as 320 B.T.U. are used.
Why does the Minister tell us that we can-
'not ase 320 B.T.U. successfullyI

The Minister for Works: I did not say
that.

Mr. TRIAT: The Minister suggested that
new pipes would he necessary.

The Minister for Works: I did not say
that.

M1r. TRIAT: The Minister's engineers
told hint that he would require to have
bigger pipes. I say that is not so. Plaimars
are using 340 B.T.U. and with exactly the
same pipes as the Gas Department uses.

The Attorney General: They are not con-
ving the gas the same distance, are theyl

Mr. TRIAT: They go all the distance they
require and I suppose they, could convey
the gas a lot further, I am not prepared to
give 'away secrets, but the Minister will find
that they can do so. The Minister has not
attempted to go near Plahuars since I made'
my speech on this subject, on a previous
occasion, with a diew to finding out whether
my information was correct or otherwise.
He has never bothered. So far as I know,
no Government technical men have gone
down there either,

The Minister for Works: Is the produc-
tion of gas continuous?

Mr. TRIAT: It is continuous night and
day.

The Minister for Works: For how many
daysT

Mr. TRIAT:- For 51/ days a week or for
however long they work. They close down
over the week-end.

The Minister for Works: Wht do they
do then? ?

Mr. TRIAT: They close down over the
week-end. This is something which should
interest the House.

The Minister for Works: Do they work
hard to get the clinkers out?

Mr. TRIAT: There are no clinkers. If
the Minister will go down there he can find
out these things for himself. -At the Min-
ister's works gas is not procurable under
48 hours from the time of lighting up but
according to the information from the en-
gineers at Plaimars-and this can be verified
-gas is procurable from within half an hour
of starting work. They achieve that within
half an hour as against 48 hours with the
antiquated plant operated by the Govern-
ment. Plainiars is a business concern. They
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are not ordinary people. They require up-
to-date apparatus. They could revert to-
morrow to Perth City gas because they have
all the plant to do so, but they do not pro-
pose to take that course.

The M1inister for Works: Is there any-
body else except Plaimars doing this'.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes. The 'Minister would
be surprised if he made inquiries to discover
how many people are asking about these
plants. I am not prepared to tell him be-
cause I would be violating secrecy. I have
been told privately what firms are instal-
liyg the plants. Better results arc being
obtained at Plaimars than from Perth City
gas at a fraction of the cost. That does
away with the Mfinister's argument that wve
would have to re-design the equipment in
order to utilise a lower grade of gas.
Plaimar's Ltd. are using the same equip-

.ment and burners wiith gas produced by the
Fox process as they 'used on ordinary town
ga S. The tests made at 'Midland Junction
were made on standard stoves supplied by
Metters Ltd. They were the same stoves
as are normally used in Perth with town gas,
and the test was conducted under the super-
vision of Metters' experts.

The 'Minister suggested that special tests
were made by M1r. Fox, hat he bad nothing
to do with it. He simhply produced the gas
from Collie coal and Mfetters. made the tests.
The Minister says nothing would please the
departmental officers better than tQ use Collie
coal, but that is not proved by the attitude
adopted by those gentlemen or the attitude
of the 'Minister in refusing or neglecting to
examine Plaimar's plant,,and it leaves me
-unconvinced that the department wants to
use anything other than -Newcastle coal.

The Minister for Works: They are using
Collie coal now.

Mr. TRIAT: They are using Collie coal
to heat the retorts in which gas is produced
from Newcastle coal. The Collie coal is
used solely for heating and not as a coal from
which to produce gas. The only coal used
for the direct production of gas by the Ekec-
tricity and Glas Department is Newcastle
coal, and to that they add large quantities
of oil. The only place producing gas direct
from Collie coal, apart fromn Plaimar's, is the
Fremantle Gas Works. Mfy mission was to
get the Government to agree to use every
mean., in its power to install in the depart-

meat's gas works, plant to utilise Collie
coal directly and probably supply to the con-
sumers gas at a cheaper rate tfiu that ob-
taining today.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the member for Mt.
Magnet going to accept the amendment

Mr. TRIAT: No. Why wait for two or.
three years until the Germans make up their
mind what they are going to do? Tie Gov-
ernment has not ordered any new plant and
for the next two or three years the depart-
meat will continue supplying the same gas
as at present. I am asking the Government
to use any process it likes to produce gas
directly from Collie coil1 and supply it to
the public at a cheaper rate than that at pre-
sent charged. The amendment would me=n
only that at some time in the future Western
Australian coal might be used for gas pro-
duection. The Government should make in-
vestigations immediately. I suggest that they
should get experts from the G.S.I.R.O. to
investigate the matter, together with State
officers. I hope the House will support my
motion.

. MR, GRAHAM (East Perth-oun amend-
nient) T-5.51: 1 rise principally to protest
against the stubborn conservatism of the
departmental officers who arc advising the
Minister. I have spoken in similar vein
befnre -( this4 and I think it is a shocking
state of affairs that there should be this
reluctance to accept new ideas and venture
forth, especially when so much is at stake.
Members must be aware that the member
for M1t. Magnet is in deadly earnest in this
matter. Ile is not a technical expert, but
he has submitted evidence that to me, as
a layman, seems overwhelming. I am dis-
gusted to hear from the Minister for
WVorks that his offiers were by no means
impressed with the tests and demonstraI-

tions made of the production of gas from
Collie% coal by the Fox process, approxi-
mately three years ago at 'MidlandI Junction.
On that oVccsion We saw the small pilof
plant and it emrtainly did produce zas. I
d~o not know how it was done, but the gas
'Wus produtced. A number of ordinary gas
stoves were airranged in line for the test.
They were similar to the stoves that can
he found in any home. There was also a
furnace, such as might be used for indus-
trial purposes.
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We saw the gas jets turned on and
wratched while a measured pint of water
was boiled. We used our own watches to
cheek the time, taken in the boiling of the
water. We noted the differences in tem-
perature as registered on thermometers in
the gas oven;, and the tests revealed an
achievement superior to that obtained by
the use of town gas as utiiscd in the aver-
age home. To the best of my memory the
gas was produced from Collie coal wfihout
the addition of oil for boosting purposes.
Yet the Minister, instead of dealing with
hii departmental officers, seeks to put for-
ward plausible excu -ses and reasons why the
Government should not proceed with the
installation of M1r. Fox's plant or zome
similar process. Mr. Fox showed the many
members who neceptd his invitation that
it is possible to produce a good and
effective gas from Collie coal, without boost-
ing by the use of oil.

As the member for Mt. Magnet has
pointed out, something in excess of 800,000
gallons of oil was used last year to boost
the, gas supplied to the metropolitan area
by the Electricity and Gas Department. If
it cost £50,000 or even -more, surely tis
question is of sufficient importance to the
State-owing to industrial dislocations that
arise in the Eastern States-that it would
he worth taking a risk, if indeed a, risk is
involved, and installing plant of this type,
even though the gas produced might not
he of so high a standard as that obtained
from Newcastle coat. Instead of a person
like Mfr. Fox being snubbed and in many
respects discourageil, he should have been
assisted in every possible way. H~ad he
been given full opportunity I am convinced
his work would have been worth millions
of pounds to this State, not only with re-
gard to his process for the production of
gas from our own coal, but also in view
of the fact that he is positive and can
prove on a* scientific and technical basis
that, for the outlay of*- a comparatively
small sum of money, we could install steel
mills and undertake the production of
rolled steel economically, within certain
limits, in Western Australia. But some-
how the Government or its technical ad-'
risers seem opposed to anything of that
sort 'unless it he within the confines of
orthodoxy.

As we have now an all-time record Bud-
get, with £12,000,000 of loan money pro-
'vided, and grave doubts have been ex-
pressed as to whether it is possible to ex-
pend that sum during the present financial
year, surely it would be a move in the right
direction to devote some of that huge
amount to providing opportunity to demon-
strate the efficacy of the Fox method, or
something akin to that process. I under-
stand that M1r. Fox several years ago sub-
mit ted 'a proposition that was endorsed in
principle by the Bunbury Municipal Coun-
cil. I do not know how far it went, but
.the proposal was that the township of
Bunhury should have a plant, based on Mr.
Fox's design, for the production of gas.
He gave certain guarantees as to the re-
sults that would be achieved and one would
imagine that, in a matter of such trans-
cendent importance, any Government would
have jumped at the opportunity of using
that man's brains and ideas.

So far as he has been permitted to do
so, Mr. Fox has without exception demon-
strated that he is able to attain the re-
sults he claims. I do not know how any-
one could be other than impressed hy the
demonstration witnessed by members at
Midlanil Junction. The plain fact is that
the necessary heat was produced in the
stoves, the ovens and the furnace. What
more is required of any gas9 W'hy'this
penchant for Newcastle coal, based on a
superstition, going hack several generations,
that Western Australian coal is not suit-
able for the production of gas for com-
mercial or domestic purposes? Why this
desire to adhere rigidly to a system that
requires so many hundreds of thousands
of gallons of imported oil in order to mate
it effective?

The Minister for Works: Do -you really
think it is only a supposition?

Mr. GRAHAM: I feel it is conservatism
on the padt of the departmental officers.

The Minister for Works: I thought you
said it was a superstition that was respon-
sible for the partiality for Newcastle coal.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so, and I repeat
that for ever so long there has been a mis-
conception to the effect that Collie coal is
unsuitable. That has been proved to be un-
true and members of Parliament and scores
of others saw the facts for themselves. The
myth has been exploded.
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The Minister for Works: What you have
just said is not being denied.

Mr. GRAHAM: Then why not give this
process a fair trial?

The Minister for Works: Because there
is nothing new in the information. I

Mr. GRAHAM: Admittedly it is now sev-
eral years old, but now that it has been
established that it is possible to produce
usable gas from Collie coal, why not utilise
the Fox process?

The Minister for Works: Because it is
not as good as members on your side of
the House claim it to be.

Mr. GRAHAM: I will repeat, for the
benefit of the Minister, that the tests that
we witnessed, as laymen, showed that it was
possible to produce gas from Collie coal,
without any boosting by oil, and to obtain
results superior to those achieved by the
use of gas produced from Newcastle coal
with the addition of oil.

The Minister for Works: Do you think
you are fully competent to judge?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am competent to ob-
serve the recordings of a stopwatch and I
have some comprehension of what is going
on when a kettle of water starts to boil.

The Minister for Works: You think that
is all there is to it?

-Mr. GRAHAM A: Apart from that it was a
matter of reading thermometers. I stated that
I had no conception as to bow the gas was
produced. All I hnow is that certain results
were achieved. When Mr. Fox suggested
that he could do that much in the initial
stages there were many people who were
sceptical about it.

Mr. Triat: The departmental officers were.
Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, and I understand it

was a chance meeting of the member for
Mt. Magnet with Mr. Fox that was respon-
sible for that hon. member prevailing upon
the then Minister for Works and Industrial
Development, the member for Northam, and
as a consequence, notwithstanding the official
opposition, opportunity was given to Mr.
Fox to set up his plant and produce the gas
with the results that we all witnessed.

The Minister for Works: What was my
predecessor's attitude to the results?!

Msr. GRAHAM: I amn afraid I do not
know what his reaction was. Perhaps the
Minister could informn us.

The Minister for Works: I was asking
you the question because you know a great
deal about it.

Mr. GRAHAM: It would appear that if
one-and shall I say with a certain amount
of energy and force-makes a statement,
repeats it and later on reiterates it-

The Minister for Works: That does not
make a fact out of it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

31r. GRAHAM: M1y observation, which
has been made so many times, has still not
reached the Minister for Works.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it has
reached me but it has gone away again.

Mr. GRAHAM: T am not surprised; there
is nothing to stop it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair.

Mr. GRAHAM: I ask the Government to
give serious consideration to the proposition
and not to grasp the excuses and pretexts
which I am certain are being submitted by
the departmental officers. When there is
something of such tremendous importance it
would be to the credit of this or any Govern-
ment to take courage by the forelock and be
prepared to risk a mistake with regard to
it. There is so much of value to be obtained
and Mr. Fox has not been proved wrong.
There have been all sorts of assertions made,
as there have been in connection with Collie
coal for several generations, but this man has
not been proved wrong. Let the Government
be courageous enough to say, "Well, we are
prepared, and we as a Government instruct
our departments to proceed with a certain
form and method utilising evidence and ex-
perience gained by the experiments and de-
monstrations of Mr. Fox." Instead of pro-
ceeding with these protracted inquiries--and,
I repeat, we have all seen the results-the
Government would then be getting some-
where.

Whilst I have not the authority for ex-
pressing the viewpoint of anybody else, I
do not think there would be one member
from this side of the House who would in
any way criticise the Government if it were
to grapple with this matter and decide to
proceed with it. If the Government were to
do that it would receive commendation not
only from this side of the House but' also
from the public generally. If the Govern-
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ment were unsuccessful in its activity I sup-
pose that approximately £20,000 or £50,000
would be expended. Very many times that
sum has been expended previously with-
out any great results to the economy of
Western Australia. This is something big,
vital and important and I sincerely hope
the Minister will give further consideration
to the representations and the evidence of the
member for Mt. Magnet; and that he will
as a Minister, and preferably in company
with his technical officers, investigate the
plant, the methods and results at Plaimars
and also discuss with the English engineer
at Fremantle for the purpose of ascertain-
ing from them how it is done and how
effective it is. These people have the prac-
tical results and can supply information to
the Minister.

Perhaps if the Government does not feel
as courageous as I desire it to be, then a
start could be made because 'Mr. Fox has-
stated that for a comparatively small ex-
penditure a plant, using Collie coal ex-
elusively, could be installed to supply the
eastern metropolitan area with gas. if the
production of gas is economic and the re-
sultant product is capable of doing the job
required of it in a comparatively small way,
then all we are urging the Governmenat to
do at this stage is to expand and extend the
idea to cover several thousand homes. Surely
if the scheme works in that direction it
should be sufficient to convince the Govern-
ment that the Perth gas works should be
converted and reconstructed so that in the
terms of the notion, "All gas required in
Western Australia can be obtained solely
from the use of W.A. coal."

THE JAUSTiR ro nM NUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (Hon. A. F. Watts-
Rataunin-on amendment) [5.22]: It is
my intention to support the amendment of
the Minister for Works and to endeavour,
if I can, to clear up what appears to me
to be some misunderstandingr on the part
of the member for East Perth. The terms
of the motion refer to the use of Collie coal
for the production of gas in the metropoli-
tan area. It is true that the motion made
special reference to gas obtained from the
East Perth works. But, the member for
East Perth seems% to have impressed the
House, or he has me at ana-v rate, with the
idea that he believes the only way in which
gas can he provided from Collie coal, in

the metropolitan area, is by the system
with which Mr. Fox has been experiment-
ing. If that was so there might have been
some substance in the argument of the hon.
member. However, I say, without fear of
contradiction, that there is nobody in the
Government or any other part of the pub-
lic service which is concerned in this ques-
tion who does not want to see Collie coal
used in large quantities, indeed without
any other coal if that be possible, for the
production of gas both domestically and
industrially for the City of Perth.

But I question very much, however good
the experiments conducted by Mr. Fox
were, or the plant that he has erected at
Plaimars may be-I do not propose to
offer any adverse criticism-whether it
could result in a successful gas supply to
the City of Perth without very substantial
alterations in things much more difficult to
alter than the East Perth gas wvorks. As.
Minister for Industrial Development I have
had quite a lot to do with the in-vestiga-
lions which have, been taking place in 're-
gard to the use of Collie coal by what is
known as the Lurgi process. If it caa be
established as suitable -and there are
gathering reasons why it should be-to set
up works for the production of gas from
Collie coal at Colie and to pipe it to the
metropolitan area, that gas would come
from the source of supply and would be of
sufficient British Thermal Units substan-
tially to do away with the necessity for
the very great alteration to the Perth pipe-
line system, which would be necessary if
we were to use a gas such as thait produced
by what we will call the Fox process.

We must not l ose sight of the fact that
there are very many miles-from memory
there are something like 320 miles-of re-
ticulation mains in the metropolitan region
of Perth from which consumers are sup-
plied with gas. If we are to put through
those pipes a gas of considerably less
B.T.t'. value than is the standard at pre-
sent, then I am given to understand, on
the authority which I must accept as. re-
liable, because it is agreed to by all -the
experts% whose information has come be-
fore me, that the greater proportion of
those reticulation mains would have fo be
re-laid with pipes of a greater diameter.
So, it is quite obvious that even if it were
desirable to amend and alter the East
Perth gas works to provide gas from Collie
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coal on the basis suggested, a tremendous
jab would still have to be done in the
metropolitan area alone before it could be
attempted. It is true that a substantial
length of pipeline would have to be laid
if the ocher process was installed at Collie.
But, I venture to suggest that it would not
be any longer than; if as long as, the pipes to
Ire re-laid in the metropolitan district.

Mr. Graham: Why I

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMEKNT: Because it is only about
135 miles from Collie toPerth. That is the
main reason.

Mr. Graham: Why re-lay them in the
metropolitan area?7

The M INISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOP'MENT: Because we cannot put
gas of a lower value than 320 B.T,.T.
through the pipes which we have at pre-
sent. They must be altered to do that.
Gas, of a lower B.T.U. rating, going through
the pipes we have at present, would -not
he suitable for domestic or industrial pur-
poses.

Mr. Triat: Other experts will tell you
just the reverse?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: When doctors disagree
the patient dies. I have never heard any-
thing from the experts to whom the hon.
member refers.

Mr. Marshall: Doctors need not disagree
and the patient still dies.

The MfINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: That is correct but the
information supplied to me comes from a
moan who has spent a lifetime of study on
the subject. I am not only referring to the
officials of the Electricity Commission by
any means, but to the fuel technologist.
Ile, for many years, was engaged in the
works which supplied gas to the metro.-
politan area of London. -That is a prob-
lem -which is six, 10 or perhaps 20 times
greater than that which is attempted in
Perth, or would have to be attempted in
Perth. I understa nd that this man was
responsible for the supply of gas to part
of London during- the war Period -when
the city was being bombed daily by the
Germans;. The supply of as had to be
maintained and damnage repaired as rapidly
as, possible so that essential "ervices could

continue to be supplied. That man is now
in the employ of the State and yet we are
told that he knows nothing 'about it.

I submit that the idea is ridiculous annL
-1 would not have said as much had it
not been for the interjections-as I said.
before I do not want to decry the activi-
ties or the knowledge of anyone else, but
when we hare a man of the calibre of our
fuel technologist, and he is enaged in the
service of the Government, his opinion
should be acknowledged. He suggests,
among his -recommendations, that some
other line of approach might be more suc-
cessful and ought to he fully investigated.
Are we to turn round and say, "'No, you
know nothing about it"? This man at-
tended to the gas supplies, in an important
capacity, of a city of 7,000,000 or 8,000,000
inhabitants. Are we to say a thing like
that to him? Of course we are not. We
must take note of the views placed before
us. Are we going to tell a man like the
Director of Industrial Development, with
his record as an engineer and a sincere
man, desirous of using local products for
all practical purposes, that he does not
know what he is talking about, that her is
insintere, that he has a penchant for New-
castle coal, and so on?7

Mr. Triat: And for American oil?

The IMNISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMTENT: Yes, and for American1
oil as well! Of course, we are not. It
would be the last thing we would do. First
appointed as consulting engineer to the De-
partment of Industrial Development and
later as, Diretor, I suggest that he is a
man who not only spends all his working
time, hut a good deal of his spare time as
well, in endeavours to evolve methods by
-which still greater use may be made of
local products.

Mr. Styants: Does he know anything
about the production of gas?

The MTN1SqTER FOR T.NDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPM-ENT: He knows something
about it. as all engineers do, but be has
studied the matter as; well1. ,e is always
in close contact with the Fuel Technolo-
grist, whose opinions, for the reasons I
have stated, and hecaus@ of his undoubted
qualification-, must be listened to. I sag-
irest that what is wrong with the motion
is not that the Government should give
even,' attention to the use of Collie coal
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for the production of gas. I say' that
the present Government, its predecessor in
ofilee and, I venture to suggest, its suc-
cessor, whoever may comprise the Go'~ern-
ment of the futut, all would do or say
nothing to the contrary. What is wrong
with the motion is that the Government is
not prepared to say at this juncture that
it should come from the East Perth gas
works. It might be wore advisable that
it should come from somewhere else.

Only this morning I received from the
Director of Industrial Development, after
further discussions with Mr. Donnelly and
other officers, a suggestion that yet further
progress should be made in the investiga-
tions into the use of Collie coal for the
purpose of manufacturing gas. I do not
doubt for one minute that if these officers
are given a little extra time, the solution
that I know the member for 'Mt. -Magnet
wants, as do we all, will lie arrived at;
lint I do not want the motion carried em-
bodying in it the assertion that it should
come from East Perth. I appreciate that
it is with that idea in mind that the Mini-
ister for Works moved his amendment. I
could subscribe wholeheartedly to the
motion if the reference to East Perth were
omitted, because I take, second place to
none and, I hope, amn behind none in
the desire to make the greatest possible use
of Collie coal for the purpose indicated.

I have no hesitation in saying that there
has- been so far no? reasonable step not
taken in an effort to use Collie coal to the
advantage of the people of Perth under
'the system that will best serve the purpose.
Having pointed out, as I have, the un-
doubted ability and qualification of at least
one of the Government's advisers in this
matter, surely it can appropriately be left
to these men-I think we can all agree that
they want to sec, Collie coal u~sed in the
best possible directions-to say which is
the best place from which the work shall
be undertaken. I hope that for these rea-
sons the House will accept the amendment
and catry the motion in its amended form.
I can say that as, far as the Department
of Industrial Development and its officers
arc concerned, the utmost possible will be
done to press on with the investigation of
this problem. They have now received the
specifications of the Lirgi gas plant and
are going into the matter with a View to

using Collie coal for the production of gas
in the best possible way as soon as it can
he done.

HOW. E. H. H. HTALL (Geraldton-oan
amendment) [5.35]. The member for Mt.
Magnet has acted commendably in bringing
this matter before the House. After listen-
ing to the very emphatic speech by the Min-
isQter for Industrial Development, I can say
that it has cleared the air considerably. I
wish we could hear more from Ministers
along similar lines. Certainly, the Minis-
ter's statement carried conviction to me. He
has provided iformation to the House that
1, at any rate, was not aware of previously.
I think Governments of all types could give
some attention to providing members 'with
similarly informative details. We have
technical and professional officers who are
no doubt inquiring into different matters
that perplex the lay mind. We are some-
times asked by our electors why this is not
done or that is -not attended to, and -we are
not in a position to give them information.
We do not hear anything about what is be-
ing done. That is why I ain so pleased to
have heard the Minister speak as he did
this afternoon. He certainly gave us more
information than we generally get from
such speeches. From what he tol us, I am
convinced that, as he observed, past, present
and future Goverfnments were, is, and -will
be, imbued with the samne anxiety as that
shown by the member for Mt. Magnet or
anyone else, to make the best use possible
of Collie coal. With the advantage of the
technical officers referred to by the Minister
and with the knowledge that they are en-
deavou ring in the best way possible to make
use of our native coal, I am prepared to
leave the matter in their hands, particularly
after the definite assurance given us by the
Minister regarding what the expert officers
have stated.

M. MA2BSH.ALL (Murehison-on
amendment) [6.37]1- I think' the member
for M1t. 'Magnet is to be congratulated -upon
his persistency in endeavouring to speed up
experimentsl work on the gasification of
Collie coal. Like that hon. idember, I feel
that developments in that regard have been
particularly slow, and the only bright spot
we have had has been the statement from
the Treasury bench by the Minister for In-
dustrial Development. If we on the Opposi-
bion side of the House are auspicious with
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regard to the laggard development of the
process, we can claim to have good rounds
for it. That claim is based on the f act that
there is no sincerity at all on the part of
some officers in proceeding with experi-
muentation regarding the gasification of
Collie coal. The history of the -use of
our native coal has been a struggle from
the very beginning. When I was first
associated with the administration of the
railways, I can well remember the mere sug-
gestion that we should use Collie coal solely
was to bring forth immediate condemnation.
Over the years we built up the utilisation
of our local coal in piecergeal fashion by
mixing a small'percentage with the imported
coal, and increasing it as time went on until
now we are using 100 per cent. Collie coal
on the railways. Probably every member
knows as much as, I do about the history of
the gasification of Collie coal. We have dc-
partmiental officers who have refused to be-
lieve that the gasification of our native coal
was at all possible. That is the point.

Mr. Triat: That is the information we
have.

Mr. M1AR SXALL: One officer was so
foolish as to put in writing his utter con-
demnation of the project, but he and others
.of like mind are still in the employ of the
Government. Unfortunately, in more than
one way this particular officer was purchased
at a pretty high price, one certainly much
above his true value, when we took over
the electrification of the city. Even prior to
that, the theory was, held that the gasifica-
tion of Collie coal was an impossible pro-
position. We had an officer in the Railway
Department who adopted that attitude and
had no hesitat ion in putting on record his
belief that the gasification of Collie coal
was impossible. Even when 'Mr. .Fox got
Mis experimental plant going at Midland
Junction, righbt up to that point the an-
tag-onism of these officers was plainly ap-
parent when there was any mention of gasi-
fication. of Collie coal. That attitude, un-
fortunately, still prevails.

When Mlr, Fox definitely proved by
means of his experimental plant at Midland
Junction that he could get Mas, from our
ntive c.oal, one officer imlpudently suggest-

ed that the coal had been boosted up with
imp.or'ted oil, whereas not a drop of oil had
been used. In such circumstances, how can
we be other than suspicious when we know

that such officers may be advising the Min-
ister? What confidence can we -repoae in
the 'Minister's statement when advice tender-
ed him on technical matters comes from
such sources! It must be remembered that
the -Minister, just as I had to do when the
Labour Government was in power, has to
rely on advice tendered in regard to techni-
cal problems. From personal experience, I
know the struggle MrY. Fox had to get any-
where with the provision of his plant to
prove conclusively that his theory was capable
of producing practical results. When that
man came here from the Eastern States, he
received encouragement from no-one, and I
do not think there was one departmental
officer who was helpful in the slightest de-
gree. On the contary, I know some that
retarded his progress. Some endeavoured
to put obstacles in his way to prevent his
experimentation with Collie coal.

Mr. Fox had to seek the assistance of
public men, like the member for Mt. Magnet
and others to get him through the obstruc-
tion-to get in with the Minister-an 'd even
then the 'Minister of the day was sceptical
as to the result of providing the necessary
money to permit 'Mr. Fox to install an ex-
perimental plant at Midland Junction. That
was only done after members of Parliament
-public men-bad brought pressure to bear
on the Minister. They said, "Let us try it.
'Here is a theory and, although your depart-
mental officers are obstinate, 'Mr. Fox may
prove them wrong." Owing to this pres-
sure, Mr. Fox was ultimately able to prove
conclusively with his experimental plant
that Collie coal could be gasified.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member sup-
porting the amendment?

Mr. 'MARSHALL: I feel I can support
the amendment. I am not particularly con-
cerned whether the amendment is agreed to
or whether the motion is carried as it stands.
Like the member for Mt, Magnet, I am an-
ndous that the Minister should bring pres-
sure to bear on his departmental officers to
mnake a special effort to develop this pro-
essN. We need not necessarily wed ourselves
to 'Mr. Fox'q plant. I know from my own
experience that pilot or experimental plants
very often give a different result from that
which is obtained when something is pro-
tinted, so to speask, en mas.In the metal-
lurgical world we found that certain experi-
ments could be obtained with a small plant
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in what is known as cyanidation. Good re-
sults were obtained when a small plant was
used, but when a larger plant was employed
the result was entirely different.

The Minister should tell his departmental
officers that further investigations are neces-
sary. But, notwithstanding that it has been
proved conclusively that Collie coal can be
gasified, the Minister now raises another
obstacle. He says, "Yes, we do not doubt
it is possible to gasify Collie coal, but be-
cause of its poor quality, its low B.TNT. con-

t, we are doubtful of the result unless
we enlarge the pipes. We do not know
-whether we would be able to reticulate the
gas." I want the Minister to do what Mr-
Fox did. Let the Minister get his depart-
mental officers to prove by practical experi-
ment that gas derived from Collie coal can-
not be reticulated unless the pipes are en-
larged. Let it be proved by a practical
demonstration. For instance, take Plaixuar's
plant and connect it to the present reticula-
tion system, close the gasification apparatus
at East Perth and make a test.

Until some such test is made I shall con-
tinue to be suspicious. Not only did Mr.
Fox conclusively prove, against expert opin-
ion, that he could gasify Collie coal, but he
also proved that he could voice Collie coal.
From my own knowledge Mr. Fox had only
a small oven supplied to him at East Yerth.
It was a struggle to get it in the first place
and then it was only improvised, so that he
bad the greatest difficulty in proving his
theory. When we know what has been
going on, is it any wonder we are suspici ons
of the sincerity of some departmental offi-
cers? I know there are some officers keen
and anxious to do their best. 1, when Minis-
ter, was responsible for the appointment of
Mr. Donnelly, whom I have not even met;
he took office after I left the Ministry, so
I cannot comment on his sincerity although
I wonld wager he is -more sincere than are
some others.

I know some officers who are not even
honest, lot alone sincere, and therefore I do
Dot trust them. I have waned the Minister
to be watchful. I do not know which Min-
ister is now responsible in this connection,
hut T think that previously the responsibility
was shared by the Minister for Industrial
Development and the Minister for Works.
I know both those Ministers are conscien-
tious and sincere, as we are. We have had

a great deal of experience and have found
much wretched hypocrisy in our depart-
ments as well as in life generally. It was
because the member for Mt. Magnet was.
well versed in the process of gasifying Collie
coal that he broughtt forward his motion;
he is sincere and conscientious and wishes
to accomplish something- The member for
East Perth spoke about the difficulty of
breaking away from orthodoxy.

Some people get a' static mentality from
which they can never break away. The
member for East Perth falls in that cate-
gory when it comes to the question of a
change in fiscal *policy. He cannot be shifted
then. Many people have that mentality and.
consequently the progress and development
of our young State is being retarded, As
I say, I am not concerned whether the
amendment or the motion is agreed to. What
I am concerned about-and what I feel both
'Ministers will now concede--is that the neces-
sary steps should be taken, since Mr. Fox
has proved his theory, to gasify Collie coal
in order that our people may have cheap
gas and our citizens employment.

Amendment put and passed; the motion,
as amended, agreed to.

BILL-LAND SALES CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading-Defeated.

rebate resumed from the 6th July.

HON. F. 3. 5. WISE (Gafscoyne>
(5.54]: I am quite prepared to speak to'
the second reading of this Bill, although
the Minister for Lands secured the adjourn-
ment. I am also prepared to continue until
the Minister has had a chance to resume
his seat. The measure was introduced by
the member for Forrest and it provides for
a formula to arrive at values of land. It
also provides the method by which sales
shall be effected at those values. There is
at question of prineiple involved in the Bill,
upon which no donbt the member for For-
rest desires to obtain an expression at
opinion from the Government. It is true
that the Legislative Council rejected a con-
tinuance Bill which sought to carry on the
parent Act as from the 31st December next.
The principle involved is something to be.
determined quite apart from the control at
present existing.
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The matter was raised in evidence before
the Land Sales Control Select Committee.
The 'Minister for Lands was vitally inter-
,ested in the subject and it is obvious that
he is the 'Minister who will be the mouth-
piece of the Government in regard to this
Bill. I am sure he is anxious to express
his views to the House. The object of the
measure is to test values and preyent black-
marketing. I therefore hope we shall hear
from a member of the Government whether
it intends to oppose or support the Bill,
especially if it is desired to exercise con-
trol over the sale of rural lands with a view
to avoiding inflation in value. I there-
f ore hope the M.Ninister for Lands will -give
the House his views on the matter.

THE MIIUTXR FOR LANDS (Hon.
L. Thorn-Toodysy) [5.57]: 1 understood
that the member for Forrest was intending
to have this measure discharged from the
notice paper. He indicated to me that he
would not he proceeding with it so I have
not given it any thought. I would have
been prepared to express my views had
bhe intended to proceed with the Bill

MR. REYNOLDS (Forrest-in reply)
[5.58]: S ome two or three weeks ago the
MAinister asked me whether, in view of the
fact that the Legislative Council had defeated
the Land Bales Control Act Amendment
(Continuance) Bill I intended to proceed with
this Bill. Of course, I realised that it was
hardly worth while proeeding with it in
view of the Legislative Council's action.
When I introduced the Bill somne few
months ago I did so for certain purposes.
I realised that something should be done
to tighten up the control of land sales,
as the then existing control was getting
,out of hand. Things were hippening that
should not have been countenanced. Sub-
sequent events proved that my action was
justified. Evidence which wits submitted
to the Land Sales Control Select Committee
bore out certain statements which I have
made on the floor of the House. I remem-
ber, mentioned that a judge had been a
party to a blackmwrketing deal. Several
memmhers were inclined to think that my
statement was untruthful, buat when M1r.
Steffanoni gave evidence before the Select
Committee he touched on that aspect and]
said-

There was the sale of Mr. Dunphy 'a house,
for instance which was referred to in the
House, Thle valuation on that property was
about E2,600 or R2,800, and the controller
eventually said, after looking at it, that bhe
would approve of £4,500. In the end the
sale price was E6,500 with a bit of furniture
thrown in.

That statement justifies what I said on the
floor of the House. I shall now quote from
the examination of 'Mr. Hunter, some days
later, by the Chairman-

To enable us to get back to the form that
we are following, would you conclude your
suggestions as to appropriate amendments to
the Act ?-These are the only amendments.

Has the Minister made any comment as to
whether you have or have not followed dhe
instructionls submitted to you?-No.

To thle best of his knowledge you are
carrying out the procedure?

That was the teply to the statement of Mfr.
Steffanoni, to which I have referred, deal-
ing with the letter of the 2&th Mlay which the
Minister had sent to the controller containing
suggestions with respect to the Land Sales
Control Act. When the controller was asked
whether he agreed with the suggestions, and
whether he was complying with them, he
said, that he was not, that he thought they
were impracticable and quite farcical. I
think that really condemns the Minister for
Lands' administration of the Act. However,
as I have said, the Act has, unfortunately,
been jettisoned so that the time we spent in
listeningZ to witnesses was practically wasted.
It has, however, done some good in that it
has proved that hlackmarketing was ram-
pant.

The 'Minister's statement that there was
only five per cent, of hlackmarketing was
quitr wrong. Mr. Hunter, the Controller of
Landl Sales, definitely stated that there was
more. That proves~on elusively that the 3lin-
ister was out of touch with his department.
He referred earlier in the evening- to the
fact that I should have been ont at the Tivoli;
I would like to say that if he pays any atten-
tion to the Fvidence he will be surprised to
find that he is quite out of touch with his
departmnent. However, as the Act has been
tossed out, I think it would be better to
withdraw the Bill.

Question Put and negatived.

Bill defeated.
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P4 IrNCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT

(No. 2).

On motion by Mr. Reynolds, Order dis-
charged.

MKOTION-PRICES CONTROL.

As to Appointment of Commission.

Debate resumed from the 17th August on
the following motion by Hon. A. R. G.
Hawket

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment should introduce legislation to estab-
lish a Prices Commission and to give con-
sumners and business interests direct repre-
sentation thereon with an independent chair-
men appointed by the Government.

MIR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [6.53: 1
propose to say a few words in support of
the proposal that a Commission to control
prices he established on a,.different basis
from that which has operated for a consider-
able time. The consumers are one of the
main parties concerned because they have to
foot the bill in the event of an increase.
There is not the slightest doubt that
there have been considerable increases-un-
warranted in some instances-in the price of
commodities, particularly since the State
Government took over the alleged control of
priceg.

The Minister in control of prices, earlier
in the session, in reply to a question, said
that there were Il1 investigators or inspec-
tors employed by the Prices Control Branch
in Western Australia when he essumned minis-
terial Control, and that at the time the ques-
tion was asked the number had been reduced
to 71. It would be interesting to know what
even the 71 are doing, because there is cer-
tainly no strict control over the prices of
commodities in this State. I believe the Gov-
ernmnent is not serious in its intention to
control prices. I do not think it is its policy
to control them.

The Attorney General: That is ridiculous-
Mr. STYANTS: I believe it is political

camouflage.
The +ttorney General: You do not think

that 31r. Mathea would permit of a thing
like that. As a matter of fact, you do not
believe what you say.

Mr. STYANTS: I believe that 'Mr.
Mathea. is, with the authority that is given
to him, endeavouring to have some form of
prices control.
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The Attorney General: You know he has
full authority.

Mr. STYANTS: I believe that when
sole eases are reported to him he is pre-
pared to take effeetive action. I have in
mind the flagrant abuses of prices control
in connection with meat on the Goldfields.
But what is being done by the Minister and
his departments? The Prices Control
Branch did an excellent job. It sent its
representatives to Kalgoorlie, well camou-
flaged, and I believe they caught practically
every butcher in Kalgoorlie and Boulder in
abuses of the regulations controlling the
prices of mint. But that was some time
ago.

The Attorney General: About a fort-
night.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, No action has been
taken to date. I guarantee if I were caught
robbing somebody, as the butchers were

robbing the people of the Goldifields, the
law authorities would not take a fortnight
in which to institute proceedings against
me. The butchers I amn talking about were.
not charging lust Id. or 2d1. a lb. extra,
hut up to 8d., and they had been doing so
for some weeks. I understand that as soon
as the representatives of the Prices Branch
left the Goldfields they recommeneed their
activities, but not to the same extent.

11r. Yates: Is there a permanent repre-
sentative of the Prices Branch on the Gold-
fields I

Mr. STYANTS: No. There were two,
but for some reason best known to the Min-
ister they were withdrawn. I believe the
only solution to the problem is to have a
permanent officer there to police the regu-
lations not only in regard to meat, but
groceries, too. All the meat aubstitutes
onl the Goldfields were inunediately in-
creased in price when the strike started
and the trains were not able to run. As
soon as the master butchers decided not
to supply meat, the same thing occurred.
-Pig meats, in one form or another, are used
extensively in this State, yet the Govern-
nment decided that there -would be no riccs
control in respect of them. Immediately
there was a shortage of meat on the Gold-
fields, the price of Pig meats, in every form,
jumped by about 2d. or 3d. a lb.

Mir. Marshall: it jumped 125 per cent.
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* Mr. STYANTS: I do not think it jumped
that much in Kalgoorlie. I made inquiries
of the retailers there and one man pro-
duced his dockets which showed that the
price was raised in Perth. It was not
first raised by the retailer in Kalgoorlie,
but by the wholesaler in Perth. So, the
wholesaler, despite the existence of the
Prices Branch ip the State, was able to
cash in on the meat shortage on the Gold-
fields. Then there is the question of rab-
bits. Rabbit meat is not controlled, either,
although it is used extensively in the homes
of the people of this State. Why the price
of rabbits should not be controlled is diffi-
cult f or me to understand.

The people of Kalgoorlie were paying as
much as 3s. 9d. for a rabbit during the time
that the butchers would not supply meat.
It is no wonder that the people are sceptical
about the sincerity of the Government as
far as prices control is concerned, particu-
larly in view of the fact that the first action
of the Minister, after assuming authority,
was to lift the control in respect of 3,000
items. I believe the majority of therff-if
the matter could be investigated-have itd-
vanced in price. The Minister said that the
department had instituted 3393 charges
against 60 traders. Well, the butchers'of
Kalgoorlie must have made a rake-off of'
tens of thousands of pounds, but I warrant
the fines will not he one-fiftieth of their
rake-off.

The Attorney G-eneral: The *inc may be

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.'m.

Mr. STYANTS: I was speaking about
the enormous increases in the prices of those
commodities which have been released from
price eontrol, It is signiflcant that every-
thing from secondhand motorcars down to
the smallest items that are used by the pub-
lic, that were decontrolled, rose enormously
in price. Take the price of vegetables, or
those which were released from control!

The Attorney General: They arc not re-
leased from control.

Mr. STYANTS: Some of them were. If
they are controlled, it is done very poorly.
When one walks around the shops in the
metropolitan area one sees that almost
famine prices are being charged for goods,

and that strengthens our contention that
there is only a makebelieve control over
prices.

[Mr. Perkins took the Chair.]

The Attorney General: Do yon know that
the cost of production is very high?

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, but it has not ad-
v'anced to the same extent as the prices of
these commodities.

The Attorney General: I think you will
find that it has.

Mr. STYANTS: I was speaking to a mnan
who has an orangery in the Mt. Helena dis-
trict. Only a fortnight ago he told me he
had sent grapefruit to the markets and had
received a clear return of Is. 3d. per bushel
case. The class of grapefruit that he grows
is much better than those being retailed for
3d. and 4d. each in shops in Perth.

The Minister for Lands: As a matter of
fact, the citrus growers arc having a tough
time.

Mr. STYAN CS: It is not the producer
who is -receiving the benefit, and that makes
it even worse. The Attorney General said
that the cost of production has gene up. If
the producer were compensated for that it
would not be so had, hut it appears that
some. of the intermediary people. are get-
ting the rake-off.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: Arc not the produc-
ers getting these prices?

The Minister for Lands: Of course they
are not.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Then what is the
Minister for Prices doing about it'?

The Minister-for Lands: It is difficult to
dispose of grapefruit. There is almost a
glut of them.

31r. STYANTS: Then there is the ques-
tion of grapes. Last summer a rower, who
has a property within 30 miles of Perth, sent
some grapes to the market for which he re-
ceived a return of about 13/4d. per lb. On
walking down the shreet, he happened to
notice grapes of a similar type and quality
to his own for sale in a shop window. They
were marked at 8d. per lb. and he thought
he would go into the shop and endeavour to
find out where the grapes came from. He
found that they were his own growing; he
received a return of 13/d. per lb., and the
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same grapes were retailed at 8d. per lb.
Yet the Minister tolls us that there is price
control.

I noticed that in some answers he gav e-
I think to the member for Pilbara-the Min-
ister said that the price of sausages was 9d.
per lb. in September, 1948, when the State
took over control, and that the price was
ld, per lb. about a month ago. I do not
knqw what theme is in. the sausages the
Minister gets for 11d. per lb., but I had a
commission to buy two lb. the other day for
rly home. They cost me is. 3'/2d. per lb.
There must have been plenty of bread in
those that the Minister said he can pur-
chase for lid, a lb.

Hon. A. H. Penton: There must have been
pork in the ones you purchased.

Mr. STYAINTS: During the meat famine
in Kalgoorlie, it was discovered that but-
chers were putting horsemeat in sausages.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That should he extra.

Mr. STYANTS: Of course, we are told
that immediately control is',released the pt-ice
of commodities finds a level considerably
below that which had been fixed. That was
not so with secondhand cars, although the
newspapers endeavour to convince the pub-
lie that there was no increase. One needs
only to attend some of the car sales to see
the prices being charged for secondhand
motor vehicles! The figures are higher now
than they were on the blaekmarket when the
price of secondhand cars was controlled. I
refer not only to cars but also to secondhand
motor vehicles of all kinds, because they are
taken into account in the cost of living
owing to the fact that they are used for
transport purposes. Then there was the
question of the increased price of firewood
during the coal %strike. Immediately the
necessity for some kind of fuel was felt so
acutely in the metropolitan area, firewood
merchants demanded an increase in their
prices.

The Attorney General: You are only say-
ing that. You do not know. You are only
making an assertion.

Mr. STYANTS: Then why was it in-
creased?

The Attorney General: Was it?

Mr. STYANTS: I want to know why it
was increased.

The Attorney General: Was it increased?

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, it was.

The Attorney General: Did you inquire?

Mr. STYANTS: I did not go to the Prices
Branch and make inquiries.

The Attorney General: Then you don't
know. You have no firsthand knowledge at
all.

Mr. STYANTS: I am going on the fact
that it was reported that the price of fire-
wood had been increased, and the amount of
the increase was given. Possibly, if the
Minister had been buying firewood at the
time he would have found out that it had
been increased.

The Attorney General: And possibly if
you had been buying firewood at the time
you would have found out that it had not
been increased; so there you are.

Mr. STYA.NTS: Then there is the ques-
tion of the increases in the prices of build-
ig timbers. We have had two increases since
January of this year. In some cases the in-
creases were about 101/z or 121/2 per cent.,
and therefore it appears to me as if there is
very little price control operating in this
State. I believe there was laxity of control
immediately the State took over. I was
not 100 per cent. satisfied with the effort
made by the Commonwealth, but at least it
was much more effective than it has been
since then. From memory, I think that in
a period of about 18 months prices in West-
ern Australia have increased by 18 per cent.

The Attorney General: That is quite in-
correct.

Mr. STYANTS: That was the greatest
increase of any State.

The Attorney General: That is a rash
statement, and is quite wrong.

Mr. STYANTS: I do not know that it is.

The Attorney General: I will give you
the correct figures, if you want them.

Mr. STYANTS: I hope they will be based
on more sound logic than the answcrs given
about the purchasing power of the pound
note today compared with 1989. The answer
given was that it has depreciated only 18
per cent. We all k~ow that that is a
ridiculous answer to give. It is almost as
ridiculous as the contention of the M~inister
for Lands that the blackmarket deals in
land sales control only represented 5 per
cent, of the total. I have no doubt that
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that was the information given to the Mfin-
ister in the same way as the information,
that only 18 per cent. depreciation in the
purchasing power of the 9 has occurred
since 1989, was given by the Attorney
dfeneral. But he cannot blame us for doubt-
ing that information because we have the
practical experience in purchasing these
goods. This .i,, a cutting from the "Daily
News" and it is headed "W.A. Was Top in
June Quarter Price Spiral." The article
reads--

Canberra, Wedncsdoy.-Living costs have
increased wore in Western Australia than in
any other State. Compared with the Juno
quarter of 1948, the index shows these in-
creases for five towns in each State: W.A.,
13.4; Tasmania, 10.9; Victoria, 10.3; New
South Wales, 9.4; Queensland, 9.3; South
Australia, 9.1. The figures show that the cost
of living is highest in 'Broken Hill. Next
come Kalgoorlie, Gernldton and Canberra.
It is no wonder that people, because of the
performance that has been put up by the
State administration ',over controls, doubt
whether a sincere and genuine effort is being
made to keep prices down. The initial
blunder was the release of 3,000 articles
from price control after the first meeting
of prices 'Ministers which took place after
the States took over from the Commonwealth.

The Attorney General: Such as whales, I
suppose.

Hon.. F. J. S. Wise: There has, been a
lot of "wails" since.

Mr. STYANTS: I do not know just what
was included in that list, but I know that even
with those commodities that aire supposed to
be controlled now there has been an enor-
mous increase in prices. Last February there
was even an increase granted in the price
of meat and there should be no excuse for
that. We know that in about 'May or June
of each -year there is a seasonal shortage of
meat due to the chang-ing of seasons and per-
haps an increase in price would be justified
in that period, but in February there was
certainly no justification for permitting an
increase. I am candidly of the opinion that
prices control is ineffetive, no matter how
anxiou% the Administration may be to keep
down the cost of living- and to control com-

modiy prces verwhich it is still permitted

Iam sure the Administration, has come to
the conclusion that it has an apathetic and
unsympathetic Mfinister and it hs; been eon-

siderably discouraged as a result of the atten-
tion that is given to the question. There is
ample justification far the motion moved by
the member for N'ortham in that there should
be some alteration in the administration of'
the Price Fixing Commission. The con-
sumers are the chief parties concerned in
price control because they have to foot the
bill and they should have some representa-
tion. I therefore support the motion.

MR. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [7.44]: 1 -pro-
pose to support the motion and I think it
will be quite relevant for me to take the
opportunity of expressing a few 'remarks
on price-fixsing, generally because, by virtue
of the falling of the guillotine, members
have been denied such an opportunity on
the Estimates. At the outset I may say that
I was satisfied, even quite ileased, to hear
the Premier, after pressure had been put on
him, admit the other evening that the Gov-
ernment was anxious to close Parliament
because certain members wish to resign.
That was the real reason why the guilotine,
was applied and, in the process members
have been denied the opportunity of speak-
ing -on the general debate on the Estimates
of the departments under the administra-
tion of the Attorney General. The same ap-
plies to the debate on the Estimates of other
departments, but as I would he out of order
in referring to them I will saV no more on
that.

The proposal in the motion by the mem-
her for North am is that the Government
should initiate legislation to establish a
Prices Commission and give conslpmers and
business interests direct representation
thereon, with an independent chairman ap-
pointed by the Government. The time has
arrived for some drastic alterations to the
present set-up, if the same ministerial con-
trol is to continue. It will he agreed that
the Act that was placed on the statute book
last year, giving the State control over
price-fixing, is one of the most important
that this Parliament has dealt with. It is
interesting to recall a few of the advertise-
ments, and assnrances given by the members
of the present Government and by members
of the Parties whom they represent, during
the referendum campaign.

Although the Minister may try to side-
step the issue now the members of the pre-
sent Liberal and Country League and those-
of the Country Party assured the people of'
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Western Australia that the State Govern-
ment would not only control prices but reduce
living costs when Canberra control ceased.
The daily and weekly newspapers were
choekfui of advertisements of that nature.
The Liberal Party of Western Australia
urged the people to give no power to Can-
berra but to let the price-fixing administra-
tion revert to the States. The people de-
cideed they would not continue to allow the
Commonwealth Government to control price-
fixing and expressed their desire that the
States should assume control. 'Without
equivocation, the Parties representing the
Government gave that assurance to the
people of this State and in due course the
Attorney General, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, introduced the appropriate Bill 'and
it took effect, if I remember rightly, 12
months ago yesterday. Since that time
prices have continued to rise.

I recollect, when I was speaking either in
the Committee stage, or on the second read-
ing of the Bill, expressing the opinion that
when Parliament rose last year the Gov-
ernment would put the soft pedal on the
prices administration and would make the
price-fixing 'legislation innocuous. I also
forecast that on account of the indifference
and apathy of the Government towards
price-fixing the basic wage and the east of
living would increase to the extent of from
'Os. to 15s. per week. The Premier inter-
jected to the effect that I was a false pro-
phet. If the facts am~ considered, members
will realise that since then the basic wage
has increased by 15s. to 17s. a week and
the indications are that prices will continue
to rise.

The Premier: Do not you think they
would have risen under Federal control?

The Attorney General: They have risen
at Canberra under Federal control.

The Premier: And there has been the
40-hour week since the States took over.

Mr. HEGNEY: I have touched the Pre-
mier on a weak spot.

The Premier: No, you have not.

Mr. HFJGNEY: I reiterate that the Pre-
mier, as the bedd of the Government, led
the campaign against the Commonwealth
referendum and definitely, as in his Policy
Speech of 1947, assured the people that the
States would control prices, that wages
would be increased and that living costs
would be reduced. At the time there were

no strings attached to the Premiers state-
ment or to the statement of the Liberal
Party which he represents. Now tbe whole
cry is that the 40-hour week is to be blamed
for the increased cost of production.

The Premier: Increased cost of imports
too.

Mr. HEGNEY: The Attorney General
stated that the increased cost of production
had caused vegetable prices to rise. The-
member for Mt. Hawthorn and the member
for South Fremantle; in whose electorates
there are market gardeners, know that those
producers are not receiving the benefit of
higher prices. They are receiving almost
starvation prices for many of their pro-
ducts. For a case of 16 cabbages, they re-
ceive 3sa. 6d. to 4s. in the market, but if one-
buys cabbage at a retail shop in Perth, 4d.
pcr lb. is charged. The same thing applies,
to carrots, parsnips and other vegetables-
The producers are not getting the benefit of
the high prices prevailing for vegetables in
the city of Perth, but somebody is getting
it. The Minister in charge of price-fixing-
apparently'.is not much concerned as to,
what price the workers have to pay for com-
modities.

Let me deal with the actual terms of the
motion, which -visualises a commission con-
sisting of a representative of the consumers,
a representativc of the business interests or
trading community, and an independent
chairman. Such a commissiou would closely
resemble the State Arbitration Court. On
the bench of that court we have an inde-
pendent president appointed for life, a
representative of the industrial unions of
workers and a representative of the em-
ployers.

The Attorney General: Who is the repre-
sentative of the people on the bench of
the Arbitration Court?

Mr. HEGNEY: Not often do I reply to,
interjections, but that is a rather intelli-
gent one from the Attorney General, and
I propose to answer it. He asked who
represents the consumers on the Arbitra-
tion Court. Last year we tried to get a
representative of the consumers appointed
to the advisory board. Mr. Sehnaars, who
was the workers' representative on the
Arbitration Court, was appointed con-
sumers' representative on the advisory
board of the prices department.
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The Attorney General: I asked wrho was
the people's representative on the Arbitra-
tion Court, not the unions' representative.

Mr. HIEGNEY: The Attorney General is
not going to lead me off the track.

The Attorney General: You are not game
to answer that question.

Xfr. HEGNEY: As far as industrial rela-
tions are concerned, it has been recog-
nised that the court shall consist of re-
presentatives of the employers and of the
workers. The workers are combined in
industrial unions of employees just as the
employers are combined in associations of
employers. I should say that everyone is
either a worker or an employer. There
are many employers who themselves are
active workers. I think that disposes of
the Minister's interjection.

Dealing with the functions of the pro-
posed prices commission, I should say it
would function in a large measure similarly
to the Arbitration Court. Before the Arbi-
tration Court declares a basic wage annually,
it invites interested parties to submit evi-
dence and to indicate what the basic wage
should be.- Only after making an exhaust-
ive examination does the court declare a
basic wage under the Thdustrial Arbitra-
tion Act, and the same applies to the Com-
monwealth Arbitration 'Court.

Let me go a step further. The basic wage
is the basis of all awards and industrial
agreements, and workers in various indus-
tries, by virtue of the skill they ar obliged
to apply to their work or the peculiarities
attaching! to their tasks, are granted mar-
gins over and above the basic wage, but
they have to produce evidence to justify
those margins. The court, after hearing
the evidence, delivers an award. What are
the component parts of tbe basic wage?'
They include the necessaries of life-meat,
groceries, vegetables, clothing-all com-
modities in everyday use by the working
people. I repeat that before the basic
wage is declared by the court, the parties
must submit evidence in support of their
claims,

As regards price-fixing, a commission
should be established and the whole of the
proceedings should be open to the public,
just as are the proceedings before the
Arbitration Court. Any manufacturer or'
trader, if desirous of charging a certain

price for his goods, should be in a posi-
tion to submit his ease to an open court. I
do not think that anyone would quibble at
the price to be charged so long as the party
claiming it were able to produce evidence
to support his claim.

So far as I am aware, price-fixing pro-
ceedings today are a close secret. I have
no wish to east any aspersions on the Com-
missioner or any of his staff. I believe
they are trying to do a good job under the
limitations imposed upon them, but the
important point is that the proceedings on
applications for price increases are kept
a close secret and the public does not know
what deliberations have taken place be-
tween the traders and the Commissioner.
That is one of the reasons, apart from the
Minister's apathy and indifference in his
administration, why there is so much dis-
satisfaction among the populace on the
matter of price-fxing.

The alternative to tbe commission would
be a board of three commissioners. I
would rather have one commissioner than
three permanent commissioners, unless the
latter represented the various interests
outlined in the motion. Under the motion
all parties would he represented and the
chairman would be an independent person
who would no doubt he in a position to fix
prices of commnodities. If the present com-
mission is to continue there must be a corn-
plete overhaul as far as ministerial con-
trol is concerned, as it is my firm convic-
tion that the present Minister is not ap-
plying himself as closely to, the administra-
tion of the Act as he should in order to pro-
tect the interests of the consuming public.

Experience has shown that the present
Commission i5- ineffective because, in my
opinion, the Mlinister is not prepared to
administer the Act as he should. The Min-
ister for Labour in New South Wales, Mr.
Finnan, who was also the chairman at con-
ferences of the Prices Ministers, made a
statement which I read to the House some
time ago. In that statement he indicated
that pressure was being brought to bear on
Ministers by various employers' organiqa-
tions and traders, but that the duty of the
price-fixing- commissioners and Prices 'Min-
isters was to protect the consuming public.
I propose now to quote some que-tions I
asked of the Attorney General to shbow
how ineffective and innocuous his adminis-
tration of the Act has been-innocuous from
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the Government standpoint but harmful
from the standpoint of the public. On the
18th August this -year I asked the Attorney
General- ,

(1) Is he yet aware that some consumers
aRre being charged in excess of the fixed price
for meat?

(2) If not, will he make immediate inquiries
into the matter?

(3) Is he aware that representatives of the
Government Statistician periodically obtain
from retailers a list of the retail prices of
meat?

(4) Is he aware that retailers quote the
fixed prices?

(5) Does he realise that the figures thus
supplied have a direct bearing on retail index
figures supplied to the Arbitration Court by
the Government Statistician and consequently
on the basic wage?

(6) Are the circumstances surrounding
these index figures such that the basic wage is
lower than it should be??

Those are very fair questions, pointed and
proper. The following are the replies of
the Attorney General:-

(1) and (2) Inspectors of the Prices Branch
have reported that some charges hove been
made in exesas of the fixed prices of meat, and
prosecutions are being launched in those cases.

His reply to questions 3, 4 and 5 was Yes,
and his reply to question 6 was No. I
challenge the Attuny General to refute
my statement that the figures supplied by
retailers to the Prives Branch have a direct
bearing on the retail index figures supplied
to the Arbitration Court by the Govern-
ment Statistician. Meat is one of the
ingredients of the hasic wage, yet the 'Min-
ister indicsated in his reply that he was
not satisfied that the circumstances sur-
rounding the index figures were such that
the basic wage was lower than it should be.
I challenge him to deny that the basic.
wage would be higher if the real prices
paid bvy consumers were reflected in the re-
tail figures supplied to the Government
Statistician. At page 505 of the votes and
proceedings for the current year will be
found a question asked by me as follows:

Cost of Living-Liberal Party Advertise-
ments re-'Mr. Hegney, pursuant to notice,
asked the Attorney General.

(1) Is hie aware that on page 17 of "The
West Australian" of 9th September, 1949,
there appears a large-scale advertisement-
almost a half- page-inserted by the Liberal
Party, which indicates (a) that the cost of
living must be reduced; and (b) that the
Liberal Party will reduce living costs and in-
crease real wages?

I would ask the Premier to take notice
of this, in view of his interjection a while
ago. I will read the other two questLions,
as the Attorney General made a composite
reply-

(2) In view of the fact that, due to in-
creased living costs, the basic wage has in-
creased by 17s. 6d. per week siace the State
took over the control of prices,-will he give
an indication how he proposes to give effect
to the objects mentioned in (a) and (b)
above?

(3) If he is unable to reduce living coats
wvill he publicly repudiate the statements in
the advertisement referred to I

Mr. Abbott replied,-
(1), (2) and (3) The advertisement in

question points out that socialistic governient
slows up production.

The Premiier: A very good answer!

Mr. HEGNEY: To continue-
. - and so keeps essential goods in short

supply...

The Premier: That is tru6&-'

Mr. HEGNKEY: He concludes-
-.. and at exorbitant prices. In my

opinion, the Liberal Party is fully justified
in calling attention to this fact and to any
means by which the position can be improved.

The Premier: IThat is all right!

mr. HEGNEY: What a poor anlswer in
view of the very definite assurances given
by Government members, during the refer-
endumn campaign on prices last year, when
they said the State Government would con-
trol prices. Mr. Deputy Speaker, you do
not think that the Government is a social-
istic Government, although it is carrying
on various socialistic enterprises which ap-
parently it has not the courage to discon-
tinue and hand over to private enterprise.
T refer to the Wyndham Meatworks, the
State Engineering Works, the State Brick-
-works and a few others. The Attorney
Gieneral says that socialistic government
slows up production.

The Attorney General:, Do you not agree I

'Mr. HEGNEY: The Attorney General is
confounding-. himself ! -He is condemning
himself. He said that socialistic Govern-
ment slows up production.

The Attorney General: Does it not?

Mr. HEGNEY: The State Government
controls the Prices Branch. They said,
"No more power to Canberra! Let the
Stat~es control prices, and we will not only
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reduce living costs, but will increase real
wages." Now we have the feeble excuse
-the very feeble excuse-of the Attorney
General, the apologist for this Government,
who tries to make out that socialistic gov-
ernment slows up enterprise.

[Tin. Spea~ker resumed the Chair.]

The Attorney General: You would agree
with that, would you not?

M*r. HEGNEY: No.

The Attorney General: Of course you
do!

Mr. HEGNEY: Only a few days ago
the Liberal Party of Australia issued an
advertisement. I will not read it again,
because I have read it previously. It indi-
-cated to the people that despite the 40-
hour week and the alleged slowing up of
production, the Party willl reduce living
,costs. There was a half-page advertise-
ment to the effect that the cost of living
must he reduced and that the Liberal Par ty
will reduce it. When?

The Premier: After the next Federal
,election. As soon as they take over.

M~r. HEGNEYc The same old cry!

The Attorney General: That is why the
-Labour Government is in such trouble in
England. They have had to deflate their
currency.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Attorney Gen-
eral is very unruly tonight.

Mir. HEGNEY: I am going to proceed
with the replies of the Minister. I am
leading up to the point that the Minister
in control of price-fixing on behalf of this
Government is doing practically nothing-

Hon. F. . S. Wise: Hear, hear!

Mr. HEGNEY: -to protect the people
of Western Australia against increased liv-
ing costs.

Mr. Yates: How do you know?

Mr. HEGNEY: I think the member for
Canning.said, "How do you know?''

Mir. Mann: How do you know?

',%r. HEGNEY: Unlike the member for
Beverley, I take an intelligent interest in
matters affecting the welfare of the people
of We~tern Australia.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That would be very
difficult for him.

'.%r.. Mann: We are hearing a lot of
propaganda tonight.

The Attorney General: We have had one
propaganda speech of 41,/ hours. Now we
are having another.

?.fr. HEGNEY: I do not want to insult
the hon. member, otherwise I would say
he was using "1impropaganda." In the votes
and proceedings of the Legislative Assembly
of the 20th September, 1949, appears the
following:

Prices control-Number of prosecutions-
Mr. Hlegniey, pursuant to notice asked the
Attorney General-

(1) What number of prosecutions are pend-
ing against traders in connection with alleged
breaches of the Price Fixing Act?

The answer was-
(1) Prosecutions pcnding-82 traders on

544 charges.

The second question was--
(2) What commodities are affected with

respect to such proposed prosecutions?

Here a re some of the commodities; and it
will be noted how important they are to the
masses of the people. First of all the ans-
wer refers to beer.

The Attorney General: You would not
say that was not important, would yon?

Mr. HEGNEY: Apart from that, the fol-
lowing commodities are listed :-Cheese, dry-
cleaning, footwear, flour, groceries, jam,
kerosene, matches, meat, men's and boys'
outer wear and underwear, potatoes and
onions, pieeegoods, soap, smaligoods, soft-
goods, tailored suits, vegetables, women's
readyrnade clothes. My third question was-
When are the proeccutions likely to be finaliaed?

and the answver was-
It is impossible to state when Pach prosecu-

tion will be finalised, as this depends on various
factors, includiiwf the arrangement by the
court for the hearing and determination of the
issue.

TMy fourth question was-
What period usually elapses from the time

an alleged breach is reported by a depart-
mental officer to the Prices Comnmisioner until
the ease is heard by the court?

The answer was-
The usual period varies from three to four

months according to the nature and size, of the
ease, the commodity, anmount of work involved
in the preparation of the case, and the locality
where the offence occurred.
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I submit that in the light of the replies by
the Attorney General it must be admitted-
and I san not saying this in a personal sense
because I believe he is doing his best-that
his ad ministration is very markedly ineffi-
cient.

The Premi'er: That is what one would
expect from an Opposition member, is it
notI

IMr. 3E GNEY: It is very inefficient. I
notice that the Premier hops in with an
apology every now and again. There are
plenty of apologies to be made in view of
the guarantees that the Government gave to
the people early in 1947 and again during
the referendum campaign in 1948. 1 re-
iterate that from the time the Government
took over the control of prices in Western
Australia, there has been a continuous up-
ward trend. At one stage recently, the
Deputy Premier apologised on behalf of?
the Government for the continued increase
in prices of commodities, and tried to indi-
cate that the ratio of increase was lower in
Western Australia than in some of the other
States. But I have here-I do not propose
to read it, because it baa been referred to
by the member for Kalgoorlie-a statement
frow, the Statistician, in which he has indi-
cated that for the June quarter of 1949 the
cost 9f living rose more steeply in Western
Australia than in any of the other States.
As a matter of fact, the figures will give
some indication of bow -wages have be-en fol-
lowinir the increase in the cost of living.

I propose to quote briefly the basic -wage'
declarations of various periods for the past
18 months. On the 6th April, 1948,' the
basic wage *as £C5 15is. 9d. If I -recollect
aright. the referendum was held on the 19th
May, 1948. After the referendum, and when
the Commonwealth's power to control prices
had been removed, the basic wage, on the
26th July, was £5 17s. 5d. The State Prices
Control Act came into operation on the 20th
September, 1048, and on the 18th November
the basic wage increased to £6 is. 7d. I amn
not blaming the Attorney General for the
immediate increase, becabse there had not
been' time for the Act to operate. Bat let
us see the trend in the figures! On the 9th
February, 1949, the basic wage was £6 4s.

9d;on the 2nd May, it was £6 7s, id.; and
on the 22nd July it was £6 13s. 2d.

The Attorney General: Do you think the
withdrawal of £25,000,O0fl worth of subsidies
would make any differcnce

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: No.

Mr. HE SNEY. The indication is that the
cost of living has continued to increase. I
desire to explode a fallacy so often repeated
by the Attorney General and those who de-
sire to keep wages chasing prices all the
time. Wages do not go up before p-rices.
Wages are continually chasing prices. In-
deed, the Arbitration Court recognises that
fact, and wages are fixed in accordance with
the increase in the cost of living, which is
reflected in the Statistician's retail index fig-
ares. For anybody to say that the priuZs
of commodities increase because wagvs are-
raised, is to give expression to a complete,
economic fallacy. Wages chase prices, hut-
never catch them. Prices arc always a step,
ahead. Though nominally wages may in-
crease, the effective purchasing power of the:
pound does not. I have referred to moat
and I would also mention. potatoes. I know
for a fact that potatoes are sold at
mnore than the fixed price; or, alter-
natively, only 13 or 14 ounces to the
pound arc supplied to the housewife-
Bat when the Statistician obtains figures
from the retailers, they are naturally sup-
plied at the fixed price. Those are two' com-
modities 'which are largely used in the
ordinary household.

The consumers arc charged more than,
the fixed price in many instances, hut the
retail index figures are computed on the
fixed price. The basic wage, instead of
being £6 13s. 2d., would be nearer £7 if
the correct figures for meat asid other corn-
mnodities were supplied to the Statistician-.
There has been practically nothing but in-
creases in prices. Recently questions were
asked of the Minister in charge of the
State Electricity Commission in regard to
the price of electricity. The statement was;
made that the increase would be only 9d_.
a -week. I venture the opinion that the
increase will be more than Is. a week com-
pared with whbat obtained prior to when the
State took over the Electricity and Gas
Depart ment. It will be some time before
that increase is reflected in the miscellan-
eous items figure under the Industrial
Arbitration Act.
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I have no doubt that once this Parlia-
ment rises, the Minister will allow increases
in the prices of certain commodities. For
reasons best known to the Government, it
is not proposed to allow any further drastic
increases in the prices of essential com-
modities until Parliament does rise. I do
not mind forecasting that before long rep-
resentations will be made for an increase
in the price of the daily newspapers of 33
1/3rd per cent, or 50 per cent. I do not
mind tipping that representations will be
made to increase the price of children's popu-
lar commodities such as ice creams. Othei
items will be brought under review, and I
have no doubt that sympathetic considera-
tion will be given by this Government to
any representations made once iParliament
rises. I would like to know from the Min-
ister-and this is a strong argument in
favour of the appointment of a commission
-what investigations have been made in
country areas by price-fixing oficials, and
what investigations are made in the metro-
politan area.

It is evident to me that there is laxity
,somewhere. Someone is ordered not to
pry too far into traders' affairs. I want to
know when the charges will he heard by
the court, because the people outside have
the idea that the Government is deliber-
ately sabotaging the administration of the
Prices Control Act. In my view, the Gov-
erment has completely fallen down on its
job in respect of price-fixing. Glaring
breaches can be committed and no action
taken. The consuming public should he
protected. I would have no hesitation in
altering the Act to ensure that a trader
who robbed the consumers by charging ex-
cessive prices should be sent to gaol with-
out the option. The people should be pro-
tected. Their wages arc calculated on
fixed prices, and if they are charged be-
yond what is fixed by law, then an exem-
plary sentence should be meted out to the
offender.

In my view, the Government has done
little or nothing in the interests of the
basic wage-earner; in the interests of those
receiving a small margin over the basic
wage, or in the interests of the family man.
On the contrary, it has allowed the position
to get almost out of hand. A little while
ago, the Minister said, by interjection-
and he was followed by the Premier-that
some members had spoken for three or

four hours. That was only as a protest
against the dictatorial action of the Govern-
ment. It was done late at night. I myself
moved that progress be reported. That is
a lame excuse on the part of the Govern-
ment for sandbagging the Opposition and
refusing it an opportunity to speak on the
Estimates concerning price-fixing, and other
matters of vital importance to the people
of Western Australia. I have pleasure in
supporting the motion. I do not think it
will be carried, and if it is carried I do
not think the Government will implement
it.

lit OUflEB, (Boulder) [8.28]: I sup-
port the motion. I feel that the member for
Pilbara has covered the ground pretty well.
A commission, with consumer-representation,
retail er-represen tation and an independent
chairman, would he at better system than the
present one. It is well known that industrial
commissions and, to a lesser degree, hoards
of reference, can serve a useful purpose in
dealing with industrial matters. Hf the con-
sumners and the retailers could put their cases
to a commission, such as is suggested in
the motion, it would be to the advantage of
everyone concerned. Quite a lot has been
said as to the cause of increased prices.
Much of the blame is laid at the door of the
40-hour week. A brief reflection on the facts
concerning the 40-hour week would con-
vince anyone that it has not caused reduced
production but has, in many fields, resulted
in an increase. The Statistician's figures
for production in factories and other indus-
tries show that the value of individual pro-
duction has increased enormously. Figures
available in the Parliamentary Library bear
out that statement and it is astounding to
see that in a few short years the value of in-
dividual production has increased by almost
*0 per cent. I will now quote from "Aus-
tralia in Facts and Figures," S.o, 24, where
at page 57, in an article dealing with prices,
it states--

Retail prices in the six capital cities of
Australia, as measured by the All Items (Cd 'C'
Series) Thdex, were 48.9 per cent, higher for
the March quarter, 1949 than far the Septem-
ber quarter, 1939.

There is a chart on page 57 indicating the
periods in which rapid price increases have
occurred. In the four years from 1939 to
1942 prices increased by 24.8 per cent., The
article goes on to say-
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Main fact emphasised by the chart above is
that the stabilization plan, introduced in April,
1243, held Australian retail prices operating
at that time at tbe same level for several years.
Retail prices at the time of stabilization (June
quarter, 1943) were 24.8 per cent. higher than
those of the September quarter, 1949. The
graph also calls attention to the aeeeleratioa
of price increases in 1948.

That table indicates that since the prices
referendum and the breaking down of
Federal price control there has been an in-
crease of 24 per cent. in a period of 18
months. The member for Pilbara made out
a case that should convince members. Fur-
(her on this article states-

The rise in the index was largely due to
increases in prices of potatoes, meat and cloth-
ing.

I would remind the Premier of his going to
a Premier's Conference immediately after
the prices referendum. There he expressed
his anxiety as to what would happen to the
retail price of potatoes in Western Aus-
tralia if the Commonwealth removed the sub-
sidy. He -said it would double the price of
potatoes to the consumer. I do not think
he should have had any complaint in that
reg~ard as he assisted to break down that
system of price control. I wish now to
answer the Attorney General's statement
that prices have not increased as much in
Western Australia as they bare in the rest
of the Commonwealth. This article con-
tinues--

Compared with the March qua'rter, 1948, the
five towns index numbers for the March quar-
ter, 1949, show increases of 9.6 per cent. in
New South Wales, 9.1 per cent. in Victoria ,8.8 per cent- in Queensland, 9.8 per cent, in
South Australia and 9.6 per cent. in Western
Australia.

I do not think we have been more favoured
than any other State, in the light of those
figures. The lesson to be learned from what
I have quoted is that, as the result of the
ending of Federal control, prices have in-
creased out of all proportion to any effect
the 40-hour week could have had on indus-
try. In fact, if I wished to state a case, I
think I could prove thatproduction has not
been reduced hut has, in reality increased.
The present system of price confrol is far
from satisfactory and I suggest to the M1in-
ister in charge of that department that, if
he finds the position difficult, he should give
attention to what is going on in the hack
country, and particularly in Kalgoorlie and

Boulder, where excessive prices are being
charged in spite of what is laid down by
the Prices Branch.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
Y. R. Abbott-North Perth) (8.87]: As
another 'Minister has already spoken in this
debate, I would not have risen had not the
member for Pilbara asked me to comment
on his remarks. I have appreciated in this
House the considerable praise members
have given to the permanent price-fixing
officers. I agree that that praise is entirely
warranted.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They must have
realised that you are not permanent.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I quite
agree. It has been nice to hear that praise
of the Prices Branch, because I know those
officers are very efficient and are a loyal
body of servants of the State. Nearly
every member -who has spoken to this
motion has been careful to distinguish be-
twveen the efficiency of the Prices Branch-
which has been admittcd-and the appar-
ent delinquency of the Minister. I am pre-
pared to leave'-it at that, because I know
all members appreciate that it is the per-
manecut heads who administer the depart-
inents of State.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Within the policy of
the Goveriment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As long
as members opposite are satisfied that those
officials are doing a good job, I am content
that it must be so. There has been
a lot of comment about Commonwealth
efficiency. The Commonwealth is in control
of prices today in the Australian Capital
Territory and the North em Territory, and
prices in Canberra have prob ably risen
more than in any of the other capitals. I
will follow the example of members op-
posite and read a newspaper cutting.

Mr. Graham: You usually read your
speeches.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member's speeches are not read, and they
are not properly spoken, either.

The 'Minister for Lands: They are just
not worth reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Comment-
ing on price control the Leader of the
Country Party stated in the Federal
House-
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What is the news-
paper, the "Liberal News?1"

The Minister for Lands: No, "Smith's
'Weekly."'

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Leader of the Country Party maintains
that the control of prices. by the States
has been more effective than that of the
Commonwealth. The extract states-

The proof, said Mr. Padden, was that in
Canberra, where the Commonwealth still exer-
cised control, prices were soaring at an ever-
increacing rate, while the rate of increase had
been slowing down in the State capitals ever
.uince the States had taken over control.

LXr. Graham: Judging by the last basic
--wage adjustment, you would not agree with
that, would you I

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If mem-
'bore took the trouble to study this question
.they would probably find that where prices
thadsoared the greatest is where the Coin-
:monwealth has had control. I do not want
to weary the House with figures that I
Jiave already quoted once in connection with
the introduction of the ciontinuance Bill
for the Prices Control Act, but here are
the fadts and* the actual increases. They
cannot be argued or disputed-

The index figure for foodstuffs and gro-
.ceries in September, 1048, was 1276 and in
MAreh, 1949, 1370.

:Mr. Hegney: What about June, 1948?

'The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
showed an increase of 7,37.

-Mr. Oliver: Where did you get those
ignrts7?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- In Sep-
Itemn'ber, 19A3 clothing was 1789. and in
March, 1949 it was 1859, an increase of
3.91. Mlisellaneous was 1234 in 1948 and
in 1-949, 1269, an increase of 2.84. In the
'"C" series it was 1291 in 1948 and in 1949
R1 was 1348, an increase of 4.41 It is all
-very well for members to uggest that in-
-creased prices have been due merely to a
-weakness in the control of 1price-fixing.
However, I do not think any member will
suggest for a moment that the marginal
increases given in the following trades have
not had some effect. The trades are: metal
trades, sheet metal trades, furniture trades,
-clothing trades and building trades. Would
they not have some effect on the price of
*goods Would not the 40-hour week have
some effect also I If members are to be

at all honest with this House and with
themselves they must agree that such in-
creases do have an effect on the basic wage.

Mr. Hegney: But since those increases
the prices of goods have also gone up.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ques-
tion of potatoes was raised. It is all very
well to say that since the States have taken
over the price of potatoes has risen. Of
course it has, and for a very good reason.
The Commonwealth subsidy on potatoes was
£E5 l6s. a ton. That is a considerable sub-
sidy and therefore the price had to rise at
least by that amount.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: When did the sub-
sidy cease?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It ceased
when we took over.

Hon. J, T. Tonkin: On what date?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know the exact date.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You are sure it did
not cease before you took over?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, it
ceased after we took over.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What increased the
price of crayfish tails?

The Minister for Lands: Ask the hon.
member.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If, the
*member for Leederville wants to treat this
subject lightly, then I do not.

Hon. A. H. Panton:; We are not treating
it lightly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I ap-
preciate that the members of the Opposition
are doing this for propaganda purposes.

Mr. Reynolds: What -rot!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They are
on a spot because the people who are -sup-
porting them do not believe them.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have a
copy of today's "Daily News" which sets
out the results of a Gallup poli and that sup-
ports my contentho. Now we will see.

Hon. A. ff. Panton: This is not the one
taken on the American presidency, is it'

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mlembers
of the Opposition can laugh but I will
prove what I have just been saying. These
members have been using the question of
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prices as one of their main objectives for
the next election. They have been putting
out propaganda for many hours in this
Hlouse and they think it is naecessary, be-
cause the people who support them do not
believe them and these members are trying
.to do something about it. I intend to read
what the latest Gallup poll bad to say on
the question of prices. Then we will see
what the position is.

Hfon. A. H. Panton: It did not prove
very accurate in the election of the Americaii
president.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will
leave it to the people to decide whether the
G~allup poll is right or not, But this is
what the latest Gallup poll states-

To the question "What do you think are
the main causes of rising prices in Australial"
people anered:-

High wages
40-hour week

Per cent.
32
20

So that 52 per cent. of the people gave those
two reasons for the rising prices. It goes
on to state-

Go-slow in industry
Profiteering, blackmarkets
Shortages of goods, materials
Strikes, communism
The Labour Government

Per cent.
7
7
7
2

I am not sure that that answer is quite cor-
rect.

Too much money about
Other answers
No answer

Per cent.
2

10
-- 10

Let us segregate those answers into the
Labour votes and the Liberal votes. Here
one might have thought, that in this par-
ticular case . when it was a question of high
wages, those who vote Liberal would say
that high wages were the trouble and that
they would be in the majority. It is rather
surprising to find that on the question of
high wages 32 per cent. wete Labour voters
and-only 30 per cent. Liberal and Country
Party voters. I cannot understand it, but
there it is.

Hon. A. HE. Panton: You would not
understand.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
majority of Labour voters-32 per cent-
said wages-

Hon. A. H. Panton: You said that before.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, and
Iwill say -it again. Only 30 per cent. of

those who claimed high wages as the trouble
were Liberal and Country Party voters. The
others voted as follows:-

40-hour week
Go-slow ..-
Profiteering
Other answers
No an~jer .

1abour
voters.

per cent.
14
5

11
25
13

Liberal
and Country

Party voters.
per cent.

28
10
2

25

So whatever the member for Pilbara might
be suggesting in this House, the majority
of people do not agree with him. After all,
I think the majority of the people are en-
titled to be accredited with just as much
much average comnmonsense as is the hon.
member.

The Minister for Lands: More so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The gen-
eral public has commonsense and they know
that the department is doing a good job.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Ask the housewives
if they know.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: All the
speakers have said that the department is
efficient, the Commissioner is efficient but
the N-imiter is nut. All these muember5 who
are suggesting that prices have risen un-
reasonably are doing so with one object. Of
course is is quite legitimate and I am not
complaining, but it is for the purpose of
trying to overcome what the people are
thinking now. These members are doing it
purely for political purposes.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: That is -not so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: So I
suggest this motion is not warranted. Prices
con trol by the States has been administered
efficiently and that is the opinion of the
three State Labour Premiers. The chairman
of Prices Ministers, who is the Minister for
Labour in the Labour Government of New
South Wales, considers the States are doinfg
this work efficiently. For the hon. member
to suggest that it is just a farce is merely
to express an opinion which will not carn,
any weight whatsoever.

Mr. Hegney:- Those are the views of the
working people?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those are
not the views of the working people!I

Mr. Hegney: Oh!
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, they
are not, so I suggest that any alteration of
the present administration which is working
well and efficiently-which view is express-
ed by three Labour Mfinistersi-is not neces-
sary, and I oppose the motion.

MRl. GRAHAM (East Perth) [8.511: 1
feel it is necessary for me to stand in my
place and answer the challenge by the At-
torney General in casting an insult upon
members on this side of the House for
making unnecessary remarks'

The 'Minister for Education: You would
still have thought it necessary if the Min-
ister had not said a word.

Mr. GRAHAM: There is a statement by
the Minister for Education which is typi-
cal of him and his colleagues.

The Attorney General: You are a mnara-
thon speaker; we all recognise that. You
do not have to impress it upon us.

Mr. GRAHAM: If the remarks from the
other side of the House are finished it might
be possible for me to continue.

The Minister for Lands: I think you

have said enough now.

Mir. GRAHAM: The Mfinister for Lands,
who is incapable of making a. speech even
when he is reading from the notes pre-
pared for him by departmental officers-

The Attorney General: Soap-box per-
sonalities! That is your big fault.

M~r. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM%: I have oft~n wondered
why, when members on the opposite side
of the House make a speech, especially two
of the Mfinisters, they invariably adopt the
practice of reading notes prepared for
them by other people.

The Attorney General: You know that
statement is not true.

The Minister for Lands: Anyway, we
state facts.

Hon. A. H. Panton: One at a time!I The
Minister for Lands is first.

Mr. GRAHAM: Government members
are certainly very touchy tonight and if
the Minister says that what I am stating
is untrue, I throw it back at him and say
that his remark is a definite lie.

The Minister for Lands: Good gracious
me!

Point of Order.

The Attorney General: On a point of
order, Mr. Speaker, I ask that that re-
mark be withdrawn.

The Minister for Lands: That is the
idea; make him stand up to it.

Mr. Graham: I withdraw and ask
a withdrawal of the statement by the
torney General that what I said was
true.

for
At-
un-

Mr. Speaker: Order! The Attorney
General will withdraw.

Hon. A. H. Panton:- Come on, take your
medicine!

The Attorney General: What am I asked
to withdraw, Mr. Speaker 9

Mr. Speaker: The statement that what
the member for East Perth said was
untrue.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Come on, be a good
boy and swvallow it.

The Attorney General: I want to be
clear on what I am supposed to withdraw.
If I ami asked to withdraw the statement-

Mr. Reynolds: Say it againi

Mfr. Speaker: Order!

The Attorney General: -that the accusa-
tion by the member for East Perth that
I do not prepare my speeches is untrue,
I do not think I should do so because he
knows it is not correct.

Hon. A. H. Panton: On a point of order,
Mr. Spitaker! Is the Minister justified in
qualifying a withdrawal? You have
ordered him to withdraw and he should
do so without any qualification.

Mr. Speaker: Order! I ask the Attorney
General to withdraw.

The MIinister for Lands: Whether the
remarks are offensive or not?

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is the Speaker's
ruling.

Air. Speaker: Order! I ask the member
for East Perth to continue with his speech.

MAr. Graham: I made the statement that
addresses to tbe Chamber by two members
of the Government were prepared by de-
partmental officials and almost invariably
they were read by those 'Ministers-

Hcn,. A. H. Panton: Which is quite
corree:-.
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31r. Graham: -and the interjection came
from the Attorney General that my re-
marks were untrue. Coming from him, I
do not mind so much but when he was so
peevish I maintained my point of view.
He asked that I withdraw and accordingly
I did so. I desire the same courtesy shown
to myself.

The Attorney General: I am going to
ask the hon. member to withdraw the state-
ment that my speeches arc not prepared
by myself, which statement I resent very
much.

Mr. M~arshall: Make him withdraw, Mr.
Speaker, or put him out!I That is what
you are here for.

Mr. Speaker: Order!I The bon. member
is making everybody confused now.

Mr. Oraham: I desire to insist on the
withdrawal by the Attorney Gleneral of the
reflection cast upon me .by him.

The Attorney General: I ask the 'with-
drawal of the reflection cast upon me.

Mr, Speaker: There is no need for a
withdrawal by either party because I do*
not think there is any offence intended by
saying that something is untrue. The
speeches are too vague now to justify the
requests for withdrawals.

Mr. Graham: I realise that a great deal
of time is being taken up on this, Mr.
Speaker, but I would like to know the differ-
ence between the two statements, "A definite
lie" and "That is untrue."

Mr. Speaker: One is parliamentary and
the other is unparliamentary.-

Mr. Graham; From which Standing Order
are you quoting now, Mr. Speaker?

Mr- Speaker: I am quoting from parlia-
mentary practice.

The Attorney General: Go on, get on with
it!

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Debate Resumed.

Mr. GRAHAM: I wish to make a speech
but there are a couple of unruly members
who are apparently desirous that I should
not be allowed to proceed. Mr. Speaker, we
will forgive the Attorney General if we can-
not get a withdrawal from him. He sought
-refuge behind his staff. It is customary for
members of Parliament to pay tribute to
public servants for the work they perform,
and the Minister apparently believes that the

stuff under his administration is working ef-
ficiently because those usual courtesies have
been extended to them. What is required, of
course, is a little direction and inspiration
from above and that is something which is
sadly lacking at present.

It is all very well to talk about prices con-
trol legislation. I make the statement that
there is no control whatsoever at the pre-
sent moment. There is a pretence and make-
believe of control but from the point of view
of the consumer-and after all he is the
person who knows-to talk about control of
prices is mere pretence. I make the state-
ment that there can be no equity in the
matter of price-fixing when only one side to
an argument is allowed to present its ease.
How could any court, judicial or otherwise,
make a determination on a matter when only
one point of view is allowed to be submitted!
That is the position today with price con-
trol. We have an Arbitration Court, and
the Employers' Federation and the unions
respectively submit their evidence.

If a person is charged with murder or
some lesser offence, counsel is engaged on
either side to submit evidence, but with
prices an application is made by the pro-
ducer or the retailer 'and those interests
ailone supply the evidence.. On that basis the
Prices Commissioner and his staff make de-
terminations. Is it any wonder that we have
this dreadful spiral of wages and prices as-
cending ever higher and wages making vali-
ant attempts to keep somewhere within
measure of the prices that are beyond con-
trol-beyond control because there is no
proper machinery and no real desire on the
part of the Minister to control prices? I
gave instances, details, names, addresses and
dates to show how the Minister was reluc-
tant to take steps against black marketers in
land tran~sactions. We have the same extra-
ordinary situations arising because of the
lack of administrative capacity on his part.
It is all very well for him to satisfy himself
by quoting a whole series of reasons or ex-
cuises. They get us nowhere.

We are aware that the Commonwealth
Government withdrew subsidies on a num-
ber of commodities, and the fact that that
step would be taken was well known before
the referendum. The Government knows
perfectly well that the subsidisation of com-
modities was an internl part of the Com-
monwealth prices control structure. When
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the Commonwealth, by direction of the
people of Australia, aided and abetted by
the Liberal and Country Parties, ceased con-
trol of prices, various features of Common-
wealth price Control disappeared. Ministers
may complain that subsidies are no longer
in existence, but they knew what the posi-
tion would be before they misled the pub-
lie, and now they are reaping the results
for which they alone are responsible. No
one can gainsay this because it is a state-
ment of historical fact.

The Attorney General; Better leave it
to the Historical Society.

Mr. GRAHAM: Judging by the exhibi-
tion a few minutes ago, it should be the
hysterical society. The Attorney General
has suggested reasons and excuses why
prices recently have bolted, but surely he
appreciates the real reason. As I pointed
out, the increase under Commonwealth con-
trol averaged less than is. 6d. a quarter.
The average increase since the Attorney Gen-
eral has been in control has been oiver 48. a
quarter. Apparently be regards the situa-
tion with equanimity, is quite satisfied with
developments, and considers that he is doing
a wonderful job. Thq 6s. 1d. increase in
the latest adjustment of the basic wage was
an all-time record for this State.

The Attorney General: You are asking for
£10 a week now.

Mr. GRAHAM: Nobody is discussing the
question whether the basic wage is adequate.

Hon. A. H. Penton: Anyhowv, the adjust-
ment was given, not asked for.

Mr. GRAHAM: The basic wage, which
is an indication of the trend of prices, gave
the result-is. 1d. additional was necessary
as against three months before in order to
maintain the same standard of living for
the worker on the basic wage. As I indi-
cated on a previous occasion, the Govern-
ment. by deliberate action, is holding down
the basic wage to anr artificial level because
price increases are permitted not on a com-
modity as a whole, hutl on particular lines.

The latest increase 'in the price of bread
affected all loaves except the 2-lb. loaf. This
meant that the price of bread was increased,
but the Statistician's figures on which the
basic wage is computed are based on the
price of the 2-lb. loaf. Therefore, notwith-

standing that the pr~ice of bread was in-
creased, the increase was not reflected to
the extent of a farthing in the basic wage.

Mr. Bovell: The 2-lb loaf is the univers-
ally used loaf.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is nothing of the
"oit.

Mr. Bovell: Of course it is.

Mr. GRAHAM1: The hon. member, as a
man of means, might find that hotels, re-
staurants and sandwich suppliers purchase
the 2-lb. loaves and they are the people re-
ceiving the benefit of the cheaper 2-lb. loaf,
but the working man, in the great majority
of eases buys the half-loaf.

Mr. Bovell: What does the family buy
but the 2-lb. loaf?3 It is the universally
used loaf.

Mfr. GRAHAM1: Here we have a num-
ber of wealthy individuals who know no-
thing whatever of the average working man.
I should say, that the member for Irwvin-
M oore does not know what poverty means.

Hon. A. H. Penton: He has forgotten,
anyhow.

Mr. GRAHAM: I have vivid recollections
of the period from 1927 to 1935 when I
daresay I had to live on less than had any
other member of this House. I had just
s. 5d. a week after paying my hoard in

Perth. My knowledge of those on the lower
rungs of the ladder convin es me that the
great majority of the workers purchase
half-loaves.

Evert if we concede a point to supporters
of the Government, who apparenitly (lislike
statements of fact, and assume that they are
correct, the fact remains that only partially
are the workers, practically all of whose-
wages are based on the basic wage, receiv-
ing any recompense for the increase in the
pric of bread. To put it another way, those
who rio buy' the 2-lb loaf are suffering no
disadvantage, but every time one buys a
half-loaf, one is paying something addi-
tional without receiving any recompense in
wvoge..

This sort of thing is being repeated in
other directions. It is keeping down the
standard of living of the lower paid man,
but is not keeping prices down. Under the
extraordinary' formula employed by the
Price Branch, it would appear that the
more costs rise, the greater is the profit ac-
cruing to the manufacturer or th6 retailer.
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The Attorney General: That is not
correct.

The Minister for Housing: You ought to
listen to some of the manufacturers.

Mr. GRAHAM: Apparently the Mfini-
ter for Housing, who is not the Mlinister for
Prices, has been listening to representations
from producers and retailers. I wonder how
many representations he has heard from the
poor old consumer. None whatsoever!

The Minister for Housing: I have had
them from 20 consumers to every one pro-
ducer.I

Air. GRAHAM: I wonder! It is quite ob-
vious that the Minister for Housing is
familiar with the point of view of the pro-
du~er and the retailer.

The Minister for Housing: I am simply
saying they have a point of view.

Air. GRAHAM: Of course they have.
The Minister for Housing: A fairly bit-

ter one, too.

Mir. GRAHAM: We were for a Period
reading in the financial columns of "The
West Australian" the tremendous profits
made by various concerns in Australia,
profits far in excess of the previous year
which, in turn, were far in excess of those
of the year before, and so on. These are the
concerns that have the sole prerogative to
submit their point of view and their case
to the -prices Branch. Because we suggested
that in all equity the consumer should have
an opportunity to submit his point of view,
through an advocate or a representative, in
order that his interests might be safe-
guarded, the Mlinister says that the sugges-
tion is worthless and should be opposed. I
would remind the Attorney General that
approximately 12 months ago this Chain-
ber passed a Bill providing for three com-
missioners, but at the behest of the legis-
lative Council that pr-ovision was struck out
and another substituted for one com-
missioner only. The members of the Legis-
lative Council do not belong to the con-
suming public; they represent those inter-
ests which have the exclusive right to sub-
mit their eases to the Prices Branch.

The Attorney General: They represent
the family man, do they not?

Mir. GRAHAMI: Who would he be?

The Attorney General: The man who
pays the rent and supports his family.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not want to have to
go over that ground again.

The Attorney General: Because you know
it is true.

Hon. A.- H. Panton: They represent the
high renters.

Mr. GRAHAM: It should be quite ob-
vious that it is a block of land that votes,
whether the owner be Smith or Jones. It is
a matter of the transfer of the ownership,
or the tenancy.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: You know that the
rentpayer has a vote.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for East
Perth is getting away from the motion.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes. The member for
Geraldton, obviously having been asleep for
the last half hour or so, awakens.

The Attorney General: More personali-
ties!

Mr. GRAHAM: He makes an interjec-
tion of that kind after I have just said that
eitbfr the owner or the tenant gets the vote.

Mr. Ackland: We have some difficulty in
following you; that is the trouble.

Air. GRAHAM: I should not be surpris-
e,] if that is so an the part of the member
for Irwin-Mfoore.

Hon. E. H.' H. Ball: I heard the argu-
ment between you and the Attorney General.

Mir. GRAHAM: I could quote many in-
stances of persons 'who have made pur-
chases at retail establishments and have
been shocked at the excessive prices
charged. They have then repaired to the
Prices Branch and complained. A refer-
ence was made to catalogues or records and
it was agreed that overcharges had been
made if the price complained of was in fact
the price paid. But the Prices Branch, in-
stead of taking action itself, told those
people to return to the shop where they had
been overcharged, make another purchase
and then insist upon obtaining a receipt,
which could be used as evidence hy the
Prices Branch.

The Attorney General: Was that long
ago?

-Ar. GRAHAM: Comparatively recently.

The Attorney General: Within two
years?
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Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, since the Attorney
General has been in charge of the depart-
mnent. I wish to say, however, in fairness to
hm that that sort of thing went on before
be assumed control, when, as is known,
there was only one Prices Commissioner.
The member for Guildford-Midland has
just passed me a communication, dated the
14th September, 1949, and addressed to him
by the office of Prices Control. It is signed
by Mr. Mathea himself and the concluding
paragraph reads--

If any member of the public in Midland
Junction ia or bas been overcharged for the
quantity of meat received and wilt submit evi-
dence to this office, the necessary action wvill
immediately be taken.

?lhe consumers are asked to be policemen,
instead of the Prices Branch itself making
a check.

The Attorney General: Do you not think
the consumer ought to helpl

Mr. GRAHAM: I quoted an instance the
other day of two persons who spent an
afternoon visiting various stores in Perth
and who found 181 breaches of the prices
regulations. That shows how it can be done.

The Attorney General: To whom did
they report thatl

Mr. GRAHAM: As a matter of fact,
they published it in the Press.

The Attorney General: They did not re-
port it?

Mr. GRAHAM: It is not their duty to
report it.

The Attorney_ General: Of course it is.

Mr. GRAHAMI: They did that to satisfy
themselves that the Minister and his de-
partment were not doing a good job. I
wanted to bay an article of clothing the
other day and went to half-n-dozen shops.
I was quoted half-a-dozen different prices
for the same article, manufactured by the
same firm and bearing the same brand.

T'he Attorney General: Competition is
,coming again.

M1r. GRiAHAM: It might or might not.
Whether the prices were below or above
the fixed price I do not know.

The "Minister for Housing: Textiles are
-on the way down, especially in Victoria
and the other Eastern States.

MNr. GRAHAM: Judging by what one
reads in the Press, textiles are on the way
uip.

The Minister for Housing: I have seen it.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister may not

recall this, but I mentioned in connection
with a totally different matter how essen-
tial it was to appoint a consumer&s repre-
sentative. I instanced a certain hotel that
the prices inspectors had visited for the
purpose of determining whether or not an
increase should be granted in accommoda-
tion charges. The hotel, incidentally, is in
my electorate. The inspectors were shown
a menu card-I saw it myself at the Prices
Branch. I know that for a period of at
least three or four years, and certainly up
to the time of the inspection, the hotel
never had a menu. There was no choice of
dishes whatsoever. Several of the people
in residence at the hotel complained to me
and asked whether I could do. something
about the matter. There was a gas-heater
in- the bathroom, hut it was not working.
and had not worked for two years. The
inspectors called; of couse they did! They
looked at the various rooms-a cursory
glance, apparently-because the lodgers
told me their beds were never made for
them; they had to make the beds them-
selves. This occurred only two years ago,
not during the war. Their linen was
changed only every three weeks, if they
were lucky.

The Attorney General: That occurred
under Federal control.

Mr. GRAHIAM: Yes, precisely, under a
single commissioner. Because the con-
sumers' point of view could not be sub-
mitted the job was not done properly. The
lodgers knew that an inspection had been
made and that the hotelkeeper had made
an application to the Prices Branch. There
was nobody to whom the lodgers could
refer, and so a false menu card was shown
to the Prices Branch and the branch was
informed of facilities that should have
been provided but were not. The hotel-
keeper was allowed to increase his charge
by 12s. 6id. a week. The whole thing was
preposterous. What I have said in this
connection applies with equal 'force to the
great majority of commodities. It is im-
possible to arrive at a fair conclusion un-
less both points, of view are heard, which
they are certainly not at present. It is
impossible to establish a case after having
heard one side only. Determinations are
made to corer all sorts of eventualities
without being in any way practical.
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A friend of mine, who happens to be en-
gaged in the tailoring business, informed
me of something which was never a part
of the tailoring business in this State but
which has now been established as such by
the Prices Branch. If there is an addi-
tional stitch put down the side seam of
a pair of man 's pants, an extra few shill-
ings is charged. If there is a fob pocket
included, there is an additional cbarge,
and for side straps a further charge. For
a belt and ioops there are other charges.
This man expressed himself thus, "We
automatically work on the Prices Commis-
sioner's figures," and he showed them to
me. He said, "Every tailor in town is con-
forming to that formula laid down by the
Prices Branch. I can tell you that I my-
self, and other tailors with whom I have
discussed the matter, would be retailing
suits for £2 or £e3 less if there were no
control whatsoever."

I know there is nothing to stop, them
from selling at less than the permissible
price, but it is so easy to refer to an offi-
cial document and .make charges, taking
into account items never previously con-
sidered. If a pair of pants, tailored, cost
£C3 3s. previously, there might be an addi-
tional 2s. 6d. for a belt, brut certainly no
chargcs for any of the other items Which
are now charged for under the system es-
tablished by the Prics Branch. Is it any
wonder, therefore, that prices. are ever
mounting? And, of course, in their train
wages are rising as well.

I suggest that the Government should
make up its mind with regard. to tthis
matter. Does it want price control or not?
If it does not, anti there would appear to
be evidence of that being the case, let
the Government say so and scrap the whole
miserable business, instead of maintaining
this pitiful pretence. But if it is genuine
in its -view that at least certain commodi-
ties and products require some control for
a period, what about a board of commis-
sioners, such as we suggest, including re-
presentatives of both sides, so that, it will
be possible to bhear both angles to a case
before endeavouring to arrive at a. de-
cision ? I know the sort of thing that can
be made up when it is a matter of pre-
sentation of figures. T do not intend to
weary the House With regard to it, but
T could tell in detail of certain items and
products and services in respect of -which

the figures are completely false, for cer-
tain reasons. Those who are employed in
the establishments, or who know some-
thing about them, have a poiat of view,
and those things could he explained to the
Prices Branch. But at present there is no,
opportunity for people of that class to,
submit views. Only the producers or the
retailers 'have access to the Prices Branch
and it is their story and theirs alone that
counts. No tribunal of any sort can make
a determination unless both sides of a case
are heard.

What is wrong with our suggestion! One
is ~]ed to the conclusion that the Govern-
mieat is not sincere with regard to price
control. If there were a tribunal is sug-
gested in the motion, there might be ef-
fective control and perhaps the wings of
certain of the Government's supporters
would be clipped![ I am aware that it is the
usual thing in Australia for one prices com-
missioner to be appointed. Bat whatever
our experience in this State, and whatever
our vic*point, it is impossible to influence
the other States, which have complete
autonomy in respect of this matter.

If the Attorney General, who is in charge
of price control, will turn back the pages
of ''Hansard" to the discussion that took
place when the State legislation was intro-
duced last year, and will take into account
somne of the illustrations given and some
of the arguments from this side of the
House, he must sea that there is some
merit in the proposal, and that something
would be gained by appointing three com-
missioners in lieu of one as at presRent.
If that is so-and goodness. knows there
is dissatisfaction amongst the public so far
as the price factor is concerned !-if the
proposal would give a better result, and I
do not think anybody has attempted to
deny that it will, why is the Government
so adamant in refusing to accept the sug-
gestion from this side of the House that
a full and dbmpetent tribunal, capable of
dealing with the matter, should be ap-
pointed? I am wondering whether the
Government feels that, having 30 woefully
and wilfully misled the people at the re-
ferendum in May of last year, it has to
stand rigidly by its original ideas.

The Attorney General:. I do not think
the people can be misled. I think the pub-
lic arc very shrewd.
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Mr. GRAHAMl: That is so-unless one
.has an offic organ doing a particularly
good job and the public are misinformed.
It is then easy for them to be misled
through not having the proper picture pre-
sented to them. If it is impossible to mis-
lead the people, I should say that is a sure
and certain indication that when we face
the electors in March this Government will
cease to be in office.

MIL. MeGULLOGH (Hannans) [9.27]: 1
do not see that there is any need to get all
hot and bothered. The motion is pretty clear,
and I do not know why there should be
any objection to it. All it asks is that a
commission bre set up to take the place of
the present Prices Commissioner, Mr.
21at ,hea. This Government and the pre-
vious Government were quite content to
have a transport board appointed, com-
posed of three men; a liquid fuel control
hoard; and, just recently, a railway com-
mission, consisting of three commissioners.
Why, therefore, should there he all this
opposition, to the present propasaH? We
fully realise that some control over prices
is required. I am sure that 'is admitted
by the Government. I think the Minister
has done a very good job. He did so a
fortnight ago. I take it that it was he
-who gave instructions that tiertain investi-
gations were to be made on the Goldfields
into prices, and, as a result, quite a num-
ber of butchers are being proceeded against
for havin g charged excessive prices for
their meat.

I do not think the butchers should he
singled out, because I am confident that
many other breaches of the prices regula-
tions are being committed, especially on
the Goldfields, The last week-end I was
in Kalgoorlie I received further complaints
that the master butchers were still charg-
ing the excessive prices for which they
were to be prosecuted. I do not under-
stand the law, or whether that is per-
missible. The "Minister said that it takes.
three months to bring on a prosecution.
Therefore the consumers will be penalised
severely before the charge is heard. At
one time during the war, and shortly after,
-wre had officials of the Prices Branch on
the Goldfields. I epuld never understand
-why, if charges are proven, the Govern-
ment should withdraw them. There were
two men and a girl there, with a nicely

furnished office. Periodically one would
take a trip around the Murchison and also
down to Southern Cross. To my knowledge
no particular investigation has been made
in any districts outside of Kalgoorlie and
Boulder. The Minister should give con-
sideration to re-establishing the office on
the Goldfields. We -would then get much
more satisfaction than we do by-the sending
up of a team periodically to make raids.
When the cat is away, the mice will play.
That is what has occurred.

It is well known-and I am sure the
Minister is aware of this-that prices have
got out of hand. I listened to him quote
some figures but I do not know where they
came from. I have here some figures which
I have taken from the Quarterly Statistical
Abstract, No. 332, to the 31st Dlecember,
1948. The figures I shall quote are based
on the weighted average of six capital
cities for 1923-27, as being 1,000. The
figures for the metropolitan area for the
fourth quarter, 1927, were 1,132, and for
the fourth quarter of 1948, they were 1,324,
showing a plus of 192. For Katanning they
'wvere, respectively, 1,103 and 1,351-plus
191; for Bunbury the plus figure was 184;
for Southern Cross it was 18K5, and for
Geraldton, 182. Kalgoorlie was much less,
being 170. 1 assume that these figures,
coming. from the Quarterly Statistical Ab-
stract, are correct.

Many commodities have ineased in
price, but one, tea, has remained static at
2s. 9d. per lb. since 1947. Of course, tea
is subsidised by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. Butter, too, is subsidised, but in
1947 butter was Is. 10d. a lb. whereas to-
day it is 2s. 2Y24. in the metropolitan
area. That is an increase of 41/d. I do
not say that when the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment had control of prices it was per-
fe-t, but I do think that if agencies
were established in the country they would
have the effect of bringing about better
control than is the case now. I also remem-
ber when this Government advocated vot-
ing "No" at the time of thre referendum.
The opinion it held then did not seem to
last long, because immediately the people
told the Commonwealth Government it no
longer had the right to control prices, this
Government complained that the Prime
'Minister was peeved. He handed over the
control of prices on the 1st September,
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which was about four months after the re-
ferendum. We all knew we-required prices
control.

This Government put forward the old
bogey of socialism and said that prices con-
trol by the Commonwealth Government was
one of the major points of socialism. I
wondered, if it was socialism under the
Commonwealth Government, what it would
be under the State Government. We have
beard a lot about burea~crats. It has been
necessary to have those men and we still
need them. I cannot see any logical objec-
tion to having a commission. Most tribunals
have an independent chairman and repre-
sentatives of the parties concerned. If such
a tribunal were set up in this instance it
would take some of the load off the present
Prices Commissioner, Mr. Mathes. If I
could see ally logical objection to the motion
I would not be prepared to support it.
I think it is worth a trial. If it does not
work out, then we shall have to try some-
thing else.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Geraldtoa)
19.38]: Like the member for Hannans, I
fail to see why there should be any undue
beat in this discussion. Members are free
to give their reasons for or against the
motion without indulging in the unfair
criticism which has been levelled at the
I1inister. I say that because it has been
my duty to take deputations on prie-~e to
the Minister. On each occasion the
Minister very firmly, but politely, told the
deputation it would have to see the Prices
Commissioner. Hie was good enough to
ring the Commissioner from his office and
arrane a time for the deputation. I ac-
companied the deputations on two occa-
sions and the interviews lasted for a con-
sidlerable time, the matters at i.sue being
thavoughly threshed out.

Mr. Graham: And did you get anywhere?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That being so, I
fail to see that members of the Opposi-
tion, who have charged the Minister with
unduly -interfering with the Prices Com-
missioner, have any legitimate cause for
complaint. My experience has been that
the Minister very properly leaves the mat-
ter of prices in the hands of the Commis-
sioner. My opinion of Mr. Mathea is that,
if the Minister attempted to dictate uniduly

to him, he would soon tell the Minister to
get somebody else to fill that position. That
is the kind of man I think he is.

I see no reason why the Government
should not accept this motion, as it should
be the desire of Ministers to create confi-
dence in departments such as this. If giv-
ing the consumers and producers repre-
sentation on the PriceiFixing Commission
would increase public confidence, by all
means let the Government agree and give
effect to the motion. This vexed problem
is not peculiar to Western Australia or
the Commonwealth. It is a world-wide
difficulty that wvill take a great deal of
patience and research to overcome. I think
the Government should give effect to the
motion.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) 19.42]:
I do not think any material advantage will
result, n10 matter what system of price/con-
trol we adopt. There is only a limited
number of items subject to control and that
is my chief complaint. The cost of fruit,
vegetables and other uncontrolled com-
modities in remote parts of the State is
such that people in those areas are suffer-
ing acutely.

The Attorney General: Vegetables are
controlled.

Mr. MARSHALL: I would. like to know
why there has been a change in the prin-
ciple of buying and selling vegetables, and
now the same thing applies to pigmeats.
Bananas, for example, could be bought pre-
war at 2s. a dozen, but now they are sold
by the pound, as are vegetables, and we
received three for Is. 6d. Just fancy paying
6d. each for bananas! No-one can justify
such a colossal rise in price. Carrots now
cost fromn. 4d. to 7d. each, owing to the-
changed system of selling, whereas before
the war one bought a bunch of carrots for
3d. The cost of fruit and vegetables on
the Goldfields is prohibitive to the people
there. While goods are in short supply
there is always a tendency towards black-
marketing and exploitation by those who
have possession of the goods.

A better method would be to abolish
controls over prices and subsidise. the pro-
duction of goods that are in short snpply.
When the supply met the demand the price
level would automatically adjust itself.
Once supply exceeds demand the p1rice
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comes down close to the cost of production,
because people competing for the sale of
goods on a limited market must of fleee3-
sity reduce the price to a level where it
is just profitable to sell the article. I take
strong exception to statesmen such as Mr.
Chifley, R. G. 'Menzies and others con-
stantly using the term "'inflation," imply-
ing, of course, that all business people are
following a course or policy of exploita-
tion. That is misleading and untrue. All
sorts of terms are now used in an effort
to smother up the facts.

We hear about inflation, disinflation, re-
cession, depression and so on. Those terms
are used in an effort to bamboozle a pub-
lic that has given no thought or study to
the situation. If any one of us looks back
as far as he can he will recall a gradual
increase in price levels over the years, with
the exception of the period from 1929 to
1934 or 1935, when, owing to the demands
of the international Jews, the standard of
living in Australia was reduced, credit
issues were stopped, overdrafts were called
in and Governments were refused money
to meet necessary expenditure.. Industry
stagnated and price levels fell below the
cost of production. People were forced to
sell for ready cash, in order to survive.
Thousands went insolvent, thousands com-
mitted suicide and many thousands went
hungry. However, it was not long before
the public purse received fresh infusions
of money and price levels rose again.
, Although today certain goods are in
short supply, taking the price level of all
commodities as a whole and looking back
as far as we can remember, wre see that
there has been an almost uninterrupted
upward spiral. Under this fiscal policy it
can never alter and must continue to rise.
I can remember when we boughbt butter for
,4d. a Ilb. I will admit it was dairy butter,
but it was the only butter available.

The Premier: You were a very small
boy then, were you not?

Mr. MARSHALL: I was a small boy,
but when we consider that that butter was
manufactured by hand labour, and comn-
pare the price with that which obtains
tedlay, there is a vast difference. In these
days one or two individuals with machinery
can turn out cases of butter, but in the old
days individuals, women principally, made
the dairy butter. Therefore, how much

beaper should butter be todayl

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: The machinery has to be paid
for.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not want the
Honorary Minister to interject.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: I am doing so.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then keep quiet!
The Honorary Minister for Supply and

Shipping: I will not.

.)r. 'MARSHALL: The Honorary 'Minis-
ter for Supply and Shipping annoys me.
What has the Honorary 'Minister for Sup-
ply and Shipping done since she has been
a member of this Cabinet? She has not
even done anything since she has been in
Parliament.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Sh ipping: The same to you.

Mr. MARSHALL: It would be better for
the Honorary Minister to keep quiet and
settle back on her pillow and go to sleep,
because every time she opens her mouth
she puts her foot in it.
,The Honorary 'Minister for Supply and

Shipping: You are a very rude young man!

Mr. 'MARSHALL: It is no use talking
about preventing a rise i 'n the price of
goods. There will be a constant rise in the
cost of living, and it cannot be otherwise,
under this monetary system. As a matter
of fact the principal factor in the increases
in the prices of commodities can be found
in the fact that the prices are chock-full
of taxation. Take the ordinary paeket of
cigarettes! If there were no taxation we%
could produce them for about 3d. a packet
of 10 or 12. The other 71/2d. goes into the
Commnwmealth Treasury.

',%r' Graham: And comes out in what-?
It comes out in services, pensions and all
sorts of things.

Mr., MARSHALL: It comes out in the
cost of living. It must ultimately appear in
the costs of goods and services. It cannot
come from anywhere else. It has to be
charged to the cost of producing the wealth
and the services of this country.

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: Why smoke?

Mr. MARSHALL: It is only when the
real wealth is changed into money that it
is possible for the Government to take out
its share, and therefore it must appear in
the cost of articles. No businessman could
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afford to carry on unless that was so. He
must do it. He could not continue his busi
ness if he did not. Therefore it is fallacious
to be talking in the strain in which many of
our alleged Statesmen speak. I can remem
her when no taxation was paid by the gen
era! mass of the people. We lived and en
.joycd life in full. I recall when I used to
buy thie best English imported material; six
guineas a suit, tailor-made! I have worn
those suits for years and could not wear
them out. Eventually I used them for work.
I could buy those suits for six guineas.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Where can you do
that?

Mr. MARSHALL: Try and buy them for
that price now! Even for rubbish tailors are
charging 14 and 15 guineas a suit. Bearing
in mind that machinery has come into exis-
tence, we should be getting them cheaper.

Mr. Graham: The Country Party is get-
ting so much for its wooi.

Mr. MARSHALL: Only about 21/2 lbs. of
wool go into every suit. What a difference
that makes to the cost of material!I There-
fore we have to stare facts in the face. We
will experience no other position than a
-constant rise in the price level while we fol-
low the fiscal policy whic-h we have adopted
and adhered to in this country for years. All
countries have the same fiscal policy, oper-
ating, spefiding, taxing and paying interest.
So, all suffer and experience the same condi-
tions as ourselves.

Like other speakers who have preceded
me, I feel that if we are to have a commis-
sion to fix prices then we should have one
where the parties principally interested have
representation. I believe that if we had a
consumers' representative, as set out in this
motion, a retailers' representative ' and
an independent chairman we would have
better results. I feel too that we should have
a board of this type because of what is con-
stantly occurring. For instance, now that
fresh mieats are in short supply all by-pro-
ducts which were subsidiary to fresh meat
now become the important diet for the time
being. When we cannot get mutton and
beef we resort to pig-meats and rabbits,
and we find that those Particular commodi-
ties are not controlled. Their prices should
be controlled in the interests of the public.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They don't control
tripe, do they?

Mr. MARSHALL: The other day I
went in to get some pigs' trotters because
I am particularly fond of them. I do not
mean the trotters we see every Saturday
night, and I do not want members to laugh

-about it. Those trotters used to be retailed
for 2d. each, but the principle has been
changed and now they are so much per lb.
The retail price is now 9d. a lb. or a 125
per cent, increase in one smack. They used
to be a subsidiary to fresh meats and were
used when fresh meat was unavailable. No-
body can justify this sudden increase. -.This
commuission should be interested and watch
closely where wve have instances such as this.

IfwNave a cessation of operations because
of a strike, or a coal shortage, or some other
fa-tor, and production ceases, the commis-
sion should be alive it0 the fact that, immedi-
ately the supply of those goods becomes
short, they should be taken under control.

Control over hundreds of valuable and
important commodities has been released
and owing to the shortage of fresh meats,
pig-meat and rabbit meat have become the
principal diet. Business people are only too
ready and willing-as a matter of fact it is a
set principle in business-to admit that the
goods wivlih a man has for sale are worth
what they will bring on the open market.
That applies to all businesses And all busi-
ness men. So, we should have a body or some
commission which is more alive than the
single-man commission, board or committee
or whatever else it may be called. It is
useless to go on as we are going and I would
rather suggest that the member for East
Perth was correct. Let us have a price-fix-
ing commission and do the job properly or
abolish it altogether, and then everybody will
know exactly where he stands in the matter.

I have had similar instances to those men-
tioned by the member for East Perth.
There have been complaints about the prices
of goods in the remote areas on the outer
-Goldfields, but the commission took no
action or would not act until the purchaser
obtained dockets and all sorts of evidence to
send down. The prices of all important
commodities should be watched closely by
the commission especially when the demand
exceeds the supply. Why should the growers
of cattle or mutton get any old price in the
Midland saleyards and then, when the cattle
or sheep are slaughtered, the price be fixed?
That just cannot be done effectively or effi-
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ciently. I think the retail and wholesale
prices should be fixed right through with
all commodities.

I rose principally to explain that We arc
not fixing the .prices of those goods which
arc most essential to women and children.
esJpecially in the isolate d parts of the State.
I am referring principally to fruit and
vegetables, and in particular to the very re-
mote parts of the Goldifields. The prices have
become so extortionate that people in those
areas cannot buy such goods, and they are
the ones to whom we should extend the great-
est consideration. We are bringing migrants
to this cauntry and are now trying to bring
homes with them. Yet to our own pioneers,
those who are prepared to go into the re-
mote parts of the State, we do not propose
to give anly consideration whatever. There-
fore I rise to protest, not because the Prices
Commissioner has failed in his duties but
because the policy of the Government is
such that it has left the prices of these very
essential goods uncontrolled by the Prices
Branch. I think that akthree-man commis-
sion would make for more efficiency and
greater satisfaction and would create more
confidence in the consumer than a one-man
commission would do.

HON. 3. T. TONKIN (North-East Fne-
mantle) [10.1] : The Attorney General en-
dravonred to show that State price control
has been completely effective, but of course
he knows otherwise. He has forgotten that
in May of this year the State Government
was extremely perturbed over the price and
the shortage of meat, and so it appointed
a special committee to go into the question
and -report to the Government. The finding
of that committee was that thle control of
m-eat prices was completely ineffective.

The Attorney General: I do not remem-
ber that.

IHon. J. T. TONKIN: Tf the Minister.
will look at "The WVest Australian" of the
21st -May, he will find it reported in that
issue.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: The Attorney Gen-
eral has a very bad memory.

The Attorney General: I do not think
SO.

Hon. A. A. 'M. Ce; erley: A convenient
one!

Ron. F. J. S. Wise: The Minister keeps.
his mind clean; he changes it very often.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: At the time, there
was an attempt' by those in the trade to#
have meat decontrolled completely, and it
was because of the pressure put on the Gov-
ernment that this committee was appointed
to inquire into the mnatter. I am pleased
that the Government did not decide to de-
eontrol because the result would have been
chaotic. Other States also determined
to continhe price control, although a sub-
stantial increase in price was granted. I
D not think anybody would say that. the

control of prices is satisfactory. One of
the reasons why it is not As satisfactory
as it was previously, in my opinion, is that
imme'diately the States took over they die-
controlled some hundreds of items, dis-
regarding the fact that some of those items
would affect others not decontrolled. Sub-
sequently' when businessmen sought in-
creases, they would be able to show that
their costs had increased because -they were
incorporating in their costs some of the
items previously decontrolled. So the de-
controlling of 'an extremely large number
of items was indirectly -responsible for in-
creasing the price of some items remaining
under control.

I believe that the present Prices Com-
missioner is a very effieienf officer and com-
pletely honest and trustworthy, but he
makes mistakes. I could, if time permitted,
give an instance when -we were the Govern-
ment, where ain exceedingly bad mistake was
made with a certain commodity, and because
the Prices Branch did not have complete in-
formation, a decision had already been made
on that comniodity, hut when the mistake
was pointed out the decision was revoked
before anyone had a chance to put in into
operation. I think a commission with bo0th
interests; represented and with ain independ-
cut chairman w-ould not only be a more
satisfactory wsay of dealing with conflicting-
interests; but would create greater confidence
in the people. After all, the criterion in
many of these matters is not always the re-
suit obtained but the measure of public
confidence in the administration that is built
up.

The member for Murchison referred to
certain aspects of finance. I do not pro-
pose to follow him along that line except
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to say' that the very fundamental in cur-
rency is faith in the ability to pay. If- we
have any faith we are prepared to put up
with a good deal and take a lot for granted
and, if the people have faith in the tri-
bunal that is administering prices, they will
be less disposed to criticise. There is a
greater disposition to have faith in a corn-
mission than in an individual because we
are well aware of our fallibility and how
simple it is for an individual to make a
grievous error. If there are several persons
to argue a certain matter, there is less like-

~iho od that in the Mtal analysis a mistake
will be made.

I ani inclined to the view that more than
one person would be an advantage, and that
is why I intend to support the motion.
There are 'a number of other items in addi-
tion to meat that I could mention and as to
which I arn not satisfied, because I think
prices are far higher than they should be.
It is just too foolish to keep on blamring
the 40-hour week and the withdrawal of
subsidies. How would the 40-hour week
affect the price of fish to the extent that
prices have risen? How would the with-
drawal of subsidies affect the price of fish?
There are a number of items which-could
not have risen in price to the extent they
have if the main reasons were the 40-hour
week and the withdrawal of subsidies.

The Attorney General: The price of fish
has not risen very much during .the last 12
months.

Hon. J. T. TONK IN: Does the Minister
buy much of iT?

The Attorney Geneial: Yes.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: He is very well off.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The price is almost
prohibitive for the working man. V

Hon. F. J. S. 'Wise: -The Minister is not
a working man.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: It costs 5d. or 6id.
for dfsingle herring, whereas we used to be
able to buy them at Is. a dozen.

The Attorney General: You are talking
of years ago!

Hon. .T. T. TONKIN: Not such a long
time ago. That is what fish coats now, and
for medium sized ones at that. If the Min-
ister regards that as a satisfactory price, I

do not. He certainly cannot blame the 40-
hour week and the withdrawal of subsidies
for that position.

Thb Attorney General: I do not think the
Fremantle fishermen consider they aire get-
ting too much.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Which fishermenl

The Attorney General: Those you are
talking about.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: I say there are some
connected with the fishing industry who are
getting too much out of it, and the M1inister
knows that is so.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: He does not care.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And they are not
the men who are catching the fish.

The Attorney General: The men who catch
the fish are getting most of the price.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am telling the
Minister that he should make further in-
quiries, because there are some people
making a good thing out of fish-and they
are not those who catch #the fish.

The Attorney General: I know what the
margins are, and it is largely contributed
to by the price paid to the fishermen.

Eon. F. J. S. Wise: At 6d. to the fisher-
men witb charges of is. 8d. a lb. in the shop!

The Attorney General: No.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: We can prove it.
The Attorney General: Not on the infor-

mation I have.

Hon. J. T1. TONKIN: There are many
other items, the price of which einnot be
attributed to the 40-hour week or the with-
drawval of subsidies, so it is quite too foolish
to blame those two factors for the substan-
tial increase in prices of which we are aware.
I do not envy the Minister his task in con-
trolling this'department. It is a most diffi-
cult one, in respect of which people will not

.easily be satisfied. I consider that the set-
ting up of the commission as suggested in
the motion would tend to make the work of
the Minister easier-if he will only see it-
instead of wore difficult. If he realised that,
it would certainly be in the interests of the
State to make the proposed change. I re-
peat that one of the important aspects is
public confidence, and there is not much' of
that extant today with regard to the control
of prices.
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I have very little doubt that if a referen-
dum were again held on the question of
price control, the result would be very dif-
ferent from what it was last time-espite
any propaganda that might be indulged in,
as was the case' previously. Having had ex-
perience of price control under State ad-
ministration, the -people, I feel, would pre-
fer what occurred under the Commonwealth
regime to what now obtains, although Com-
monwealth control was very far from be-
ing completely satisfactory. Under that sys-
tem it was possible, however, to control a
greater number of items and to have com-
plete uniformity, which is something we do
not enjoy today. Although the Ministers
meet very regularly and agree upon hasic
policies, there are differences of opinion,
and effect has been given to those differ-
ences.

The Attorney General: 'We all agree on
margins.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But not oh all
matters. There are prices operating in Vie-
toria for certain items that do not obtain
in other States, because Victoria will not
always agree to the proposals put up by
other State Ministers.

The Attorney General: That is not cor-
rect. They always agree on proposals that
relate to goods that interchange between
State and State, and that applies to basic
goods.I

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: Is the Minister
stating that Victoria has not adopted an
attitude different from other States in con-
nection with the prices of certain commodi-
ties?

The Attorney General: I am saying that
Victoria has taken the same attitude
as other States respecting commodities that,
it was agreed, were not purely of local con-
trol.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN : On alJ such corn-
modities ?

The Attorney General: Yes.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: My information

differs from that.
The Attorney General: I think your in-

formation is wrong.
lion, J1. T. TONKIN : I have not the ad-

vantage that .the Minister has enjoyed of
being present at conferences where de-
cisions have been taken, and I have -to
admit that my source of tnforrnation has
been in the main the public Press; but I

think, from time to time, decisions have
been made by the Victorian Government
that differed very much.

'The Attorney General: But only in re-
spect of local commodities, such as gas and
so on.

* Hon. T1. T. TONKIN: If the Minister
agrees that in the various States some

-decisions are taken which result in differ-
ing- margins, then surely he must see that
'the ultimate result of that will be various
price levels for commodities that pass inter-
state.

The Attorney General: Exactly as hap1%
pened under Commonwealth control! For
instance, the price of gas was different in
each State.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The price of gas
would enter into manufacturing costs, and
manufacturers desiring to ohtain an in-
crease in price would have no difficulty in
showing that because of the increase in
the price of gas their costs of production
had increased. If they were to get the same
margin as before and as had been agreed
upon by the Ministers' conference, higher
prices would be obtained in States where
the price of gas had increased as against
the experience of manufacturers in other
States where there had been no such in-
creases. Thus, in the case of goods that
move interstate, the result would be in-
creased prices to the persons who wvere
obliged to use the manufactured commodi-
ties. There are many such commodities
upon which the people of this State de-
pend because wve do not produce sufficient
of them ourselves.

It will be seen that the Minister, either
unwittingly or otherwise, has given me the
very information I was seeking, which is
tjiat with regard to certain items it is
possible for some States to derive ad-
vantages. That is. the trouble with the
present system of price control. Individual
action on the part of some States eventu-
ally results in an increase in prices payable
in other States. That is why I say that
State price control is not nearly as ef-
fective as Commonwealth eontrol, although
T Hnmit that Commonwealth control still
left a lot to be desired. However, I be-
livve that the motion under discussion. if
agreed to. would result in improving the
present situation, and b~eeau'e of that I
intend to vote for it.
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Question put and a division ti
the following result:

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Pot
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hegnoy
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May
Aft. MeOulloch
Mr. Needham

Mr. Abbott
Mtr. Ackland
Mr. Havenl
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Donney
Mr. Grayden
Mr. il
Mrt. MAn.
Mr. Mcenal. d
Mr. MeLarty

AYES.
Mr. Hawk.
Mr. Smith

AYES.

NOS.

M~r.
M~r.
Mr.
Mr.
M~r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr?.
Mr.
M~r.

Nulsen
Oliver
Panton

Styants
Ton kin
Triat
Wise
Rodare

Mr. Murray
M~r. Nalder
Mir. Ninrnn-
M~r. %Perkins
M~r. Seward
M~r. Tonm
Mr. Watts
M~r. Wild
M~r. Yates
M~r. Brand

PnaWS.
Noi

Mr. Leas
Sir Norbert

Question thus passed; the motion agreed
to.

BILL-BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT.
(No. 2).

Received from the Council and read a
first time.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.
1, Building Operations and Building Ma-

terials Control Act Amendment (Con-
tinuance) (No. 2).

2, City of Perth Scheme for Superan-
nuation (Amendments Authorisation)
(No. 1).

Without amendment.

BILL-ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 17th August.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-North Perth) [10.25]: This
Bill contains two proposals, one dealing with
the striking off of names of persons who
are not residents in a municipality or towrn-
site 'and the other with the period within
which nominations shall be called in respect

Mr. Rodoreda: Under what section of the
Act can the registrar strike him offI

The ATTORNEY GENERAL. The reg-
istrar canl strike off anyone who he feels is
not qualified to vote.

Mr. Rodoreda: But under what section
of the Act?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Section
45, 1 think.

Mr. Rodoreda: You think!

The AT TORNEY GENERAL: If the
registrar wrongly -removes a name, full pro-
tection is given to the voter in that he may
-apply to a magistrate to have his name re-
instated on the roll. That is the basic prin-
ciple of the Act. I! may be suggested that a
person whose occupation is nomadic may
find it difficult to retain registration, but
that is not so because specific provision is
made for it in Section 17, Subsection 2 of
which reads as follows:-

Fd r the purposes of this Act a person shall
be deemed to have lived within the district or
sub-district wherein he has his usual place of
abode, notwithstanding his occasional absence
from such district or sub-district.

A person who lives in a district, notwith-
standing that he is absent from it on oc-
casions, may be protected against being

akien with of the northern provinces. It is proposed to
add to Section 46 a provisQ that the Dame

21 of any person whose occupation is of a no-
20 mnadic character and whose address on the
- roll is outside the boundaries of a municipal

1 district or towusite shall not be removed
- from the roll solely on the ground that he

hus changed his place of residence within
the same district.

The whole system of qualification for vot-
ing for the Legislative Assembly is based
on residence in the district. That is the real
substance of the qualification, except for

d(Tele. age, etc, so it is of great importance that
that principle should be soundly protected
and that the administrative principles of
the Act should permit of its being protect-
ed. I suggest that the existing method
should be retained whereby the -registrar is
enabled to see that a voter registered on the
roll remains qualified, and, if he suspects

(Teller.) that be is not qualified, to send him a notice
to his address on the roll and, if he does not

Es. protect his qualification by answering the

Keenan notice, to take steps to strike his name off
the roll.
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Struck off the roll; but in order to gain
that protection lie must register himself as
a nomadic person.

Mr. Rodoreda: That will not protect him.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, it
will.0

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It will not.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Leader of the Opposition will agree that a
nomadic worker may request the registrar
to register him as such. The bon. member
knows very well that 'for many years that
has been and still is the practice.

Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: it is wholly in-
effective. I will tell you why directly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He is not
struck off the roll unless the registrar has
sound rounds for believing that he has
left the district. How can rolls be kept
clean if there is not a residentialtest that
can be applied! How- can a registrar pos-
sibly determine whether a man is in the
district or not?

M1r. Rodoreda: Get the Act amended.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The re-
gistrar has no other means of making a
check. If the man is still living in the
district and intends to leave it occasionally,
he should notify the registrar. If he does
not, it is but reasonable that he should
be struck off the roll, because he has failed
to respond to a notice asking him whether
he is still living in the district.

Mr. Rodoreda: Why not have that in the
'Act? It is not in the Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is.
Mr. Rodoreda: It is not. What is the

section?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I will tell

the hon. member presently.
Mr. Rodoreda: You told meonce

wrongly.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have not
told the member for Roebourne what is
wrong. He knows very well that the re-
gistrar's duty is to keep the rolls clean
and that he has power to remove names
from the rolls. If be has reason to suspect
that an elector who is on the roll has re-
moved from the district, his only way of
ascertaining whether it is true is to send
the elector a notice inquiring whether he
is still in the district. If the elector fails
to answer the notice then the registrar will

remove his name from the roll. If the
name has been wrongly removed a remedy
is given to the elector. What would be
the position of an electoral registrar if
this Bill were passed? He would be come-
pletely without power to cleanse the rolls.

Take the Perth Road Board! I do not
know whether the whole of its area is with-
in a townsite, but I suggest it is not.
A man who is registered for an address in
that district leaves it. Surely the regis-
trar is entitled, after having sent him a
fonnal notice to the address for which he
is registered, to remove him from the roll
if he does not reply. A similar practice
prevails both under the Federal electoral
law and the electoral law of the other
States. An elector might be in Tiinbuctoo,
but how could the registrar prove it? He
might have gone tq? the Northern Territory
or elsewhere, but the registrar could not
prove it.

Mr. Rodoreda: If he went to the Northern
Territory he could fill in a claim card.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Certainly
not for the Northern Territory.

Mr. Rodoreda: Do not men put in claim
cards when they go to other electorates?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL; Sometimes
they do, hut often they do not, as he bon.
member knows. Of course, just before an
election people might fill in claim cards,
but in the meantime the registrar's posi-
tion would be impossible, as the member
for Roebourne must realise. No system is
absolutely perfect, and I do not think
this Bill will assist in making the present
system any more perfect. It is a retro-
grade step. Is it not a privilege and a duty
for a man to take reasonable steps to en-
sure that he in on the proper roll? As I
said, the registrar would not know whether
a man had left the district for which he
was enrolled and gone to the Northern
Territory or Roebourne.

Mr. Rodoreda: He could not vote for
Roebourne if he were in the Northern Ter-
ritory.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But the
roll would not be clean. The hon. member
knows that impersonations have taken place
in some cases, although that is not usual.

Hon. A. A. Ms. Coverley: You have been
listening to silly stories. I will tell you
where you are wrong.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
not been listening to silly stories and I
would ask the member for Kimberley not to
interject but allow me to proceed. Most
members must appreciate the fact that a
registrar would be placed in an impossible
position if he were not empowered to re-
move from a roll the name of a man he bad
reason to believe had left the district, and
had not put in a claim to be registered as
a nomadic worker. As for the second sug-
g estion, an Attempt was made to have that
put into effect through an amendment pro-
posed last year. I doubt very much whether,
under the Standing Orders, this amend-
ment, on the argument of the hon. member,
could be-

Air. Rodoreda: This is not the same
amendment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is very
much the same.

Mr. Rodoreda: It is not.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I was re-
ferring to the argument the hon. member
put forward at other stages. I am not argu-
ing that he is not entitled to bring forward
this amendment. I am only suggesting that
on his own ar~'ument-

M1r. Rodoredo: Tt is not my argument at
all.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, it is.
The hon. member will find that there was a
similar amendment brought forward last
year.

Mr. Rodoreda: Not the same amendment.
Nothing- like the same.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think it
is.

Mr. Rodoreda: I know what I did.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Let us keep to
this Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member would be unwise to have different
periods provided for different Houses. That
would lead to confusion and would mot bb
wvise.

'Mr. Rodoreda: Would not that apply to
different electorates, too?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I na
talking about different Houses. I think it
would be very iinwise. I see no reason for
the alteration.

31r. Rodoreda: Why would it be unwise?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well, be-.
cause I think it would.

Hon. A. A.31. Coverley: Is that an argu-
ment- that you think so?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think we want one period for the Upper
House and another for the Lower House. I
cannot agree to the Bill.

HON. r. J. 8. WISE (Gascoyne)
[10.43] : It is almost pathetic-the ignor-
aftce displayed by the Attorney General in
connection wvith conditions obtaining outside
the metropolitan area. The M1inister cited
the Perth Road Board as a district which
might give to an electoral registrar some
difficulty in tracing the whereabouts of an
elector. We could put the Perth Bond
Board area in a horse paddock on 70 or
S0 stations in each district of the North-
West and the Murchison!

The Attorney General: I am aware of
that, hut this Bill would apply to the Perth
.Road Board.

Member: No.

The Attorney Genera!: It does.

lion. A. A. 31. Corerley: You do not
know what is in tha- Bill.

Hon. P. 3. S. WISE : The claim of the
Attorney General that nomadic electors may
be protected by the filling in of that very
cumbersome form is wholly ineffectual in
its operation, No result at all accrues so
far as the protection of the voter registered
as nomadic is concerned, if the ordinary
course of the law is followed. I will give
an illustration applying to my own district,
which in its several parts has mail services
from many towns as far distant as Carnar-
von is from Mfeekatharra, nearly 400 miles.
There are mail routes for the East Gas-
coyne serviced fortnightly from Meeka-
tharra.

There are mail routes for the East Gas-
eoyne serviced fortnightiv from Cue-with
no connection between the two districts.
There are mail routes serviced weekly from
Yalgoo and there is no coflneetion whatever
between the sections from Yalgoo, Cue and
Meekatharra. The only tracks there are used
once or -twice a year. Often I have crossed
them at an interval of nine or 10 mdnaths,
and my previous tracks have been the only
ones visible. There are mail -routes serviced
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from Mullewa and Geraldton, serving the
Murehison part of my district. Within the
Gascoyne district, as distinct from- Roe-
bourne and Kimberley, would be 200' to 300
people whose place of employment is not
-static. There would be a large number of
those who change their address two and three
times a year.

The Attorney General: Could they not
sign a suitable form?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: They may be, at
one stage, 300 miles from their previous
place of employment and still resident in
the Gascoyne district; but the person for
whom they last worked would have no idea
of their wvhereabouts. What does he do? If
he chose to be vicious, he could do some-
thing drastic; hut even behaving decently,
lie may say,' when a letter jS received,
"Addressee left district. Address unknown."
He would be quite within his rights in say-
ing that, withiout meaning that the man bad
left the (lascoyne district. The man could
possibly be working on a property over 200
miles from his place. The fact is that these
letters never catch up with the persons con-
cerned, and unless a member knew what
he was doing in the keeping of his rolls, he
would find that although he knew that a
certain person employed on a property, say,
on the Yalgoo mail route, somewhere in the
vicinity of Boolardie for si ix months of the
year had left, the people on the property
would not be able to tell him where the man
had gone. He may have headed North, but
would still be in the Gascoyne district if
he was .300 miles from that property. Those
people have no protection whatever under
the present system.

The Attorney' General: Can they not give
notice of their occupation?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: They can give
notice of their occupation. For example
there would be, say, 240 pastoral properties,
taking the -Murchison and the four North.
West districts north of the 26th parallel,
and 186 of those at least would employ
cooks, who changestheir addresses three and
four times a year. They work from district
to district, and from place to place. They
never leave the district in many instances;
and if the Minister had his way they would
never he entitled to a vote. That is our
objection to the present system. Every one

of us who represents a district like the
Murchison, 'Mt. Magnet-to a degree-
North-West electorates and Kanowna would
find that unless he kept his roll personally,
a big prop~ortion of his electors qualified to
vote as much as any other person is quali-
fled-

Mr. 'Marshall: More so!

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: -by virtue of
permanent residence and hard work, would
not be enrolled. There is no discrimination
on our part against those people who arc
better served so far as this world's goods
are concerned, and who visit those districts
periodically but remain on the roll. We
have no objection to them, even though they
are opposed to us in politics. But we do
object to the person who is a cook or a
contractor, a shearer or a well sinker, or a
stockman simply because he changes his
address and works for two or three stations
in the one year-stations 100 miles and more
atpart-we strenuously object to such a per-
son having no provision made for him to
keep him on the roll. Those People, SO far
as we are concerned, are the salt of the
earth. They make it possible for those
lands to be occupied and tcf he worked at.
a profit.

If members want to get a clear picture
of this, it is necessary for them to look at
the electoral districts of Western Aus-
tralia. The district represented by any
one of the North-WXest members would
take in 20 of those in the southern part of
the State. The one I represent is in area-
and it is not the largest-equivalent to the
area from Perth to Southern Cross and
south. I repeat, the Minister has no appre-
ciation of the requirements of people much
more entitled to vote, if there is any
superiority in that regard, than many of the
people he wishes to be assured will
remain on the roll. What connection is
there between districts within electoral
districts? Take the case of the member
for Roebourne. What connection is there
between such properties as Geralia, near
North-West Cape, and even the limestone
area, or any other distant part of the yet
to he acquired Pilbara district? There is
no connection at all; they may never have
heard of each other.

The Attorney General: Hut this measure
does not apply only to the North.
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Mr. Ilodoreda: To where else does it
apply?7

The Attorney General: To the whole
State.

Hon. F, J. S. WISE: I em afraid the
Attorney General bas not studied the Bill
very closely.

The Minister for Housing: It does apply
to the whole State, as I understand it.

Mr. Rodoreda: Yes.

The "Minister for Housing: It would
apply to the Perth Road Board.

Hon. IF. J. S. WISE: The point is that
it could not be made applicable because
the persons are in such a confined area that
they would be easy to locate. It is much
more difficult to trace them in scattered
areas-and I do not mean areas the size of
the Canning electorate or Middle Swan o6.r
the Perth Road Board area, or of the area
between Fremantle and Midland Junction
-but districts where the stations them-
selves have windmill rounds of 200 miles
a day. Those are the circumstances about
which we are concerned. If the Minister
is rigid on tliat point, and is earnest in his
objection, let him amend the Bill, to meet
the needs of thust wvho are prejudiced in
the present conditions. Let him alter it
to exclude those parts where he sees diffi-
culty, hut which in practice would present
little if any difficulty. I hope there will he
an understanding and sympathetic
approach to the problem, and not a wilful
ignoring of the rights of these people so as
to disfranchise them.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne-in reply)
[10.54]: The Attorney General, in common
with other Ministers, is unduly suspicious
of anything that emanates from this side
of the House. I am not trying to put any-
thing over the Minister or the Government.

The Attorney General: I agree with you.

Mr. RODOREDA: I am trying to remedy
a situation which causes a great deal of
trouble and inconvenience to nomadic
electors in outback electorates. I am try-
ing to get over a situation that exists con-
trary to the Act. I challenged the Minihter
twice during his speech to give me the
section of the Act which empowered a
registrar to strike a man off the roll be-
cause be was not at the address shown.

The Attorney General; He can strike
him off if he has reason to believe he is
outside the district.

Mr. RODOREDA: I challenged the Min-
ister when I introduced the Bill, and I did
again tonight, because the provision is not
in the Act.

The Attorney General: How can he do
it9~

Mr. RODOREDA: He could not do it if
any elector concerned took his objection to
the magistrate. The intention of the Act
is clear. Section (17) 1(c) provides-

Subject to the disqualifications hereinafter
set out, every person not under twenty-one years
of age who . . has lived in the district .,
for which be claims to be enrolled for a con-
tinuous period of one month immediately pre-
ceding the date of his claim, shall be entitled
subject to the provisions of this Act, to be en-
rolled as an elector, and when enrolled, and so
long as he continues to live in the district for
Nvhich he is enrolled, to rote at any polling
place in the district.

That protects the elector from being struck
off the roll. As long as he lives in the
district, he is entitled to vote. It does not
say he has to be at aL specific address in the
district, or the address he stated on his
claim card. This is a section which pro-
vides that the registrar has no power what-
ever to strike an elector off the roll because
he has not notified his change of address.
Provided a man complies with the qualifi-
cations of the Act 'when he submits his
claim card, he is entitled to be enrolled
and, as long as he lives in the district, the
Act says he is entitled to vote. I do not
see how any magistrate could uphold a
registrar in the face of that. But the
-registrars get away with this because it
has been the practice and because scarcely
one per cent, of the electors get their
objection f orm in time to do anything
about it. That is the big point. The
electors in the remote electorates never get
the objection. If they do, they just heave
it into the wastepaper basket. So, the
registrars get away with something that
is contrary to the Act. I ask the Minister
to consider that point. I am trying to
safeguard the position.

The Attorney General: They have every
reason to believe be is outside the district.

Mr. ROD OREDA: I am not concerned
with that. I am only concerned with what
the Act says. If the Electoral Department
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wants its regitrars to have the right to
strike men off the roll because they are not
-at the address stated on the card, the Gov-
ernment should amend the Act accordingly
by the insertion of a specific section. That
is the proper way to do -it, and not to say
that something is not practicable or that it
is necessary to keep the Rolls clean. That
is no concern of mine. I would sooner have
the rolls as dirty as possible than have one
man, who is entitled to vote, wrongly struck,
off. The -Minister knows very well that many
peole in this State are enrolled for two
-electorates, but they do not vote twice.
Many electors, when they go to a new dis-
trict, fill in a claim card for that district,
but do not specify the one for which they
were previously enrolled. Hundreds of them
do not even know the name of the other
district, And so the Electoral Department
does not strike them off the roll for the dis-
trict they have left, and then they are on
two or three rolls.

The Attorney General: You would not
approve of that.

Mr. RODOREDA-: I do not, but what is
the benefit of having- what is called a clean
roll ?

The Attorney General: It is generally
considered to be of benefit.

Mr. RODOREDA: That is why we have
such a poor percentage of electors record-
ig voles. A big percentage of them are not

on the roll for thhir districts at all. In out-
back areas the rolls are 40 per cent, wrong.
There are people on my roll now who have
been dead 10 years or who left the district
years ago.

The Attorney General: That is not
proper.

Mr. RODOREDA: How are we to avoid
it? In spite of objections, that will continue
to obtain in remote areas. In those huge dis-
trict;, how can we know whether or not per-
sons have left the area?

The Attorney General: You cannot know.

*-Mr. RODOREDA: I cannot, and all the
registrar does is to send notice of objection
to those in his immediate vicinity. It is ab-
surd to talk of keeping the rolls clean. We
should be making it as easy as possible for
the electors to remain on the roll, instead
of making it difficult. The Act lays down
that as long as a man lives in the district

be is entitled to vote, but the Minister ob-
jects to the amendment, which would make
it impossible for registrars to object to
these electors. The Minister is defying the
Act and saying that to keep the rolls clean
the registrar shall act outside the. expressed
intention of the Act. Section 45, which is
the only section that mentions the change of
an elector's address, states-

Every person who is enrolled on the roll of
any district or sub-district, and who changes
his place of living from oae address in the
district or sub-district to another address there-
in,? shall make, siga, and deliver a new claim
within 21 days after the change, to the Reg-
istrar of the district or sub-district. Penalty:
£2.
It does 'not say he can be struck off the
roll. Section 17 provides that he shall be
kept on the roll and that if he does not
notify a change of address he is liable to a
penalty of £2.

The Attorney General. The registrar can
always object to a person being on the roll.

Mr. RODOREDA: 'Yes, but the objection
must be in conformity with the Act.

The Attorney General: But if the elector
is outside his district, cannot he lodge an
objection?

Mr. ROD OREDA : He does not do that
in the instances I have quoted. It is be-
cause the elector is not living in the dis-
trict. The average elector in the southern
areas changes from one district to another
and either he or the member or his; agent
soon sees that that man fills in a claim card
and gets on the' roll. The Minister men-
tions people deputisiag for voters, but that
is too silly for words.

The Attorney General: It has, been done.
Mr. ROD OREDA: It could still be done

in spite of the registrars, even if there was9
one in every town in the State. but people
are now being penalised because they shift
40 miles, and in quite a few instances hy
the time the period for the objection has
expired and their names are removed from
the roll they are back at the place from
which they had shifted. That happens often
in the case of prospectors.

The Attorney General: They have only
to give notice.

M~r. RODORflDA: Does not thp Attorney
General realise that the prospector may be
an illiterate and will not be eternally flling
in form.

23%
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The Attorney General: When be applies
to be put on the roll he can give notice
that he is nomadic.

Mr. RODOREflA: That is worth nothing.
I have tried it and the men are still taken
off the roll. I doubt whether the Minister
has ever seen one of those forms.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Have you'?

The Attorney General: No.

Mr. RODOREDA: They are worth noth-
ing. The registrar I mentioned said his job
was to police the Act and keep the roll
clean, and that he'was going to do it.

The Attorney General: It is his job.

Mr. RODOREDA: I agree, as long as he
conforms with the Act.

The Attorney General: He cannot go out-
side the Act.

Mr. RODOREDA: He does, and I defy
the Attorney General, the Crown Law
Department or the Chief Electoral Officer
to prove otherwise.

The Attorney General: The registrar can
always object to an enrolment.

Mr. RODORED A: Will the Attorney
Clnneral agree that the registrar cannot go
against the expressed intention of the Act?

The Attorney General: Yes.

Mr. RODOREDA: The Act says the man
must remain on the roUl.

The Attorney General: But if the man
is not complying with the conditions laid
down-

Mr. RiODOREDA: The registrar can ob-
ject on any grounds but cannot strike a
man off the roll, under the Act, and yet he
does so.

Hon. F . J. S. Wise: It will dawn on the
Attorney General tomorrow.

Mr. RODOREDA: It is six weeks since
the second reading and I can hardly remem-
ber what it is all about, but the Minister
could be reasonable.

The Attorney General: I do not think you
are doing it in the right way.

Mr. RODOREDA: Then why not do
something to give these People a chancelI
Those in the outback are not concerned with
the state of the roll and it is difficult to get
them to fill in even one form. I travelled

£823

nearly 5,000 miles before this session started,
putting people on the roll, and nearly 200, in
a numerically small electorate such as that,
were off the roll. When I return kfter this
session I will find probably 100 of them off
the roll although they are still in the dis-
trict. When I ask them to fill in further
claim cards they will say, "Jump in the
lake! I do not want to fil in claim cards
every' time someone like you comes here. I
am still in the district. Why have I been
struck off the roll" That is the position
and I am not exaggerating it.

Hont. F. J. S. Wise: That is it exactly.

Air. RODORER'A: I have been too long
in the outback areas not to know what
happens. We are trying to remedy that
position and the Minister for Housing said
that this applies to the whole State. Of
course it does, but how many electors in the
whole State would come under the qualifi-
cations in this Bill?

The Attorney General: Not a great many.

Mr. RODOREDA: No, of course they
would not.

The Attorney General: Every salesman
would.

Mr. RODOREDA: Every salesman does
not want to change his place of election. His
residence is in the metropolitan area and he
is on the roll for his district. Re is not
objected to by the Chief Electoral Officer
or by the registrar in Perth. The Attorney
General knows that very well.

The Attorney General: But how could he
strike off a salesman who left his address?

Mr. RODOREDA: The Attorney General
knows very well that if a salesman changes
his address he gets a new claim card and fils
it in for the new address and gets on the
roll for that district.I

The Attorney General: He does not do
Qhat.

Mr. RODOREDA: In that case a num-
ber of people are not on the roll. -The
Attorney General's statement is most mis-
leading. He said that a number of people
who change their address do not get on the
roll.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is nonsense.

Mr. RODOREDA: Of course
situation is that everybody who
manent address ultimately fills

it is. The
has a per-
in a claim
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card for that address and remains on the
roll. In the metropolitan area both the
Federal and State electoral departments
employ officers who call round and check up.
I do not know that I can say any more on
that aspect. Apparently the Attorney
General is determined that these people are
to be struck off the roll and that is the end
of it.

Mr. Graham: He is weakening.

Mr. RODOREDA: The hon. member does
not know him.

Mr. Graham: He is beginning to.

Mr. RODOREDA: Dealing with the
second amendment, the Attorney General
said be would not agree with it because he
thinks that the Upper House and the Lower
House should not have a separate nomina-
tion day. If the elections for the Council
and Assembly were taking place concur-
rently I could understand his objection but
the main idea is to give more time to the
North-West and the Legislative Council
provinces. The Attorney General said that
is because of the inadequacy of communi-
cations and therefore more time is needed
to get the votes in. We will accept that for
the sake of argument. floes not he think that
more time still should be allowed to the
provinces than for one district within the
provine?~ I suppose the North province is
at least five or six times as large as any one
of the Assembly electorates within it. Does
not the Attorney General think, therefore,
that more time should be allowed to the pro-
vince than for one district within it? That
was the only argument put up by the Attor-
ney General when be objected to my amend-
ment last time.

He rather gave me the idea that if I had
put up an amendment to apply to Assembly
seats only he would be prepared to he more
reasonable. I do not want to interfere with
anything the Legislative Council wants in
the way of time but I do say there is no
justification whatever for extending the time,
or making more time compulsory, for North-
West electorates than for any other elec-
torates in the State. I told the Attorney
General that the North-West was better
served for communications than practically
any other single electorate in this State. I
am not referring to mail planes passing
through but to internal communication. The

mail plane leaves Port Hedland every week
and calls at 14 stations on the perimeter.
That is a regular run.

The Attorney Genera!: That rather de-
feats your argument on the earlier amend-
ment, does it nodl

Mr. RODOREDA: What! The Attorney
General is getting more amazing as time goes
on.

Hon. A. A. 31. Coverley: He is like
Charlie Chaplin. He gets funnier as he gets
older.

Mr. RODOREDA: It is difficult to keep
up with the mental gymnastics of the Attor-
ney General. That statement of mine about
communications defeats the argument put up
by the Minister about the lack of communi-
cations for getting in votes. The stations
on the perimeter, which did not have a road.
service previously, now have a weekly aerial
mail service.

The Attorney General: I do not remem-
ber putting up that argument.

Mr. RODOREDA: That was the Attorney
General's reason for not agreeing with it.
He said it was because of lack of communi-,
cation. The same period has been allowed'
for the North-West electorates and all other
electorates in the State ever since there have
been elections, even when we had the facili-
ties and transport which existed in the
1890's. It is just too stupid for the Attorney
General to put that up as an excuse why
more time is required.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is all because of
one member of the North province.

Mr. RODOREDA: Yes. In the early days
in the North the horse and buggy were the
only means of communication. Even the
mails were carried by horse and bug"y. In
those days the same time was allowed for.
electorates in the North as for those in the
South, and the Attorney General has not at-
tempted to refute any contention I put utp.
Ever since statistics have been taken the
percentage of votes recorded in the North
have been as high as any in the State. The
Attorney General did not attempt to argue
about that. Why should the North-West be
singled out t What is the reason for it?
The Attorney General did not give any
reason. It is all because one member of
the North province wants it and the rest
of the people up there have to suffer.
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That's the spot!
Mr. RODOREDA: This man has con-

tested one election. We a7e the people con-
cerned in this and I want to know the At-
torney General's reason for not agreeing to
my requested amendment.

The Attorney General: Isn't this new
matter?

Mr. RODOREDA: No. I anm repeating
matter that I put up in the dim and distant
past when I introduced the Bill this session.
It takes so longr for a private member to
get his business brought up. Even if it
were new matter I am sure the Speaker
would not know about it because he could
not possibly remember what was in the
Bill. It is so long since it was introduced.
This is matter to which the Attorney Gen-
eral did not attempt to rerly. I do not
knowx what will happen if this amendment
of mine does not pass this House. It will
mean nominations in the North-West will
close at least one fortnight before the clos-
ing of nominations anywhere else in the
State. I cannot see any sane Government
conducting a live weeks campaign Jdown
here.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Thirty-five days.

Mr. Hoar: I think the Premier knows you
are right.

Mr. RODOREDA: No sane Government
would think of doing a thing like that,
surely.

The Premier: I will vote against you
now.

Mr. RODOREDA: The Premier would
do so in any case, so it does not matter.
It is a beautiful state of affairs when we
have to commence a State campaign before
it is started in other parts of the State. The
Premier will have to go to Port Hedland or
Roebourne to open his campaign. That is
what is going to happen. If he does not go
up there members for the North-West will
steal his thunder and open the campaign be-
fore nominations close in other parts of the
State. That is just too stupid because it will
mean a five weeks' compulsory campaign. If
the Attorney General will accept my
amendment he can still have five weeks
but it would not be compulsory. It would be
the same as for other electorates.

Hon. IF. J. S. Wise: That's the point.
Mr. RODOREDA: Do not the Murchison

and Kanowna electorates have transport
difficulties far greater than the North-West

electorates at the moment? The difficulty of
transport in the North-West was the only
reason given by the Attorney General and,
as r say, that is not a valid one. Neither the
Attorney General nor anyone else has given
me any good reason at all. I hope that the
Minister will allow the second reading to
pass and he can then have a go in Commit-
tee. I ami not trying to put anything over
anybody; I am only endeavouring to obtain
a fair deal for North-West members and
for possible candidates.

Question put and a division taken with
the following

Ayes
Noes

A tie

Mr. Brady
Mr. Corerley
Mr. Pa.
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Mn
Mr. McCulloch
Mr. Needham

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bovoll
Mrs. Oardell-Oliver
Mr: Cornell
Mr. Done y
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hill
Mr. Mann
Mr. McDonald
Mr. MoLarty

results :--. .- 2

- .. 21

-- 0

Avse

NOES

,Ar. Nelson
Mr. Oliver
Air. Panic.
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. StyantS
Mr. Tonkcin
Mr. Trist
Mr. Wise

Mr. Rodoreda

Mr. Mu1rray
Mr. Nim--
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Seward
Mr. Thorn
Mr. watt,
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Brand

(Teller.)

(Taller.)
Pera.

AYES. Pos.
Mr. Hawk.. Mr. Leslie
Mr. Smith ISir Norbert Keenan

Mr. SPEAKER: The voting being
equal, I give my casting vote with the Noes.

Question thus negatived; BiUl defeated.

MOTION-PIG SWILL.
T'o Inquire by Select Committee~

Discharged.

On motion by Mr. Grayden, Order dis-
charged.

ADJOURNKENT-SPE OIJA

THE PREMIER (Hon. D). R. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington) : I move-

'That the House at its rising adjourn until
2.30 p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.25 p.m.


